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Uganda National Exam- 
inations Board (Uneb) 

shifted from the previ- 
ous awarding of distinc- 
tions, credits, pass, and 

failure in subjects and 

replaced them with the 
A, B,C,Dand E scores. 

Jite traditional secondary schools ¢ 
in thecountry yesterday tightened 
their Senior Five entry scores, with £ 
the majority admitting students 

who ot A and B across all subjects in 
the 2025 Uganda Certificate of Fduca- 

¢ Putiki, Trini 

e eramyays G Schol i 
Maryhill High School.offered subject 
combinations (o only students who 
scored straipht A 
Forinstance, students who opted for 

Science combinations such as Physics, 
Chemistry, and Mathematics (PCM); 
Physics, Chemistry,and Biology (PCF), 
and Biology Chemistry,and Mathemat 
ics(BCM were required to have scored 
Aacrossall the subjects. 
Nevertheless, their admissions were 

still pegged to overall performance. 
This implies even if a student scored 
triple A across their combination op- 
tions, but has posted lower scores in 
other subjects, they would not be ad- 
mitted because the cut off score re- 
quired is Bin ll the subjects. 
“The same criteria applied to students 

optingfor Arts combinations, includ- 
ing History, Economics and Geogra- 
phy {THG/sub Math); History, Econom- 
ics and Literate (HEL/sub-Math);and | 
History Divinity and Geography (HDG/ ¢ 
ICT)in theseschools. 
But for Ntare School, Mbarara High 

school, Maryhill High School, Kibu: 
i Secondary School, Kawempe Mus. 
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Top schools tighten 
Senior 5 entry scores 

Head teachors and school administrators choose learners who meet their respective cut-off grades for admission dur- 

lim Secondary School, Bweranyange 
Girls School, Kings College Budo,a stu- 

 dent can opt for Science combination, 
rovided he or she scored at Jeast 2As and a B, while an Arts combination is 
fered 10 a student who has scored at 

least 2Bs and an A in their combination 
subjects. 
Astudent who opts tostudy PM,PCB, 
BCM, for example, must have scored 
2As and a B in their subject combina- 
ion, and for Arts, including subject 
combinations such as HEL/SM, HEL/ 
M, HDG/ICT,one should at least have 

£0t2Bs and an A in their subject com- 
binations. 
Mr Emmanuel Kanyope, a teacher 
t Bweranyangi Girls School, said the 

school will adimit 300 students to Sen- 
: ior Five this year, starting with the 180 
placements the ministry has given 
them. 
“Bweranyangi is a school of academ- 

ic excellence, and without discriminat- 
ing,our subject combination will take 
atleast 2As and B to remain competi- 
tive. We were given 180 students and 
theyall qualify so we are taking them,” 
hesaid. 
Mr Wilson Ndeze, the deputy head 
teacher of Ntare School, said: “We are 
giving combinations based on the stu- 
dents performance.So,a student with 
triple A qualifies for the Sciences, and 
one with 2As anda B in a combination 
in the Sciences. We give the Arls combi- 
nation provided you have 3Bs” 
‘Some schools such as St Henry's Col- 

lege Kitovu are taking only straight A 
grades for the Science combinations 
and ABB for the Arts. 

Brother Siliaco Turyatemba, the dep- 
uty head teacher of St Henry’s College 
Kitovu, said the school raised its cut 
off scores after receiving far more ap- 
‘plications than it could accommodate, 
yet many of the applicants performed 
well. 
He said the school will admit only 

Explanation. 
Tho skills systemis 
not anything less than 
the academic system J 

which we have al-ways 
known, sothose big num- 

going to be trained 
generate jobs, and 

support others,” Dr Kedrace 
Turyagyenda, the permanent 
secrotary of the Ministry of 
Education and Sports. 

themasfirst choice. 

Ruralschools relaxadmission 
But some average and rural schools 
have relaxed their admission scores, 
comparedtolast year. 
Mr John Nabasa, the deputy head 

teacher of St Leo's College Kyegobe in 
Kabarole District, said last year, they 
considered students with only As and 
Bs,a decision that he attributed to fail- 
ure to interpret the new grading sys- 
tem. 

ut this time, for the Arts combina- 
tions,we are considering A to C, while 

180 learners out of the 530 that picked | for the Sciences, we are considering 

 ing the Senior Five selection exercise at UMA show grounds in Lugogo, Kampala, yesterday. pHOTos GEoFREY MUTUMEA 

thosewith Asand Bs. he said. 
Mr Nabasa added:Last year.we were 

sostricton As and Bs for both the Sci 
e and Arts combinations because 

were confused. We didn’t under- 
tand the grading system, but we have 

rehended i 
ek Oiworthedeputy head ‘Masinya Secondary School 
e they rlaxed the cutafl 
points for Arts combination from C 
T Duwhile the points for the Sciences \erbmaintained atC. 
He explained that the Arts subjects 

‘were adjusted from a C to a D in one 
Eroup whose performance was notso 
O ichae Yeko the deputy head 
teacher of Sebei College Tegeres,said 
they have limited space and will avail 
slotstoonly 180students. 
He explained that their cutoff points 

forboth the Artsand Sciences had been 
hiked from Cto B due to improved per- 
formance and limited space. 
Grading system 
Under the new grading system, which 

started last year under the new lower 
level secondary competence-based cur- 
riculum, the Uganda National Exami- 
nations Board (Uneb) shifted from the 
previous awardingof istinctions,cred- 
its,pass, and failure in subjects and re- 
placed them with the A, B,C,D and E 
scores. 
According to Uneb, grade A means 

exceptional and demonstrates an ex- 
traordinary level of competence by ap- 
plying innovatively and creatively the 
acquired knowledge and skills in re- 
ablifesituations, while grade B means 
outstarding and demonstrates a high 
level of competence by applying the ac- 
quired knowledge and skillin reablife 
situations. N 
Grade G means satisfactory and 

demonstrates an adequate level of 
competency by applying the acquired 
knowledge and sidls in reablifesitua- 
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D means bas 
strates a minimm level of 
tencein applying the acquiv, | 
edae and 
while 
demonstrate 
competency in applying the 
Yonolede and skl in 
tio 
some sehaols o 

s maintained 
<coms 
For example. Riicoea Coll 

taking 2 minimum of B score. 
Science combination subjects |, 
forthe Arts 

Moraopt for Scioncas 
Like st year more students . 

edfortheSciences than the Ay, 
Inboth Ntare School and ey, i Girls School. the matio of ay. forthe Arts and Sciencee i 1.4 Mr Ndeze attributed th 
motion of Sciences by the pres “Most of the students who o, OPting for the Sciences i fin oy Bovernment policy of sponsori, encestudents in universities, o e added: “The second attrar, the salary increment for sci( theemernmant So e i TN 

€ easier to get employed 2y €I more money when the S0ty 1 Sciences, Otherwise, the 
pass the Arts very hone 
combinationof cholees™ T tearee P e nent secretay 010 the 1 
:kn(l‘\:":‘;‘;‘; of ctudents optin, 
ing e m Sciencesisa good M0 
Over140,000laftott 
Atleast 144,008 

students . 

number that passed t
he 

and attained a cer
tificate 

scriptenabling them fopr, 

for Five, will not be picked 
ingselection and placement ., 

the two-day exercise that 
day will see 284,620 stud. 
in 2205 private and gov 
ondary schools. 

Statistics from Uneb indicy;, 
total of 428,628 candidates 
into 99.08 percent of th 
sat for the 2025 exams, passed | 
‘cured placements in Senior .. 
This implies that the ongoi. 

tionwilltake inonly 66.4 
totalnumber of students whe 
Of the 284,620 that will b 

101360 tudents will be enrc 
governmentaided secondary 
under the Universal Post-0'. 
ucation and Training (UPOL; 
‘gramme, another 18,130 v 
rolled in 97 government-aided « 
(non-UPOLET), and the re; 
164,280 will be enrolled in 135, . 
vate schoolsacross the country . 
DrTuryagyenda said the un 

students will go o vocational a- 
erinstitutions of learning and 
“The skill systemis not anyth: 

than the academic system wh.; 
have always known,so those biz - 
‘bers are going to be trained 
‘generate jobs,and support othe: 
said. 
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