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n these times of gmi\;]ilr]\g l|

uncertainty and sh s

trends, the value of dat n

raw information typically |

depicted in words or figures |

- conlinues (o grow. As Al \
tificial Intelligence (Al) dom-
inates the information land- \
scape, prompt, comprehen-
sive and correct data becomes \
cven more essential. Access (0
data is also a site where ine-
qualities play out, as not all
Wwho need data have access
to it when needed and, in the
Necessary form for the most
beneficial application,

The global non-profit or-
ganisation, ONE Campaign -
through its One Data initia-
tive - has just issued an anal-

"¥8is which zeroes in on some
of the key limitations around
data accessibility and use, of:
fering some recommenda-
tons to address them, key of
which is shifting from “static*
reports to “living™ forms of ey-
idence that are more amena-
ble to usage by ordinary peo-
ble, policymakers and media,

The first issue is data frag-
Mmentation. Despite the gener-
ation of vast amounts of da-

—for example by the devel-
Opment worlq - usage is not
OPtimal because data is often
difficult to find ang Present-
ed in unusabje formats for
Mmany would-pe users.

a result, partial, and oyt-
dated information or anec-
dotes driye inferences in-

Stead of Ccomprehensive evi-
dence,

Secondly, the pace of pub-

}ic interest data production
IS 100 slow for the sort of ag-
ile decision—mak.ing demand-
ed by fast-paceq policy deci-
sion-making cycles.

For €xample, crucial nation-

€mographic data is gen-
erated infrequently. Because
demu?,mphic and health sur-

VeYSs - covering health, nutri-

tion and tertility - only hap-
ben every five yeary (in some
cases longer), while popula-
tion census take place every

10 years,

In their words, “this is too
infrequent to allow for con-
tinuous learning ang course
correction” and is 3 sig-
nificant constraint to evi-
dence-based policy practice.

: .E’.ncuuraging}y, countries
Mmay already be mindful of
this critique and making ef-
forts to address the gap.

Ever since it started con-

ducting these surveys in
1989, Kenya launched a mi-

and agility
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tor policy choices
and aclion fails,
turther deepening
existing
imbalances
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In this example, pp. &
data can UPPON polie, hay
. " 1}

S100s almed at re

) by
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this scenario o
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graphic and health survey
late last year to provide “up-
dated and fresh” datga to the
country’s last comprehensive
survey of 2022,

- Tanzania and Uganda did
their last comprehensive sur-
veys in 2022, while Rwanda
did one last year.

The third structural con-
straint is the emphasis on
national averages when pre-
senting data. Most official sta-
tistics historically present as
national averages yet broad
averages mask granular dis-
parities,

Averages do not lend them-
selves well for taking deci-
sions like targeted interven

sion. The picture of poverty

in many low- and middle-in- |

come countries is often a sto-
Iy of stark contrast between
the poorest and their better
endowed counterparts

That differentiat between
the poorest and least poor

TEIONs is often more than |

30 percentage ponts. To {)-
lustrate, in Kenya, the sp
dimension of povert
Iy manifests in arnid
gions €xXperiencing

atial
Y stark-
parts re-
as much

s over twice as high levels of |
than the rest of the |

poverty
country

ni (smaller in scope) demo. |

tions Lo tackle poverty and
inequalities to broaden nclu- |

Without credible ,,
prompt data the
base for policy
action fails, fur
Ing imbalances
| The analysis of th;
| sory on data caution
the tendency 10 igng
which is statistical,
ble, whilst prioritisiy; |
is measured. Often_the
of entire commun;;.
groups of people are
when they are “stay
invisible?

In the modern ondine ;
| Mation ecosystem, %Y

search engines - thos,
human machine o,
Systems - are nlegral <y
ta vonds” are a Minetiely ¢
misinformation and ,‘
mation, undcrwormg, furth
the value of availing credibip
| data,
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As the mformation langd.

. the form
ata s Present.

- which also links 1o de

i ape changes
m which ¢
Led
i hvery channels and

nisms -

mecha
matters. Thas anaiy-
S8 also echoes rescarch find.
wgs which back up trends to

wards higher uptake acyp
audiences, of more visual,
short format information.

Providing indormation out-
puts o short form need not
sacrifice the quality and rie-
our often associated with
text-oriented long form ver-
| Stons.
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s The writer is a social pahcy.af\-
; alyst with an interest in politi-
\ cal economy, i



