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Opinion _—— 
Lessons from 
Canada; Everyone 
deserves Internet 

e headingis clear, Recentlythere have been Internet back. Outsin several coun- tries.Sucha violation can- 
ot happen in Canada. Inter- et access s considerec a - man right that everyone must enjoy.Unless otherwisestat. €10 one has the power-— Whether out of discretion or desperation—to disconnect OF turn off the Internet for any purpose.except under ir- cumstances expliitly provid. ed for by law Under Bl .5, the Minister of Communic. tions issrictly allowed toor- deran’ lntemeuhutdflwn only fthere are reasonable 8rounds to believe that itis. Tecessary to doso to secure the Canadian telecornmuni. cations system againt any at including interference, ‘manipulation, disruption or degradation” ~+ According to the Govern- ment of Canada wiebsite, the tights and freedoms that in- dividuals have offline must al- sobeprotected online. Canada is committed to working with international partners to pro- tect Internet freedom, includ- 

Internet s not 
achoice or a 
favou; it is an 
essential tool 

~ for life 

Ing the rights to online free. dom of EXDression, associ. tion and peacey Iy as 0 protect privacy o, I adians therefore ery Joy both the right of access to the Internet and protection of that access, 
lnCan!da,itisnntstfllzms cretion of the ntor o institution to censor, gi <onnect, o selectively pro. 

1y violating their rights but is 2lso committing an offence. Why has Internet become a human right in Canada? ‘The answer is simple. Inter- netis not a choice or a favour; itis an essential tool for life. The health of any nation can be measured by its freedom of information. People use 
the Internet to conduct busi- ness,communicate,study.and more. Whoever impinges on 
the right to access the Inter- net adversely affects the lives and rights of millions internet clampdowns not only expose a society’s primitiveness an insens?';"vny bt can also lead tocriminal and civil iabilities, Canadian leaders ayoid such 
liabilities because Pdi:n_s todo 50 could cost them their posi- 
tions. Any tort liability result- 
ing from such an act legally 
obliges the government to re- 

dress the victims,and the costs 
come from taxpayers. By vio- latingthis right,a person auto- ‘matically loses credibility as a 
competent leader and may be removed for abuses of public funds,callousness, negligence, or criminality. This is what competent and good govern- 
ance looks like. 
Contrast this with my coun- try Tanzania. During contro- versial elections, internet ac- cess was shut down while the Incumbent President claimed 2 98 percent victory, If this Were a fair and square win, it would stand as a world re. cord—one that even rajs es doubts about s legitim- ©¥ During these elections, in- ternet clampdowns preyent. ed serutiny that could haye endangered national secyy;. S which in practice revolyes around the powers of the pres, ident, 
In some plac s €3, internet cop- trolis not just a policy toof by 2 Weapon. Hackers and ma- Ripulators canuseit toisrpy OF even overturn outcomes that the state seeks to secure. ‘The absence of internet safe. 8Uards can therefore afroct not Tatic processes butalso persong| liberties. In Toronto, the interpe j; Tecognised as 5 human righy because it enables citizens t Eexercise thejy freedoms ang POWer 0 account, 
CYDeISpaceis till treqte) g, a Ora tool of conroj, Untilinternet access iy o e a5 a right acrogg e Continent,citizens 

[#) CamScanner


