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World Wetlands ay: prig culture and mmu-.rlrallon!d“g 

EVery year on February ,} 

e that quietly sustain e is year's World Wetlands Day themed: traditional knowledge: Celehumgculmu;yv Sfl.?’“d Vites us not merelytolookat wetlands as ecological asets, Dut s living achives o culture,wisdom and identity Uganda,this theme could not be timelier. From the papyrus fringed shores of ake Victoria o the seasonal wetlands of e cattle corridor, Ugandas wetlands have long been shaped, potected and nterpreted through traditional knowledge systems. Long before policy instru- ments,environmental impact assessments or Ramsar des- ignations,our communities understood wetlands as sa- cred spaces,sources of livelihood, and buffers against envi- ronmental shocks. 
Among fishing communities around Lake Victoria, tra- ditional norms governed when and how fishing could take place,often linked to seasonal cycles and cultural be- 

liefs. Certain breeding areas were respected and left undis- turbed, not because of written law,but because of inherit- 
ed wisdom passed from ore generation to the next. 
Incentral Uganda, papyrus wetlands were carefully har- 
vested for crafts, roofing and mats,guided by practices that ensured regenerationather than depletion. Ineast- 
ernand western Uganda, wetlands played a critical role in 
drought esilience, providing dry-season grazing and wa- ter for livestock—used wisely and communally. 
‘These practices were not accidental. They reflected a 
deepappreciation of ecological balance and interdepend- 
ence Traditional knowledse recognised tht wetlandsare not wastelands,butifelines—fitringwater controllng floods,storing carbon and supporting biodiversity Today, 
science affirms what culture has long known. 
‘Yet, despite thisrich heritage, Ugandals wetlands are un- derunprecedented threat Rapid urbanisation,industri- al expansion, unsustainable agricultureand weak enforce- ‘ment of environmentallaws 

have led to widespread en- 
t.In Kampala alone, wetlands that once acted asnatural flood controls have been drained or built over, 

with devastating consequences —annualflooding water ‘pollution andloss of velihoods. ‘The tragedyis notonly ecological;tscultural. As wet- Jands disappearsotoo doesthe traditional Knowledge as- 
sociated with them. Burgeoning generations are increas- 
ingydisconnecte from ndgenousconeration precti: 
s, while development 

narratives too often dismiss. 
p tible with progress. e * World Wetlands Day 2026 chllenges us torethink this 

icofthe past. ) 
Wmufmfimzummwmm 
tal resilience may well i in ediscovering what weal- 
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