Dispenser and soda bottles
are Used as planters

BY FATUMAH NALWANGA

ith pnoes

increasing Ty

day, people have

come 1 with

ways 1o Erow

food crps on
small pieces of land so that
they do ot spead 1na mach at
the market

Aprochemists under
Nakawa Tusimbudde
Carparative Society, inspired
by Dr Horbert Kasia of
Byanja Demonstraton
Farm, decided 1o set up
demonstration gandens i
Kyambogo, a Kampals suburb
12 equip people with skils
in modern [arming methods
on the smallest piece of land
porssibibe.

The first training, which
0ok place last Saturday, was
free of charge. Itanracied
peaple from all walks of bfe
and was quile imeracive.

It was chear that people arc
yeaming 0 find solutions
wihe o of high food

prices.

inl
The g ook pace A
K2 village i Kyamboga.
Nakawa diision lowas
conducted undes the theme:
“Tusimhudde”, which means
mwe have set el since it s
byen preparing to sctup the
demonstration ganden for 3
while.

the free training?
Ii“;:l says 2 good Jeadet
should lcad by exarsple. 1t
10 sef up

Gardening tip
Muhammad Tumwebaze,
an agrochemist, says
when you use urine as 3
pest control measure, you
save a lot from spending
on pesticides and even
avold fake products which
affect plants.

1o fish than 1o give them fish.
This praaical knowledge will
Thelp increase their savings
a1 the household level” He
said they have all ypes of
vegetsbles and are planning to
add fruit trees in a few months,
The demonstration garden

ad

Mimwebare, an agrochemist.
who was the lead Instrucion
aid some people buy fake
cvedlings, while others buy
seedlings that have beett

ismanaged right from the
supplicrs.

" e sell seedlings afier
cutting off the first roots,
which are key in the survival
of every plant.” he sald.

Most participanis had
questions about how o
223

s were
advised 1o avold fake
products.

INNOVATIONS
Box anan:
‘have been planted in
mm baxes lo demarcate
compound approprimely

e

oardenin

and create space for other
crops. This 15 a format far
both minimising space and
Ieautifying the compotnd.

Water bottles
Mineral wa:erhol;lﬂ are
lne In these

m&:n pardens. They
have been rated andd
wﬁium smﬁ;ﬂ‘m
he fence vwall, W T,

vidual more space
m\nd&mﬂ touch the
ground.
Green sacks
Th':se are big sacks “'h‘ﬂ
have been .
small hardcore stenes are
dded in the middle of the
Sail 1o allow the imigatian of

sacl

Dispenser bottles
The gardencrs here have
mastered the art of recycling.

various crops planted in these

the big dispenser barles used
in office for drinking water.
They are very good for any
vegetable which needs space
1o expand,

INuod dust

Instead of using grass for
mulching, this feg'm has used
wood dust to mulch theiz
gardens, which helps in water
reservatbon and the crop has
water throughout the day.

Coffee husks

anather innovation
which was highlighted in
this training. CofTee husks
enhance soil fenility,

Animal manure
Participants were Laught
how te mix black soil and
animal manure for bener
ferility of the seil, since many
Jamented that their soils are
ot favourable for vegetable
ETOWIng.

Participants
(§Bave) tatring &
splhach qarden.

Fatumah

Plastic soda

qardens

| Urine pest control

participants when
to them that they can
at much urine as possib
and keep it for some weeks
1o manufacture their own
pesticides. “When you
use uring as 3 pest control

are, you sve 3 bot from
ing on the pestiddes
and even avoid fake product,”
Tumwcbare explained.

Front yard grocery
Kasita said every serious
backyard gardener should
Ennovate ways of marketing
their produas and sching upa
Yocal grocery at their home.
You can set up a small
Erucery shop in front of your
home where you have the
garden. Harvest as yeu display
n the gmcery shop. The crops
will masket themselves and you
will even be overwhalmed by
demand,” he said

SATURDAY Vision, Jw:i.m

CHATLENGES & ADVICE

challsnges
Wiy hamemad Turresbazs, an anrachemist, wha is
consldering taking on backyard rardening as 3
Tutl-time job, sald it (5 nat a business for the faint-
hmarted becaute (b comes with ehallenges,

Hie Highiightad the mier-chantint weather 45 one of
the main challsnges in recent times, ~Since our crops
nmed much cace, the changing weather Is our biggest
aratiem currently, Therefore, 4 farmer has to do
contimimis research and comsult fflow qardaners to
find out what kind of weather i3 fysaurnsio for what
crop types,” he sald.

Ha further [aments that funqgal control ia f the
biggest challanges for backyard farms. "They are
retarious and may not easily respond to riailatle
pest contral methods.”

Advles
Turmrwshaze called for devaloging marksting
strateqies, He sald since these backyard gardens are
for both sul ence and oo I {

it Is impartant far someons to plan how to markat
their crops. “Marketing your crops is key in putting
D A backyard qarden hecause the yagetables make
profits in a short time”

He added that market research is
another important aspect that
should be considared. “Hhen

W research, you [=arn new
things which imprave jyour

rdeming skills," He urged
visiting fellow gardeners to
axchange iews.

Stuetying and understanding
weather patterns is another
tip that every gardener
should do, 50 a5 to avaid
planting in the wrong
saasan, Be sctiva “This
activity is not for the
lazy. Crops are like babies
ssgecially in the sarlisst
stages of growth. -~
They need a lot of
care,” Tumwebaze
emphasises. He
insisted that crops
need full-time
attendants,

You carl grow vegefables for bot
hame cansumption and sale in
your Backyard

Waterproof it... Right from the Start

K@{} , Choose
VUX7 CONMIX WATERPROOFING SOLUTION

'Wa orovida tha Right Water Proofing Schutions at every staga
JOUF EonstrUCTion precess, crotecting your bullding from
1ater and saving you money.
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