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gations that UPDF personnel are in-
volved in the destruction of the forest.
Mr Museveni further ordered the

- immediate eviction of all encroach-
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of Defence Forces to investigate alle- -
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Directive. Withthe
powers entrusted to
me, | direct that UWA
takes charge of Bugo-
ma Forest and enforces
its protection role. All people
within the forest must be evicted
with immediate effect,” Robinah
Nabbanja, Prime Minister

would not be considered. Mr Musev-
eni also proposed upgrading Bugoma
Forest Reserve into a national park to

._strengthenits protection.

Tourism Minister Tom Butime wel-
comed the transfer, saying UWA had
demonstrated stronger conservation
and enforcement capacity over the

‘Bugomals one of the largest ecosys-
tmlswehavenganda.'Mmuused
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UWA to save

BUGOMA’S IMPORTANCE
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¥ leaderstosupport conservation

ernment intervention to safeguard the ‘
- have fuelled degradation. Areas such as

ecosystem,”he said.

Mr Butime commended the prime
- minister for steering consultations that

 led to the transfer and stressed that all -
- encroachers and illegal operators must
- beenreported to police, while 30 files had

vacate the reserve immediately.

The UWA Executive Director, Dr James
Musinguzi, said deployment of enforce-
ment teams had already begun.

“We are deploying personnel on the
ground, using drones and aerial surveil-

lance to monitor activities in the forest.

Tllegal charcoal burning, timber cutting,
andfnmnngwxllstoplmmedlatelg’nr
Musinguzi said.

He warned that anyone found can-y-
mgmtillegalacuvmswnhmthehest

NFA officials admitted that

* Bugoma Forest had become increasingly
=25  difficult because of population pressure

Mr Bowazi Basigirenda, the NFA sector

5 ranger manager for Masindi covering
. Bunyoro,said degradation had worsened
. due to increasing settlement around the
. forest.

“Population growth and the increasing
number of homesteads around the forest

Nyairingo and Kaseeta are heavily affect-
ed,”hesaid.

Mr Basigirenda revealed that more
than 364 deforestation-related caseshad

been submitted to the Wildlife Standards
Officein

He added that NFA operations had led
to the impounding of several vehicles
uansportingchamoal,manyofwhichm
main parked at NFA offices in
District. Large quantities of illegally'
vested timber were also confiscated. j

Acting Kikuube District chairperson
Vincent Opio sald the district council i
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