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RAMPALA, Mr Simon Okurirt was in 
untold pain as he stood more than 50 
‘yards aveny, watching helplescly as is 
<on lay matinnlese for hevirs o the ve- 
randa of Geaha Erly Childhond Devel 
‘opment Programme. 
Ttwas well past midday and the April 

sun blazed over the school prermises on 
the outskirts of the capital Karmpala. 
Dazens of police offcers stond guard 

10 block the public from ceessing the 
school that had nore turned intoa scene 
ofcrime afer the incident that report. 
.dr, ‘happened between 11am and mid 

i - photographs of 
the lfelese body while others stretched 
tapelines across the ground. measuring 
distances a< though grief could be calcry 
lated. 
Inspector General of Police Abas Byak 
agabawasalsoat thescene. 
For the parents gathered, each click 

of the camera and each measured step 
was sall in the wound because it on- 
Iy stretched their patience and made 
themmore anxious 
“Please, allow us to go and 1 see my 

child"Mr Okurut. wearing a sky blue 
shirt and dark trousers, plended with 
the offcers who blocked him and other 
parents from entering the crime scene. 
He knew with a father’s instinct, that 

the small body covered with a wrapper 
yvas his son. And he was Hght His two- 
year-old son,Ryan Odeke, was the first 
Victim of the assalant's knives. 
“The suspect.identified as Christopher 

Okello,34, reportedly then turned his 

blades on Kaise Alungat, 2 Gideon Ete- 
k.2 and Ignatius Sserwange.3. 
Sserwange, Alungat, and Eteku sus- 

tained injuries but dicd later in hospi- 
tal 
It wasnot established why the suspect, 

said to be from Nwoya District in north- 
‘ern Uganda,committed the act as inves- 
‘tigations areunderway. 
One of the first responders, Mr Ismail 

Galabuzi, described the chaos that fol- 
Jowed,saying hewastold that when the 
‘suspect first stabbed the first child, the 
school employees rushed to stop him 
andascuffleensued. 
“Amale worker at the school made an 

alarm calling for help, He attemptedto 

trol of the knives and was disarmed,Mr 
Galabuzisaid. 
“The suspect atterpted to flee the 

‘The residents called in the police, 
‘whicharrived ontime,and detained the 
suspect. 
Ms Annet Komugisha, a resident,said 
community members and the child 

dren to Wentz Medical Centre, which is 
near the school for treatment However, 
when word sprea tha they had died, 
theirgriefturedtofury 
“When the residents found out that 

theXids had also died, they became so 
angry and demanded that the suspect 
be given to them for mob action,” Ms 
Komugishasaid. 
MrStanley Oketch,the legal 
ativeof theschool,tried to console the 
grieving families, 
“We deeply condole ith parents. The 

‘police have started the investigations. 
The police will competently pursuejus- 
tice”Mr Oketch said. 

Heexplained thatthe suspect had hid- 
#| denbehindthe guise of a potential new 
‘parenttocarry out his heinous crime. 
Kampala Metropolitan Police Spokes- 

‘person Racheal Kawala said the suspect 
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Murder scene: 
Senior police 
officers, including 
IGP Abas 

Market Byakagaba, went 
to the crime scene 
yesterday. 

Ggaba Beach 

Voices of grief at Gaba: What. 

hadfistvistedtheschoo two aysar 
lerpretending tosekadmisionforhis 

e school administrators shared 
withhim the admission details Thenhe 
returned today (Thursday). Upon arriv- 
al hevisitedtheadministrator and even 
paid Shs180,000 as the initial fzes,”Ms 
Kawalasaid. 
‘But when leaving the premises, he al- 

legedly pulled out concealed knives and 
grabbed one child after another stab- 
bing them repeatedly The mctive re- | 
‘mainsa; 
Police officers advised that Odeke's 

bodybeleftuntouched to allow orensic 
expertstocollect evidence. 
Once the news of the suspectsactions 

‘were revealed to the members of the 
" public,they demanded that hete hand- 
edovertothem for punishmentbut po- 
licestood in their way. 
“The residents wanted the suspect to 

beburnttodeathMr Galabuzisaid. 
‘The suspect was carrying four knives. 

‘The two knives that were lef: at the 
crime scene looked to be very new and 
Mflwwngma.h’flwy appearedtobe 
professional kitchen kniy 
When the polic offces delined to 

yield to their demands, the residents 
started demonstrating by blocking 
the roads with boulders and garbage, 
prompting the security personnel to 
callforreinforcement. 
‘The suspect was then driven away by 
mlmy 

Parents from neighbouring schools 
rushed to the scene, desperate to see 
their children. Some ried to orce their | 
way in, but officers threatened to use 

H \pers 
Police and residents struggled tore- | 
mmm,wmwmdnmm | 

'His pain was transmnitted o other par- | 
ents and the esidents They wanted o | 

wrong did our children do? 

i 
Oneofthe 

| heartbroken 
forcefully access the scene, but the sol- 
diersand the police officers blocked the 

parents.PHOTO/ | roadsto prevent an escalation. 
IBRAHIM 
KAVUMA 

By 3pm, forensic experts had finished 
theirgrim work.Survivors were handed 
back o their parents. The atmosphere 

 was thick with contradictions with 
tears of joy from those reunited with 
theirchildren,and wais of despair from 
those whose little ones would never re- 
tunhome. 
Mr Karim Kazibwa, the father of Ali 
Kakaire, recalled how he received the 

| newswhileat workinKonge 
“When I heard the sad news, 1 went 

intoa panic mood. I ran on foot to this 
school toseemyson,"he said. 

1 Relief washed over him when he 
i found his boy unharmed.“l am very * 
| grateful tothe Lord that he has spared 
i flnfikmdfld.lnm'-::‘ 
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