Challenges
facing Ugandan
agriculture

uite often our leaders talk

about farming as the founda-

tion of the country’s economy
and itis strongly tied to poverty
reduction.

The sector employs about 75 per
cent of the country’s population,
contributes about 20 per cent of the
GDP and about 48 per cent of export
earnings.

However, only a tiny fraction of our
national budget (below 5 per cent)
is allocated to the sector and most
of the country’s youths do not have
any practical introduction to farming
since they spend at Jeast seven years
of their childhood attending primary
schools that have no school gardens.

* Some four million households in
the country depend on small scale
farming merely for self-sustenance,
With 78 per cent of its population
under 30 years of age, Uganda has
€ youngest population in the world
according to the UNFPA 2017 report.
Abig population such as we have
wTequires increaseq agricultural pro-
ductgoqto feeditand to create jobs,
Yet, in our case, a big population
also means more press

! ent, drug abuse, early
marriages, Spread, malnutrition,
_and poverty,

Arecent Uganda Youth Survey by
the East African Institute of the Aga
an Umversity revealed th
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