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Kakooza, who made  his

remuarke lare faat vear duning

the  commissinning of - St

Andrew Kagwa High School
Gombe, Kawaala In Wakiso
district, said all schools need
t refocus  their  teaching
This was the first function he
officially presided over as the
nNEW permanent secretary of
the education ministny

“Itwill not just be about
classwork. We need students

who are all-round and can
stand  on thetr own  afier
praduation o1 at any other

level of education.” he assents

He says the Government is
refocusing it attention to skills
development, with emphasis
on vocational education. _

Nearly 30% of the population
08 less than $1.25 (about
Sh3,600) per day. according to
UNICEF. One-third of children
below the age of five suffer
chronic malnounshment.
The low  remuncration  of
teachens and the poor quality
ol teaching and leaming; arc
always constant reminders of
some of the challenges in the
education sector.

“We need to embrace an all-
round education model, which
has 1o involve business, ICT,
handcrafts and other skills that
our children can use to become
Job creators,” Kakooza says.

He adds that so many
children are talented, but such
skills are not hamessed by
many schools; since they are
hot considered important.

With  the new lower
secondary (O'level) curriculum
back to the drawing board,

2CE

Kakooza says the revamp will
partly focus on  developing
skills in students.

“Saience and technology is a
big aspect of development in
the country. That is why as a
country, we are emphasising
that students  embrace
saences,” Kakooza said.

The Rev. Fr. John Baptist
Sscbayiga, who led mass
dunng the commissioning of
the school, also emphasised
the need 10 develop children's
talents,

“Education is important, but
we also need to help children
realise their dreams through
the talents they have. Schools
and the Government should
provide these facilities where
children develop their talents,”
Fr. Ssebayiga noted.

Mulindwa  Mukasa, the
pnnapal, also noted that St.
Andrew Kagwa High School
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Skills education way to go

A e

embraces skills development
through  handwork  and
entrepreneurship projects. He
welcomed the call from the
new permanent secretary.

The director of Gombe
schools, David Kyewalabye,
challenged the Government
to fast-track the use of modern
technology  in  education.
He noted that with the new
focus on skills development,
the country is headed [or the
middle income status. i

Jessica Kwagala, a parent
at the school, also asked the
Government to start the skills
training as early as primary
school.

—

Students entertaining guests during the commissioning of the school

The money Uganda
received from

donors for health,
technical and business
institutions in the last
financial year.

Donors shift attention to
skills development

Meanwhile, ~partners  and
international - financial
institutions ~ are  gradually

shifting auention to technical
and vocationgl education. With
additional boost in funding, the
education sector in Uganda is
now investing in infrastructural

development of technical and
vocational education.

Uganda is one of the
countries on the continent
shifting attention to voganon.gl
education and linking it
with economic development,
according to the World Bank
studies. )
This partly explains
why Kakooza and _other
educationists think this is the
way 10 go.

In the last financial year,
Uganda  received  about
sh426b from donors for
health, technical and business
institutions.

At shl04b, the biggest
chunk of funds was from the

The  other Alrican
countries ‘;h"“"'l
attention to vocationg)
education Inelyen
Chad, Ethiopla, Gijine-
Seneqal, Sierra Loegpe
Cameroon, Ivory Cogey
and Zambla,
mrcmmulu,(:.nnu,,,,m
in Its poverty reduction
strateay  document, I8
developing  vocationg
and professional lr,,.n,m,
to facilitate Intm:mnqn
into the labour market
and Ivory Coast talks
about squnqmgn;nq
vocational training,
More so, Ghang links
vocational education
and training  yty
education of the yoytp
and the developmany
of technical and
entrepreneurial skills;
Lesotho and  Rwang,
focus on linking Tygr
to businesses, whijla
Malawi emphasises the
need to promote se|f
employment ‘hfouqh
skills development,

World Bank, Belgium gave
shdab grant and the [slym;c
Development — Bank g0
additional support of sh35p,
The state minister for higher
education, Dr John Muying
says donors are focusing o
skills development at higher
institutions of learning.
Decades  ago, attention of
most donors was on

a

primary

and secondary educatipn

especially  with univcnai

primary  and secondary
education.

With the €Conomijc

recession  and growing rae
of unemployment in g,
developing ~ countries, the
education ministry notes that
there is a gradual shif of
attention by donors towards
vocational education.

Technical and Vocationg)
Education  and Traim'ng
(TVET) is back op the
development agenda of Many
African countries, according 1o
Dr George Afeti, the Secretary
general of the Commonweahh
Association of Polytechnicg in
Africa and a TVET consultant
to the African Union,

This follows a complex
set of reasons that includeq
budgetary  constraints and
criticisms of the World Bank in
the early 1990s on its direction
and focus.

The World Bank had argued
at the time that the delivery
of vocational education and
training was not cost-effective,
However, since the beginning
of the new millennijum, 2 fresh
awareness of the role that TVET
can play in economic growth
and national developmen; has
dawned among policy makers
in many African countries,

@ CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

