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Renovated Mugaba Palace
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opens doors to the public
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MBARARA. The Ministry of Tourism,

Wildlife and Antiquities has reopened
the historic Mugaba Palace in Ankole
following extensive renovations. in a
move aimed at boosting cultural tour-
ism in western Uganda.

The palace, a former residence of the
Omugabe (king) of Ankole, has been re-
furbished at a cost of about Shs7.5
lion whder the 2017/2018 fina
vear budget. Officials said its re
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. by the government of Apollo Milton
: Obote. The move, which followed politi-

cal tensions over federal arrangements
and land disputes, rendered the palace :
inactive, with parts of the property later :

occupied by squatters.

Although cultural institutions were
restored in 1993 under the NRM gov-
ernment. the Ankole Kingdom remains
unrecognised,leaving its cultural herit- :

age sites largely neglected until recent i g ; . -
. The Mugaba Palace on Kamukuzi Hill in Mbarara City. PHOTO/FILE

government intervention. @

Speaking at the reopening at the :
weekend. the Acting Comumissioner for :
Antiquities and Monuments,Ms Jackie :
Nyiracyiza, said the restoration is part :
of a broader strategy to grow tourism
: istry is now focusing on promoting :
Ve have set a target of 15 years to . agro-tourism alongside cultural tour-
rate up to $50 million, but thisre- | ism, highlighting Ankole’s iconic long-
zires expanding cur tourism offerings. | homed cattle as aunique atiraction. ..
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revenue threugh cultural heritage.
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Ankole has arich story thatcanbemar-

keted Jocally and internationally;” she
said.

Ms Nyiracyiza added that the min- |
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“Our aim is to tap into agro-tour-
i ism. The long-horned cattle symbolise
: wealth and pride in Ankole.If we pacle
age and promote such heritage, we can
i attract more visitors and generate in-
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i come;”she added.
She also emphasised the role of the
: palace asa centre for.cultural dialogue
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: and unity, adding that its historical ar-

chitecture and exhibits reflect past inter-
actions among different kingdoms.
“This palace should serve as a space for
dialogue on heritage and culture.Histor-
ical records here show how kingdomg
interacted through visits, intermarriag-

. es and exchange of gifts. We want to re-

vive that unity;’she said.

Mr Umar Muwonge, a senior tourism
development officer, urged leaders to
embrace cultural tourism as an econom-
icactivity

“This is the way to go.Investmentsin

. cultural tourism can generate revenue
: while restoring pride among communi-
. ties,”he said.

Mbarara City Tourism Officer Al-
lan Karakore Buhanda said opening
the palace to the public will preserve
Ankole’s cultural identity and promote
domestic tourism.

“Mugaba Palace is central to the histo-
ry of the Ornugabe. By preserving it, we
are safeguarding our heritage. Tourism

is not only about national parks; visitors
can also experience culture”he said.

He added that the palace showcases
traditional artefacis. . s S
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