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qoups of bitdets 1ace 1o spot
L record bird species in ooy
W demonstiate the potential of
pird routlem in Unands
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gonda’s 14th annual Big Rird-

ing Day was ushered in by »

21-hour hird mce, starting at
midnighton Friday November 10 and
apected to conclude today at the
aroke of midnight.

puring the race, groups of hirders,

‘__,th\\-ilh:\!cnmIondcrnmlsorrvtnry
qo ont into designnted areas across
he country to compile a list of hird
gpecies recorded. Only free-flying
pirds are recorded. The group with
(he highest registered number of
jrdsis declared winnerand awarded
(the prize giving ceremony,
gome of the areas to be covered in-
Audes Mnlmml.m Ramsarsite, Mahira
corest, Rotanical Gardens Entebhe
and putembe Beach, among other
Gtes around the country.
“This yc:\.r‘S prize giving ceremony
duhl‘L‘d Rig Birding Festival will be
peld 0t Uganda Museum Gardens on
caturday November 18, The events
> organised by Nature Upanda
8 conjunction with Uganda Tour-
jem Board(UTB), Uganda Wildlife
A“(hm—i‘.\v(U\’\’{\) and Uganda Safari
G“idl‘s Association, Uganda Bird
Guides Club under the theme: “ Con-
pecting Birds to People and Nature”.

a

jon to cash cow

des creating awareness of Avi-
rourism and bird conservation, the
ther purpose of the national event is
ol data collection for people to get
the number of bird species in
t countries. “Cornell Lab of
rnithology. the supreme bird data
collector cnc“ourages.peqplg to do
_hour birding and Big Birding Day
sp) has turned out to be a major
BV cvent across nations,” says
+» Kamugisha, the winner of
sig Birding race 2009 and Chair-

o Uganda Bird Guides Club.
'i‘h o day was observed as a hobby
rmost bird watchers, until the Cor-
fo i Lab established ebird, an online
ne’ Klist programme to increase ac-
gzsibilit}' of bird observations made

IJ)'. bil'd wa tchers.
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ment support 2
is year, Uganda Tourism Board

boosted the event as a fol-

Jowup 10 the 2017 African Bird Expo
that attracted Laura Kammermeier,
h powell, Nathan Swick, Allan
{,{;’ﬁg andother celebrity birdwatch-
s from all over the world. UTB has
gr?eded close to Shs40m according
’;gjmarkeﬁng manager, Edwin Muza-
hv:‘!;-e have supported BBD since
on. We fund the launch, the
jvities such as transport, re-
ﬁeh};m“:nts and the award ceremony
;f,r:fhe climax,” he explains. In UTB’s
mandate to promote tourismin part-
nership with the private sector, Big
pirding Day isaplatform for'thg gov-
ernment agency to market birding as

cial produc : )
: szfig]e bgth on the domesticandin--

ternational scene.
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Countdown to aricher
national birding archive

Origins of birding event

The Big Bird Race in Uganda was
pioneered in 2001 by eight Uganda
gpndes; Herbert Byaruhanga, John-
nie Kamugisha, Alfred Twinomujuni,
Hassqn_Mulebi, Samuel Bamwesi-
gye, Livingstone Kalema, Elias Kabo-
80za, and Robert Bahinda with the
assistance of Patrick Cardwell, for-
mer managing director of Uganda
Breweries Limited (UBL) and one
of South Africa’s top 10 birders.
The guides decided to partner with
Nature Uganda to bring the event to
hfg. Patrick Cardwell encouraged the
gmdes.to generate income from bird
checklists. “He told us to sell them to
tour operators who paid for every
bird observed,” explains Kamugisha.
The money was used in conservation
and training bird guides.

“Under Cardwell, UBL sponsored

alot of birds, several tour operators
such as Kelly McTavish got onto
the sponsors’ list and the money
collected on the Big Birding Day fa-
cilitated Alfred Twinomujuni to get
training in South Africa,” he adds.

Uganda currently has more than
1,078 bird species which is more than
half of Africa’s bird count estimated
at 2,010 species. UTB CEO Stephen
Asiimwe reveals that Uganda has
11.2 per cent of the world species.

Despite the large countin Uganda,
Kamugisha cites major setbacks
such as tourism marketing due to
little funding and limited knowl-
edge, poor infrastructure in form
of roads and unskilled labour. “On
average, one bird watching client
pays $5000 (Shs18m) for a 14-day
trip and a group consists of six
tourists,” he explains.
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Bwindi Ympenetrable For-
est, Southwestorn Ugnnda.
The Unesco World Heritage Site
has over 348 bird species with
about 23 Albertine Rift endemics.
@ueon Hitzabotl: National
¥ arkz. Thescenicparkhasa high-

. concentration of 600 bird species;

the highest in Uganda, g
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Pack, Boandibvgyo. It has

. more than 43Qireqrded species
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ITT had ¢0 he
somewhere in
Uganda right
now, it wonld
""ﬁ'ﬁ‘{*o!v he ..
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Located within tha =outham p.
Quean Elizabeth Mational Park. |shasha 15
deal for peaple wha enjoy the wildsrness
1wionild 1l by anjoy tha quality sericas

In this unspailt sactor of the park 1t 3l=o
offers a qood view of llans which can be
spatter tsting in tha hranches of large
fig trons

ASHA KIKOMEKD, CHEMIST

MOUNT SPEXE: The second highest
peak in the Rwenzor range offers a gefat
view of Kasesa town. ‘With igaunior peaks
Mount Stanley and Mount Saker, it forms a
triangla enclosing the uppar Bujuku Valley
which has lush green vegetation. Speke’s
summit has campsites for mountain
climbers. Hiking therais fun

ISMAIL KASEKENDE, TEACHER

“Big Blrding Day Is another way
to diversify Uganda's tourlsm
products. We no longer have to
depend on the Blg five animals.
Blrding has beon taken out to the
public to appreciate and create

of the unig of

birds"

ACHILLES BYARUHANGA, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, NATURE UGANDA

.

of birds with special West African

species that fail to fly over Rwen-

zori Mountains.

Hidopo Valloy Mational
Pari, ¥aramoja. It has en-

demic birds such as the Secretary

bird and Karamoja Apalis.
Nigahinga National Parlk.

“The smallest of Uganda’s national .

parks measuring at 33.7 Square Km
has about 12 Albertine endemics.
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MBARARA TOWN: | have always heard
the town being referred to as “the land
of milk and honey” and | would want to
explore these juicy treasures.

Mbarara town is also one of the fastest
growing towns in Uganda due to the many
tourist attractions in the region that make
it a viable investment destination.
LATIFAH NAJJINGO, SOCIAL WORKER

KIGEZI WILDLIFE RESERVE: The
reserve is home to elephants which are
always on the move between Uganda and
the Democratic Republic of Congo. The
sanctuary also has rivers flowing through -
thick vegetation which makes it a good
place to have a photoshoot with elephants.
| love photos in the wilderness. =@
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