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the problem

ith
¢ .
Sovereignty Bill
;*\me ofanationhas  ofourlabour force toiling in the
“\f‘vm‘”"\' W0 perspec- diaspora, which is now our big:
i nm«“&.e‘xtmm andintemal.  gest export and increasingly our
RSt "c‘;" 9-7h0.3d0p( ion of lavgest foreign exchange eam-
EMimes (‘l‘f\l adiustment pro-— er ahead of tourism and coffee
WS & Qe APS)in May 1987 combined. 1_11g large-scale an-
SVerai frender of our external — nual repatriation of funds north
Ment r’mw by the NRMgovern- ~ of 3 billion by the 4 million
Trae 0 the World Rank and the Ugandans in the diaspora has
A ”\“a' 1ohal Monetary Fund boosted the local economy by
- - \Which descended on our increasing available capital and
b el Sovereignty with their ~ ta revenue, thereby strength-
P tliomm demanding privati-  ening the Ugandasshilling. For-
iy O and elinquishingofna-  eign nationals have equally con-
b Mal control over our exploita-  tributed to investment capi-
 reSOnTces, tal The prohibitive measures
y }m.e Mational borrowing,reg:  proposed in the Bill will crip-
; a"“‘? and promotion of for- ple business operations, forcing
Slgn direct investment (FDI)in-  capital outflow that could weak-
emational grantsand develop-  en theshilling.
Mental assistance throughlocal ~ TheBill also does not antici-
Nancial and credit instiutions pate that Uganda's ability to ac-
Were tools employed todestroy  cess foreign financial markets
the externa] aspectofoursover-  would be filled with pitfalls. it
C1enty Domestically financial fa-  is likely that more developed
(ilties have been manipulated  member countriesof the Bast
Jhe IMPand World Bankto  Aftican Community (BAC) will
Mabilise and disorient our - attract more foreign aid, accen-
Nancial system throughmulti-  tuating inequality This would
National companies whichwe ~ lead to continued underdevel-
farnish with endless tax holi opment and migration of Ugan-
ayS,concessions and subsicies ~ dans tothose countries.
While they milk the countrydry ~ Therehasbeen talk of Par-
and then migrate elsewhere. liament grabbing the civic du-
Weliveinga world where tril- ty of citizens to elect their presi-
lons of dollars moveelectroni- ~ dent without public consent by
cally around the world without ~ way of referendum. We have to
orders, Therefore,the propos-  challenge that political culture
alinthe Sovereignty Bill that where politicians assume gov-
“International monetarytrans:  ernanceis too complex for the
common man, holding consul-
tations after decisions are made,
The prohibitive  whichinitselfis aviolation of
sovereignty.
measures pro- Adayinthelife of aUgandan
d 1 3 is beginning to feel like every-
p Qsed lIl the B l]l one s on their own and the gov-
Will cripple bu-  emmentisremoved fromreati
: £ ty What then might be the rem-
1Ness opera-— edytoafailing state where sepa-
ons ration of power is replaced with
¥ separation of the state from the
people?

Think about a government
limited by guarantee; acom-
munity-based system of govern-
ancein whichrepresentatives
are held to account for their par-
ticipationin the design and de-
livery of change. Citizens would
not be personally liable for gov-
ernment debts beyond their
agreed guarantee, hence pro-
tecting individual sovereign-

actions be subject to the crite- ty.Communities would man-
ria and limitations specifiedby  agecommon resources collabo-
theBill’is amere mantra which ratively which is more fair and
cannot be effectively enforced sustainable than top-down reg-
becausetechnicallywehaveno  ulation or privatisation.
sovereignty left to preserve. The solution to the challenges
The Bill suggests that obtain- of sovereignty doesn't lie in po-
ing funds from Ugandansinthe litical will, but in the will of the
diaspora is tantamount to con- people. We must zero govern-
cluding a treaty with a foreign ance down toself-rule at a per-
state, technically declaring 8 sonal level, then to communi-
percent of our populationstate- ~ tylevel before advancing tona-
less. All citizens should be af- tional sovereignty.
forded equal rights and access We should concern ourselves
toresources such asland,labour  with the quality of occupants of
and capital, with equitabledis-  Parliament not only because t
tribution of social products. The  has become a breeding ground
proposed Bill would violate the for badideas, but because thoge
constituﬁonalrighttoacc&@s men and women are an existen-
nationalresourcesbydenying  tial threat to the dignity of the
thepeopleaccesstothefruits  commonman and the destiny
Arafat Engena-Nekyon is a Fellow,of UPC School of Ideology.
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