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The background. Caroline Lamwaka was a joumnalists

with

Uganda'son

ly TV and radio station in 1986 when the

NRA soldiers led by Yoweri Museveni took over Kampala
and the country. She recalls the events of January 26,
1986 up until the swearing in ceremony of President
Musevenl on the stairs of the Parliament building in

Kampala.

National Resistance Army fighters enter Kampala on January 25, 1986. The
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First-hand account. The story of our times as told by the péoble who were there.

SRS

as they made their way into the city. e proTos

It was gunfireas NRA soldiers took over Kampala

Account. Last month, NRM celebrated 30 years

since it stormed Kampala. This week in Witness Henry
Lubega revisits the recollections of a former news editor
and anchor at the only radio and television station in the
country at the time, Caroline Lamwaka (RIP), recorded in
her forthcoming book, The Raging Storm to be publlshed

_ by Fountain publishers.

n the morning of Thursday
January 23,1986, I left the UTV

studios in Nakaseroto go home at my-

uncle’s residence a few meters from

the station on Nakasero Road.
_Myuncle had just retired as a di-

rector at the Ministry of Information

and Broadcasting to join politics. At

home, I found him with his six- year-
old granddaughter and house help
called Tom. The rest of the family
was in Kamwokya, Makerere Uni-
versity and Mulago Medical School
studying.

The next day, the battle for Kam-
pala and strategic institutions like
Radio Uganda and Uganda Televi-
sion in Nakasero intensified. We had
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ABOUT LAMWAKA
Carofine Lamaka was a war and peaoe
Journalist and researcher. She has covered
the civil war and peace process [n northern
Uganda, She was bon in Uganda on j
January 01,1963 and passed away on -
March 05, 2006 at the age of 43, Her

memoirs, The raging Storm, will soon be
published by Fountain publishers.

to take cover in what was thought
to be the most secure place in the
house. The soldiers at UTV were
shelling towards western Kampala
directly over our house, while the

* NRA rebels returned fire from the
opposite direction.

Sometimes I would wonder if

we would survive the crossfire. A
couple of times I would go to the top

- floor to watch the ongoing battle

with Tom, seeing plumes of smoke
billowing from the horizon in parts
of western Kampala around Rubaga
Cathedral and Makerere University. _
*. Then suddenly, the shelling
stopped on Saturday. This brought
unbelievable silence and great relief
which eased the fear and tension we
had beenunder.
- We heard voices in Luganda out-

it sxde the gate and my uncle said “the

- game is up, the guerrillas have taken
. over power”. Throughout that Sat-

*.-urday, we remained indoors moni-

toring events on BBC Radio courtesy
of Henry Gombya who was reporting
fromKampala.

At about midday on January 26,
there was a faint voice of Yoweri

Museveni on Radio Uganda. Unlxke
in the previous announcements by
the UNLA officers, his wasinan or-
derly manner and style.

When the NRA took over Kampala,
they stopped the looting that had
begun. They set a standard, no loot-
ing, no killings. On the morning of
January 27, two of my uncle’s chil-
dren and one of their friends came
from Makerere University and Medi-
cal School in Mulago, to check on the

. family. They talked of victimisation

of northerners where they were
coming from by some people from
the south.

However, at UTV and Radio
Uganda when I reported for work
later that day, it was a different
story. Gen Salim Saleh together with

BRIEF BACKGROUND'ABOUT NRA BUSH WAR

 InDecember 1985, Tito Okellos &
government signed a peace deal, . -
 the Nairobi Agreement, with the

: I:Februaryl%l, shortlyafier the

ew Milton Obote government '

took office, Yoweri Museveni, then

a former Military Commission-

member, and his armed supporters

declared themselves the National -

Resistance Army{(NRA).
Museveni vowed to overthrow
| Obote by means of a popularre-
bellion, and what became known
as “the Bush War” began. ‘The war
. beganwith anattack onanarmy
barracks in Mubende District on-
February 6,198L

"+ with Museveni becommg presi- -
* dent. NRA became the national -

- Uganda People’ s Defence Forces

other commanders assured the peo-
ple who had gathered around after
the takeover that NRA did not come
to harm anybody or to revenge.
Meanwhile, before leaving the
station on January 23, one of the
soldiers manning a 14mm gun at
the northwestern entrance of the

* premises, told me as I was leaving

to go home that if I find the people
at home gone, I should come back
to the station and stay under their
protection.
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Tens of thousands of people
turned up at the parliamentary
building spilling over to the nearby
streets for the swearing in ceremony
of the new president. Like many of

NRA. However, the ceasefire

“broke down almost immediately, - [§

and jn January 1986, Salim Saleh
commanded NRA’s assaulton
Kampala, which eventually led to
the demise of Tito Okello’s reglme. 2

army, and was later renamed *

(UPDF)

the people from northern Uganda,
Thad not known Museveni the poli-
tician and the guerilla leader, nor
grasped the concept of his politics
before and during the Bush War.

There was generally extraordinary
enthusiasm for Museveni in west-
ern, central and southern Uganda
where many people clearly viewed
him as aliberator.

His coming to power was viewed
asadawn of a new era. In his ad-
dress to the nation after taking the .
oath, Museveni promised to restore
the rule of law, adding that the secu-
rity of the person and property was
abasicright for cmzens not a favour
given by regimes. €

- He was young, educated and had

“an aura of authority and self-asser-

tiveness about him that made him
seem promising to many.
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