TR TR NN

D |

DAILY MONITOR | WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 5 .

Why artificial carpel
1s taking over homes
and compounds

People want something neat and modern.
Artificial grass does not require slashing,
watering or constant care.

BY SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA

hen you move around res-
idential areas such as Najj

era, Kisaasi, Kololo and

Muyenga your first spot is

styles, many homeowners are opt-
ing for synthetic alternatives that
promise a permanent green look
without the hassle.

*1 was tired of mud during the
rainy season and dust during the
dry spell;"says Hellen Namata, a
resident of Kisaasi“With the green

. carpet, my compound is clean

thinkthat green carpet s very ex-

' pensivebutinlongrum yourealise

thatithasseveral advantagesthan
natural grass, because they donot

* need any attention aslong as they
. arekeptsafe

- Lowmaintenanceappeal
Stella Namuleme a dealer i

She adds that at irst youmay |

BLENDING
MATURAL AND
%YNTHET!C

Namulemaa!sopmm‘.s

out that residentsare op-
ting for a hybrid approach
maintaining small patches
ofnatural plantsand
flowers alongside artificial
grass to preserve a touch

of biodiversity.

“Green carpet canen-
hance beauty ifused
strategically. Combine it
withpotted plants, trees
and properdrainage. The
goalshould be balance
rather than complete re-
placement ofnature,” she
advises.

Asthe trend continues
tospread from ups-
cale nsighbomhoodsbo
middle-income estates,
onethingisclear; the de-
sire for year round gree-
neryisreshaping the look
of Kampala's homes.

. children’s bedrooms, play are
| balconies and home gyms tn
. ateanatural ambienceshe sy

* has also been fueled by
- media platforms whe:
- ownersshare photos of

late lawns and cosy outc

+ ups.

-fore-and-after transfor
. | inspiring others to
¢ look. Many clients co

| TikTok, says Nam
. Shenotes that event

 for temporary fun

 thetic for birthds
- ers and family g

. of synthetic grasshas

' tal conservationist, ¢
 while artificial turf
© ter use, it also repl:
© vegetation that contr
 cooling and biodiversiry

- *Natural grass absarbs car®

- dioxide, supports insects and 1
- proves soil health. When we:

4 ' place it with plastic-based .
 terials, we lose those ecolozz
| benefits,” he says. He adds th:
| improper disposal of worn-c
| turf could contribute to ple
+ waste if recycling systemsare - ¢
. strengthened.*] argue that pr:
 tical considerations often ot
+ weigh environmental concer
- particularly in densely popus
- ed urban area: ;
. water arelimited *he
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home and interior decaray),
says that demand has pr,
sharply over the past twn .,
especially among young fary
and rental property owners i,
ingtoenhancethe appearan..
their premises.

“People want something .
and modern. Artificial zracs o,
not require slashing. walerin,
constant care. Once instalje
can last between five mrl
ye:m dependmg on quality

She mm!ed that most ¢ .r,
clients are homemwmers why,
upgrading their com pr,nmr» "
landlords seeking to attrct
ants,

“Thecarpet is typically laid »
compacted soil or concrets 5,
fitted with drainage layers 1,
low water to pass through 4,
ing heavy rains. It is advisah).
usean expert in fixing this ca
because it needs measurerm.,
and glueto look nice and fitsi-
she says

According to Namulema, pr
es for artificial carpets vary
pending on thickness and !
gin, ranging from Shsss 000
square metre, excluding ins:
tion.

“Beyond compounds, inter
designers, green carpet is n;
being used creatively indonrs

- Aesthetic and social mad;
. influence

She also reveals that the

“Influencers often sho

sereenshots from Ir

too, have embracad arti

whenyoulook for
tificial grass carpet it looks am
ing*shesays

. Environmentalconcems

However, the rising popila

bate among environm

- and urban planners.

Samuel Otai, an environm:
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