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Renovation. Minister
Kiwanda says a private
developer to whom the
contract to renovate
Pakuba was given has failed
to deliver.

BY TORRIAS JOLLY OWINY

editoral®ug nationrmadia corn

NWOYA. Pakubn Safari lodge at
Murchison Falls Park, Nwoya District
was former President 1dd Amin's fa-
vourite state lodge.

Thelodge on the hilltop, faces the
Junction of the two Niles and Lake
Albert,

Currently, the once magnificent
and most guarded facility, sitting on
five acres of land lies in ruins and has
become home to deadly wild beasts
such as leopards,

For the past 43 years, the govern-
ment hasn't had any plans to rejuve-
nate its beauty apart from some ini-
tiatives by private developers.

The eucalyptus canopies, roofing
and the shiny stones that once gave
the lodge an eye catching appear-
ance have decayed and are no more.

Designed by a Danish architect,
Hans Munk Hansen, the construction
of the lodge that began in 1970 took
four years to be'completed.

Mr Pacuto Opiyo, a conservation
warden, opens the safes of his rifleas
we §lowly tiptoe towards the former
main entrance of the ruined facility.

.Hc wades carefully while keeping
his eyes in all directions as he ap-
proaches the dilapidated swimming
pool behind the block from the south-
ern side.

To Mr Opiyo, accessing the ruins
has been out of bounds to visitors, ex-
cept when with heavy security since
the state lodge has been taken up by
leopards and buffaloes that now use
itasahome.

_“Sometimes you can hear these
big cats roaring from as far as 200m

. away. This usually happens when

;he'y.are hungry, playing, fighting or
Inviting others for a feast after a good
kxl!,” Mr Opiyo says in a low fading
voice as he passes through an en-
trance to the pool side.

Haven for wild animals

The pool section, covered in thick
thorns and tall bushes, lies on 90
square metres of stone flooring.

After checking the pool side and
ensuring that it is safe, Mr Opiyo fi-
nally invites the rest of us through.

_ From the east corner of the pool
lies remains of freshly eaten impala.

He warns us not to move aninch to
the leopards prey.

“The leopards could probably be
prowling nearby since they sensed
us. We have to leave now,” he says.

The swimming pool is dilapidated,
and around it are both small and big
piles of fresh dung that the warden
identifies to be of buffaloes and el-
ephants.

The leopards inside the structure
start to roar again and we exit the
pool side.

According to the warden, the
be_asts Now man the swimming pool.
Itistheir resting place and hide away
from the scorching sun.

He says the leopards have also
taken over the bedrooms, the former
restaurant and the lounge.
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Amin’s former state
lodge home to leopards

In bad shape. A game ranger stands next to the dilapldated Pakuba State Lodge In the Murchison Falls National Park, Nwoya
District recently. p0T0 BY TOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY
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son Falls National Park conserva-
tion manager, told Daily Monitor in
an interview recently that there had
been plans by Pakuba Safaris man-
agement to refurbish the facility but
it has taken forever. “It is true there
has been that plan to renovate it be-
cause the wreckage that remains is
still strong enough to be developed
but that is under Pakuba Safaris not
UWA. However, I can’t tell when that
will be,” Mr Okello said.

Hesaid the warinnorthern Uganda
led to the destruction of Pakuba Sa-
fari Lodge.

It’s fairly easy toimagine the for-
mer safari lodge inits heydays stood
tall and attractive since a wrecked
skeleton of the complex rises from
the high grass.

The two-storeyed building accom-
modated 160 people and employed

- more than 120 while each room had
LT aTh 1o PR

tion. Uganda Wildlife Authority pro-
hibits any access to the interior of the
ruins by tourists because of the prac-
tical danger that waits inside.

Only a single tract runs from the
northern side of the ruins and any
visitor interested in seeing the leop-
ards is only limited to see them from
their windows.

“No one is allowed inside the ru-
ins, we have very dangerous animals
living and breeding inside. We don’t
want to risk the lives of visitors,” Mr
Opiyo said.

Mr Opiyo alleges that the lodge

- which is strategically located in the
Park was used to aid Amin’s right
hand men who smuggled ivory
to other countries in exchange of
fire arms, especially through the
neighboring Democratic Republic of
Congo. ’

Mr Emmanuel Mujuni, the Pakuba
Safaris hotel general manager, said
they are trying to put back the luxu-
rious wings and apartments to up-
grade the facility to an international

OTHER RUINED LODGES

+ Besides Pakuba Safari lodge,
Amin'’s former state lodge
built 1975 in Lututuru hill,
in Agoro Sub-county, 35km
away from Lamwo Town
council, Lamwo District is also
dilapidated. Residents now
use the floors of the facility
to dryand grind grains. The
roads to the hill are in such

* poor state that cars often get
stuck .

level. “We are trying to improve and
expand this environment day by day.
We have put up a swimming pool
overlooking River Nile,” Mr Mujuni
said.

According to the state minister
for Tourism, Mr Godfrey Kiwanda, a
private developer to whom the con-
tract torenovate Pakuba was given,
has failed to deliver.

“It was given to a one, Mr Tu-
musime and it has gone past the
agreed three years. He instead de-
cided to develop the formerly staff
quarters into the new lodge con-
trary to what we agreed with him,”
Mr Kiwanda told Daily Monitor on
Tuesday.

The minister said they will visit the
site soon for an assessment while
they seek other options.

Intheagreement, the minister said
the developer needed to restore the
ruins, the dilapidated swimming pool
and the airstrip

Murchison Falls National Park,
the biggest national park in Uganda,
in the early 1970’s was known to be
home to Africa’s biggest population
of elephants, lions, giraffes and Nile
crocodiles; one of the predators that
Idi Amin loved to hunt for sport.

However, by the end of his eight-
year dictatorial rule, the elephant
population of Murchison Falls Na-
tional Park had fallen from an as-
tonishing 12,000 to less than 200 el-
ephants according to records availed
by the authorities of Murchison Na-
tional park.

Besides Pakuba Safari lodge,
Amin’s former state lodge built 1975
inLututuru hill, in Agoro Sub-county,
35km away from Lamwn Towm eonn.
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Mengo congratulates FDC

KAMPALA: Biganda Kingdom
administeation has congratulated the
newly suom-in Forden for Dermnocratic
Change (FOC) party president, Mr
Patrick Amutiat upon his suenessfyl
alnction. Speaking during the Buganda
parliarment meating on Morday, Mr
Mayiqa halled tha FOC party for
axhibiting high lavels of darmocraey

All paople aspiring to lead Uranda
must depict how they wart the coun-
try to be governed startineg from theie
parties. Thera must be free and fair
electlons amongst parties,” Mr Mayiqa

said. [Jarmes Kabengera]

"We can’t confine elephants’

NWOYA: The Uganda ‘Wildlife Author-
ity (U'MA] arecutive director, Or Andrew
Sequya, has sad containing elephants

in one place is impossible since they are
migratory. “It's extrernely difficult to
change the migratory gene of elephants
and keep them tied up in Murchison
Falls Mational Park,” Dr Sequya told Daily
Monitorat the weekend. His remarks
follow a waming issued late last month
by President Museveni, who accused
UWA of failing to cortain elephants
from straying into community farmlands
in Nwoya District. [Julius Ocungi)

Govt asked to reinforce law

TORORO: Medical specialists from
the Elgon region have appealed to
government to reinforce the law that :
bars unqualified individuals from admin-
istering any treatment to patients.

The health professionals under their
umbrella, Uganda Medical and Dental
Association Elgon branch, made their
call during a district leader’s symposium
in Tororo District on Moncay. Dr Moham-
med Mulongo, the chairperson of the
association, said the number of quacks
flocking the medical field is worrying.
[Joseph Omollo]

RDC accused of blackmail

KABALE: The Kitanga Perish priest, Fr
Gaetano Batanyenda, has accused the
Kabzle Resident District Commissioner,
Mr Darius Nandinda, of mobilising other
priests to rebel against him. | have infor-
mation that the RDC is mobilising zbout
50 priests in the diocese to undermine
me.Heis promising to take them to
Ruwakitura to meet the president for pos-
sible financial support.” Fr Batanyenda
said in his November 24 letter addressed
to the RDC. But when contacted, Mr
Nandinda dismissed the claims as base-
less. [Robert Muhereza]

Mayiga advises parents

KAMPALA: The Buganda Kingdom
premier, Mr Charles Peter Mayiga,
has emphasised the need for parents
and teachers to spend valuable time
educating children about integrity
and culture. Mr Mayiga said through
science and technology, culture can
be inculcated among the young
generation without necessarily copy-
ing wrong beliefs from the western
world. He made the remarks during
a cultural conference organised by
the Nnabagereka Development Foun-
dation in Kamnala at tha winnlead
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