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T L L e R O L

Whose sovereignty are you protectingg.

tis not out of fear of outsiders that the
government muzzles its population.Itis
out of fear of the very people it purports
tolead.

This is the same government that has
systematically dismantled the founda-
tions of civil society,managed electoral pro-
cesses, and stifled Opposition, yet now sud-
denly stands before us as the custodian of

Uganda’s sovereignty.

We need only pose one simple query:
whose sovereignty? Certainly not that of
the Ugandan citizenry that has seen its own
government devour itself from within to
maintain control.

In spite of its supposed anticolonialism,
government is intricately involved in the
very systems it purportedly resists. Ugan-
da continues to depend on the foreign in-
stitutions to help formulate its budgets and
policies,despite allegations that some of
these institutions’ structural adjustment
programmes have for years systematical-
ly stripped away the very basic public ser-
vices and worsened conditions throughout

Affica.

The proof can be seen everywhere: hos-
pitals that lack medicine; schools that lack
books; communities that must pay for the
public services their governments are sup-
posed to provide. And yet,instead of facing
down the forces that have created this sit-
uation, the government is using its power
against its own citizens.

Sovereignty! But for whom? The fears of
foreign mﬂuence in Uganda are very Jusu
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Sovereignty is found in
the people,in their abi-
lity to organize, to speak,
and to demand accoun-

tability.

fied in light of the history of colonisation
and economic control by Western pow-
ers.But once more than 40 percent of the
budget of a country comes from foreign
sources, then the issue of sovereignty be-
comes irrelevant.

You cannot argue that you are protect-
ing the sovereign interests of a nation when
your finance department is dependent on
the West to pay your way.

But what really shows the true colours
of this proposed Sovereignty Bill 2026 is
its selective nature: Foreigners come in-
to Uganda,extract the minerals and there
isno problem; foreign institutions dictate
the terms of expenditure in Uganda,and
no problem; but the local women's rights
group which uses foreign money for setting

up a shelter house? That's a problem for na-

tional sovereignty Not that this Bill is an-

ti-imperialist. Far from it!

This legislation fundamentally criminalis-
es the notion of politics. Vague and non-ex-.
istent crimes such as "economic sabotage”
and "foreign influence" do not have a basis
in law; they are blank cheques made out to
whomever is in power.

The crisis in Uganda was not created by
Non-governement Organisations or civ-

il society groups; instead, it was a response
to this crisis. NGOs established health clin-
ics in poorly served regions, offered legal as-
sistance to those who had been forsaken,
and taught children when the government
had abandoned its duty to provide an ed-
ucation.To categorise these individuals as
threats to national security is cruel on pur-
pose.

The biggest burden is borne by wom-
en and young girls who are forced out of
schools,into marriages,and to take on the

care work that the State no longer provides.

In the same stroke, the Bill goes after those
very organisations which have been at the

- forefront of securing their rights. As they

shut down, the safe houses close and wom-
eninneed of support have no place to go.

Sovereigntyis found in the people, in their

ability to organise, to speak, and to demand
accountability Without these things, what
you haveleft is not anation but amanaged
population.

B Ms Rebecca Kabegjja, Pan-African feminist

| lawyer and feminist political economy
analyst
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