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KAMPALA. Fixorbitant cost of viectriaty, poor quality of cows and lack of adequate places 10 seelude (quarannine) sick Aimals from the healthy oncs have mace it difficult for a fac- tory commssioned about three Yers ago to export processed, Packaged and branded beef 10 the rest of the world, Daily Mouitorhas learmt. 
Egypt-Uganda Food Security (EUFS), a modern slaughter- house commissioned in August 2015 by President Muscven is Yel to export any value-added beet despite his remarks then that the count ry has come of age and as a result it is now in po- Sition to export processed and branded boof products. _Ideally, commercial opera- Hons should have hit high gear by now, but as a result of chal- lenges, most of which are down to the government failure to come clean on its promises, the management of the modern ab- attoirhas found it hard to imme- dlatcl}{ hit the ground running 

as earlier anticipated. 

Unfulfitied govt promise 
Daily Monitor understands that so far the promise by the 

sovernment to offer the factory electricity at the concessional rate hasn’t been honoured yet. 
The factory is being charged the industrial rate of Shs592.5, 

according to the Umeme 2018 
tariff card. This has been wors- ened by routine power outages 
the factory is experiencing. 
Although Uganda has more 

than 17 million heads of cattle, 
according to Uganda Bureau of 
Statistics, industry players say substantial number of that is be- 
low the classification required at 
the international markets. 
The chief executive officer, at 

EUFS, Mr Sherif El Kallini, said 
the low weight of the Jocal ani- mals is below the classification 
demanded of cows meant for ex- 
port market, which means they 
need to be fattened. 

‘Thus far the government move to have the animals fattened before being slaughtered, pro- 
cessed, packaged and branded for export has not materialised as the fattening centre that was supposed to be built by minis- 
try of Agriculture and Animal 
Industry is not yet in place. 
e D e 

Launc 

Efforts to have the Egyptlfl 

investor bring in experts 
J;(;n 

elscwhere to train the loca 
o 

how to fatten and take care 
C 

the animals meant for 
'e'xp(l)o 

among other expertise 
is al _s;“ 

being frustrated by |mnjng1me 

tion officers whom he said 
y 

demanding about $3,000 
pev 

expert, describing that 
as ex 

Ce\slfll}‘:,een the Immigration De- 

partment was contracted, 
it 

emerged that the fee should not 

exceed $2,500 per expert. 

EUFS facility also has 

capacity to produce and ex- 

port beef, goat, lamb, fresh 
and processed meat, hides 
and related products. Once 
commercial activities begin, 
the company will employ 
nearly 400 people. 

There is also lack of a holding 
pen to quarantine the animals 
for at least 21 days to ensure 
they are disease free. This is_ an 
international export require- 
ment. Without this, Ugandan 
beef will not be accepted in the 
international markets in the 
Middle East and beyond. 
At the moment, EUFS is en- 

gaged in training of its employ- 
ees on standards and profes- 
sional handling of beef product 
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Re]?lgle?heless, if everythu_\g 

goes according to the plan, in 
the next 60-days, the country’s 

Jong-awaited jowrney to export- 
ing processed, packa}ged and 
branded beef should kick off. 

1t is estimated that about $50 
million (about Shs183 billion) 
will be accrued annually once 
the EUFS factory starts export- 
ing value-added beef products. 
According to EUFS business 

model, more than 90 per cent of 
the proceeds gotten from export 
of the processed beef products 
will be reinvested into the value 
chain, with the livestock farm- 
ers who are estimated in the 
range 400 being notable benefi- 
ciaries. 
Speaking in an interview last 

week at the facility located near 
Bombo Town, Luwero District, 
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Denies allegation of non.p, 
Meanwhile, while 

receipts of various Daymen 
has made to severa] supplim‘f 
?1@ denied any claim that Euyg is not honouring its Obligations 1 the individuals and cory panies they are doing businesy 

He said anybody with a geny 
ine claim against the factoryhas 
been paid, including the land 
where it is currently located. 


