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BY RAJAB MUKOMBOZI

MBARARA. A sombre mood en-
gulfed Kanyigoshora Village, Rubaya,
Mbarara District,as mourners flocked
to pay their last respects to Pame-
la Tumwebaze,46, who was killed on
February 11,during a break-in at her
home in Gwafu West Village, Mukono
District.

Pamela was the director of students’
affairs at Uganda Christian University
in Mukono.

Unlike most burials that begin with
achurch service, this ceremony took a

different turn.The Ankole Diocesehas |

a policy that burials on Sunday can-

not be conducted before 2pm, forcing

organisers to start with speeches.
Speaker after speaker, including sib-

lings, relatives, colleagues, and com-

munity members,demanded justice
and answers about who the assailants
were and what their motive could
have been.

The atmosphere grew even heavier

siko,9,and Noah Sean Matsiko, 13,de-
livered heartfelt speeches that moved
many to tears..

“My mummy lived a unique life,

- in strategic places, reinforced by the

‘Getto the bottom of her
killing, family tells govt

- was always happy, liked praying and a

- kind person, constantly read the Bible |
- and taught us how to pray”Elijah said.

His elder brother Noah remembered

- hismother as loving and deeply faith-

“Even on simple things like cooking

: or driving my mother would first pray,
¢ said their prayers were for a thorough

she loved people;"he said.

The church service began at 4pm, :
- led by the Bishop of Ankole Diocese,

~ the Rt Rev Sheldon Mwesigwa, who

. expressed concern over police investi-

. gationsthat often stall.

“When police tell you we have start- -
- ed investigations most times this
-means the files have been closed.Let

: mehopeitwillnothappentothisone,

. we need results and culprits get an-

. swerable,”he said.

when Pamela’s children, Elijah Mat-

Mourners demanded justice and

: raised questions about what could
: have triggered her killing. Many
¢ wondered how someone described
: as humble, loving, and God-fearing

could be brutally killed.

In a statement released on Satur- |
. day,police confirmed that the prime

suspect, a former househelp, Hussein

Dak Taewaiko, had been arrested in :
Budaka District with some of the de-

ceased’s property.
Her brother, Mr Joseph Tumwebaze,

investigation.

“Even though the assailantis caught,
put in prison for 30 years or more, it
is not enough. We want to know if he
was working alone, what hatred he
had with him because she was brutal-
ly killed,"Mr Tumnwebaze said.

The Vice Chancellor of UCU, Prof
Aaron Mushengyezi, also questioned
what kind of person could kill Pame-
la, who was known for her kindness
and compassion. He noted that she
had shown signs of distress before her
death.

“Before she died she had started tell-

i ing us that she was to get married, it
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Pamela Ruth Tumwebaze

brought excitement among staff and
students but the mood changed, she
was not happy as usual, always qui-
et, even in staff meetings she had [so that] we know
changed, she was not herself and we = thosebehind it,”
believe she knew what was goingto © Family friend T
kill her,we pray that some of herclose : ther of Deputy -
friends might know. The publicneeds = Tayebwa,also calle
to know the enemy that person was,” “WhenIgot thes

Prof Mushengyezi said. _ la’s death,Icalled t
He said the deceased’s benefits & Speaker to knows |
would be given to family. . died[and if govern

“As the policy, the deceased is enti-
tled to retirement and other bene-
fits. After the burial, we are going to sit

: He assured me he
i-director of CID to L z
¢ justice,”"Mr Bangirana saic,



