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Information poverty
ocks women’s

dccess to land justice

Imited access to informa-
tion about land rights con-
tinues toprevent many
Women from claiming
and protecting the land
~ they depend on for their
livelihoggs,
According to the Uganda Na-
tional Lang rnfom[f.?f,’n Sys-
tem(y ul;ya:uza data),women
Ownon| 26 percent of regis-
tered and This gapis nojus
ANissue of inequalityit is 2 se-
Tous dwelopmentcha]lmge.
N women lack secure ten-
\re, they cannot use Jand as col-
lateral to acregs credit, they hes-
llate toinyest in long term farm.
Ing and they are often excluded
from household decision mak.
Ing.The resultis lower food pro-
g*:lctwimweaker family stabili-

Yand slower national econom-
I growth

ahasmadesi@iﬂ
tstridesin creating Jega)
that protect wom-

ENsrights toland and
However,alaw that is unkngwn
is alawthatcannmpmhact.
WOImen are unaware of
the rights they possess or the
Proceduresrequired to defend
those rights,legal protections

Real progress
requires sus-
tained invest-
ment in legal
empower-
mentand in-
formation sys-
M, ¢

For example, despite legal pro-
tections regarding spousal con-
sent before any transactions in-
volving famnily land can take
place, many women are una-
warethatsuch a protection ex-
ists.

As aresult, familyland is
sometimes sold ormortgaged
without their knowledge. Sim-
ilarlythe law:gcog:ﬁqes Matri-
monial Rights, including protec-
tion cfﬂleﬁnﬂthme,agmll
assuccession equgl.tty_gwh.lch
provides ﬁ:rliairdjsu;:utlon
of property for both daughters
anlémmwﬂ)eirhﬂmtaxm

. ml:reasmghmlseho!dmmm.

* Cess to productive resources like

In practice, however, we wit-
ness widows frequently evict-
ed from their homes after {
the death of their spouse and
daughters excluded from in-
heritance.In most cases, the is-
sueis not only the deeply en-
trenched social norms and dis-
crimination but rather lack of
clear information about the
rights that women and gitls can
legitimately claim.

Through community legal lit-
€racy sessions, training grass-
Toots women as peer educators,
radio programs reaching ri-
ral communities and dialogues
withlocal and cultural leaders,
itis possibleto help transform
attitudes and practices around
land,

Justice is not only about
laws and institutions but rath.
erit begins with information
and knowledge, When wom-
en hzuwmeirrimmey are
empowered to negotiate with-
inhouseholds and Engage con-
fidently with local leaders Ac-
cesstoinformation not only
strengthens their agency but al-
soallows them to partici ipate ef-
fectively in trade and markets
bysemringrairpﬁtes,mduc-
ing reliance on middlemen and

Beyond economics informed
Women contribute to harmony
athome fosterin Ig stronger fam-
ilies,cohesive communities and
ultimately amore peaceful and
Prosperous nation.
Beyondjustice and human
rights, women's secure access to
landis critical for development.
Research bythe Food and Ag-
riculture Organisation shows
that if wornen had equal ac-

land, farm yields could increase
by 20to 30 percent, potential-
Iy reducing hunger for upto
150 million people wordwide.
In Uganda, investing in wom-
en'sland rights is, therefore, not
charity but a smart econom-
icpolicy.

AsUganda celebrates mile-
stones in women's empower-
ment,real progress requires sus-
tainedmvesuminlegalem—
powerment and information
Systems that make rights un-
derstandable,usable and ac-
tionable Justice is not realized
when acase fileis closed in a
court, it is realized when a worn-
an ina rural Uganda can grow
food on land that she knows
andunderstandsis legally rec-
ognised, socially respected and
permanently protected.

Bridging the information gap
abmtwunmn'sng' hits is not just
about fairness, itis about em-
powering womer, ; -
Ing families, communities and

ing national develop-

ment,

Ms Ritah Kemigisa is the advocacy and communication officer at

Uganda Community Based Assoc

Welfare.
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