TURNING TABLES THROUGH TENNIS FO
NAGURU DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN

Few individuals are willing to devote time and effort to
give back to the community but not for 27-year-old Amina
Lukaaya. The tennis seed is reaching out to youngsters in
her old Naguru suburb and the results are visible.
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nder the watchful eye of Coach

Edward Koboyi, Kennedy

‘Wambi, 13, takes on Hassan
Aladin, 12, in a table tennis duel in-
side a small classroom at Nobles Ju-
nior School in N:

The two young players are confi-
dent and with an admirable spinning
speed. Midway, Wambi takes a kill
shot that beats Aladin.

The walls are plastered with read-
ing charts and a wooden blackboard,
characteristic of classrooms in infant
schools.

A loose lemon green string cuts
across this small classroom. Other
strings tied on it are sagging. I later
learn that before any player takes to
the table, he/she has to first practise
playing with the balls tied on those

sagging strings.

Coach Koboyi shares some words
of encouragement after engaging,
among others, Abdul-Malik Munya-
neza, 11, on the table. Munyaneza
is sporting blue shorts with white
stripes and a yellow t-shirt labelled
“Right To Play’ but here, you dress as _
you wish provided you are decent.

w -This Primary Six pupil has not yet

the b serve or re-
turn of serve but his firm grip of the
racket is promising.

‘Wambi, according to Koboyi, is
Seed One at this table tennis club.
He learns quickly and does not allow
losing. Abubaker Babu is Seed Two,
closely followed by Aladin and Ara-
fat Kasozi. Seed is the ranking system
in a tennis event. There are 32 seeds
which are filled up by the 32 best
players of that gender participating
inanevent.

Koboyi says, “We started this proj-
ect in December but they are doing
really well; they are highly motivated
and always expect new things. They
have got the talent, there’s a future.”
How it all started

The project was initiated by Amina
Lukaaya as a way of giving back to the
community. -

“Igrew up in Naguru and I see many
disadvantaged children, here. Some
don’t go beyond Primary Seven, I
think they deserve better. It will go
beyond talent search and develop-
ment. We also emphasise discipline,

character, capacity building and cre-
ating opportunities—opening up the

world for them.” o~

. . Lukaaya, the 2015 ilspa feinalg

table tennis player, attended Naguru
Infant School.

She learnt the game in Senior Two
at Nabisunsa Girls School. Her talent
was i

the children’s talent early enough.
But the breakthrough came in this
long third-term holiday.

The first coach she got was too

daily (9am to midday),” Lyj

shares, meanwhile shouungni:l.
structions to the few children iy, the
room. “And considering the limiteq

by Girls
Movement Uganda (GEM-U) which
topped up her tuition throughout
secol school.

In April 2015, she approached the
administration of Nobles Junior

Dusy togn
tention. Lukaaya then hired the ser-
vices of Koboyi, a student at Ndejje
University, who shares Lukaaya'’s vi-
sion for the project.

“We began training, in the first

week of ber for three hours

there’s a tre, im-

provement, because all of them weyg -
first-timers.”

Occasionally, Lukaaya takes the
children to watch tournaments
Kololo SS to witness and feel why
it is like playing. Their excitement s
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that during this time, their
children are here and in safe
hands... we try to make it as
legit as possible,” Lukaaya,

explains.

Mubiru adds: “We allowed
dropouts to give them a bet-
ter chance of Living; when they
start dreaming that ‘one day
1 will be a world champion’,
they get hope and drop the
other vices.”

By the time we were there,
a few children were present.
While some had gone to the
villages, others had gone to
rehearse for religious study
competitions.

But the numbers will soar
when they return from holi-
days. Whenever necessity
meets passion, invention is
the likely offspring.
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