9

-Advised. Members of the public
-who received the jabs from the
“affected clinics have been advised to
- carry out immunity tests.

BY EMMANUEL AINEBYOONA
& FELIX AINEBYOONA
editorial @ug.nationmedia.ccm

KAMPALA/MBARARA. The govern-
ment is set to investigate health
facilities that the National Drug
Authority (NDA) said it found with
 stocks of fake Hepatitis B vaccines.
. Dr Medard Bitekyerezo, the NDA
board chairman, said their inquiries

and a laboratory analysis to estab-

f the vials.
Citizens who_h_ave received jabs to

nounced that vaccines ad.mjniséered

at eight private health facilities were

the wrong ones,

. “Members of the public should
Stay calm and wait for NDA to inves-

32

‘will focus on source of the supplies

sh the composition of the content.

He advised individuals already
vaccinated to carry out Immunologi-
cal tests at public health facilities
authorised to handle Hepatitis B, to
find out if they have antibodies to
defend against the disease.

Presence of antibodies could also
mean a person is already infected

with the disease, Dr Bitekyerezo
said.

Findings

Speaking on Monday in Mbarara
Town, where some of the fake vac-
cines were found to have been used
during a health camp, he said their

preh"minary findings show that fake
vaccines were being branded irnegu-

Govt probe hospitals over
‘fake HepatitisBva

some labels for this vaccine, mean-
ing that this person should be hav-
ing packaging place in Mbarara here
or somewhere in Uganda in a hidden
house” Dr Bitekyerezo said.

NAMED HOSPITAL

Devine Mercy, Mayanja
Memarial Hospital, Family
Doctors' Clinic Ntungamo,
UMC Hospital Bukoto,
~Malcom Health Care and
Kampala Medical Chambers.
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ini ' hould

City Clinic, sal'd NILTAs .
If\'frbs?rsgl wji;m the registered p};i'egd
macies in Kampala who s‘u.pg ! _
them with the sus_pected vacceil w
«1f NDA is claiming that we are c% v
ine fake vaccines they should bea
with the suppliers because we u:v
from recognised and hcez::sed phar-
macies in Uganda,” she said. \
Mbarara Community Hospltal AIL-
countant, Mr Saul Niwebesiga, said
on Tuesday that they have bv?:en pur
chasing the vaccine from licenced

- pharmacies. “All along we have been

buying from a recognised pharmacy
until when NDA came here and told
us that the vaccine was fake and I do

el It could sterilised water or another  not know whethe; they have con-
tigate and test the suspectag Bepa-“pectin ditis € ones to dupe unsus- chemical in the vial, he said. firmed that,” he said.
titis B Vaccines,” Dy Bitekyerezo said “Wegh RS By yesterday, health facilities ad- NDA publicist Frederick Sekyana
-%eségriayf adding that the investiga- gotevi d;‘l‘:ge“gfhzrt?gggggéldi;vidl;ave versely named by NDA continued said police had taken some suspects
1 15 t_}__ ast onelweek. arawasusing a computer tst; pl'odxlaére m&s}-}fgsif‘glliiﬁa‘s; Céggtrlr?:ﬁager of il e Mbaral‘e;,
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but gave no details.




