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S
Tﬁﬁugisu leaders say

the government should
allow schools to collect
small, affordable fees
from parents to sustain
proper learning.

BY FRED WAMBEDE & ANDREW
WABUSHENDA

harging of extra fees in govern-
ment-aided schools in Bugisu
Sub-region has attracted mixed
reactions, with a section of lead-
ers saying il is necessary to enable
schools to improve academic perfor-

mance.
This comes at the backdrop of the on-
going crackdown on illegal fees in gov-
emment schools in Bugisu- Sub-region
by the State House Anti-Corruption
Unit.
~-Last week, Samuel Wamimbi, the
head teacher at Bumageni Army Bar-
racks Primary School in Mbale District

arrested and interdicted. It was on

rations of collecting illegal fees in
government school, in defiance of Pres
ident Museven]'s directive on free edu-
cation.
Rev John Wi]sonNandaah the Bish-
op of Mbale Diocese, condemned the

~ arrests of the head teachers over extra
fees, saying the implementers are not

wellinformed.
- *Faith-based organisations should be

: al]owedtol:ha:seﬁeestomaetunmt

costs until the government can fully
fund education for all students *he said,
adding that an agreement was reached
between the government and faith-
based schools to charge extra fees,

from government support, in terms
of human resource (teaching an

“In some cases, schools may have 5

payroll. Parental contributions hel

bridge this gap by enabling schools to -

pay non-payroll teachers and sup‘port
infrastructure development,”he.
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Learners at govt schools should-
pay extra fees - Bugisu leaders

Bishop John Wilson Nandaah (2nd right), Mbale Diocese leads prayers to

Rev Nandaah made the remarks dur- |

tory at Busiu Sec-

mance greatlyimproved.
He cited examples of government

schoolsin the central region,where par- |
! ents contribute significant amounts of |

ency, Bududa District, revealed that .
or schools where parents contribute |
towards their children’s education in
government-aided institutions perfor-

‘ing the thanksgiving ceremony held | SGHOOL DROPOUTS
to celebrate Busiu Secondary School's | ‘*terterrmi e s
strong performance in the recent ex- | = According to an analysis from
aminations released by UgandaNation- ©  the Uganda National Examina-
al Examination Board (UNEB) as well . tions Board (Uneb) and Edu-
as the commissioning of a new science cation and Sports Sector An-
laboratory at the weekend. : nual Performance Reports (ES-
\ The leaders say the government | SAPRs), approximately 42.8
i should allow schoolsto collect small,af- ;|  percent of pupils who start pri-
fordable fees from parents to sustain |  maryschooldo not complete
proper learning. . Primary Seven.

Daily Monitorlearnt that among the i This means that almost 43
extra charges include fees for develop- | percent of pupils drop ocut be-
ment, tests, reams of paper, feeding and -; fbmﬁnlahngpnmarywhwl.
weekend coaching; which charges con- |
travene the Education Act of 2008 and | thnt about454pament,ﬁamale
| “the presidential directives. . pupilsdrop out before com- *

Mr John Baptist Nambeshe, the Mem- . pleting P.7, compared to 44 2
ber of Parliament fowMamwa Constit- | percentforboys. . -

money. i
Mr Nambeshe noted that any fees |

" paid by parents are agreed upon during

Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) meet- |

ings, where stakeholders decide on a |

anew

~ondary School. He is one of the leader supporting schools to charge extra fees. PHOTO/ANDREW WABUSHENDA

hl,

amount for

“We don't support parents mpayex

. orbitant money in government schools
. but if parents agreed to pay something

small, the government should allow
that for the betterment of learners,”he
said.

Poor performance

He further observed that the Bugisu
region, more so government aided
schools still lag behind other parts of
the country in terms of academic per-
formance as evidenced in the recent-

i ly released Primary Leaving Exam- -
. inations. This highlights the persis-
| tent gaps in resources,supervision,and
! X

support.
Out of 7,000 PLE candidates, 782 pu-

- pils attained Division One. Division
 Two and Three accounted for the ma- |
- jority of pupils,while 875 were in Divi-
. sion Four, 945 were ungraded, and 66

i did not sit the exam.

Mr Kassim Namugali, the outgoing
Mbale City mayor, noted that during
© benchmarking visits to regions such |
as the west and central, strong school :

management and active ParentTeach-
er Association involvernent.

Mr Jimmry Mambiro, the head of the
education desk at 5tate House under
the State House Anti-Corruption Unit
while addressing head teachers at
Mhale District headquarters during a
meeting maintained that illegal charg-
ing of fees in government schools at
both primary and secondary levels is
not acceptable.

He emphasised that it is a crime for
school administrators to send learn-
ers home due to failure to pay feeding
mone',;nonngthatth:smnmvmathe

Primary Education (UPE) pok

icy

*If a parent cannot pay, they can still
provide something for the child to eat,”
Mr Nambiro said.

He further stressed that schools im-
plementing government programs
such as Universal Primary Education
(UPE), Universal Secondary Education
(USE),and the Secondary Education Ex-
pansion and Development (SEED) pro-
gram must strictly adhere to presiden- »-
tial directives.

Responding to the State House crack-
down, Mr Namugali emphasised the
need to involve local leaders and par
ents rather than merely issuing wamn-
ings or interdicting teachers, which he ¥ 5
said demoralises them.

“You cannot embarrass teachers and
expect them to remain motivated to
teach,"he said.

Mr Herbert Weboya, the hezd teach-
er of Busiu S-emndarjr'!d)ool, revealed
that the improved performance in
both the 2025 UACE and UCE results at
the school was largely attributed to par-

- ents'contributions.

He said the school has 61 teachers, of

. whom only 35 are on the government

payroll. “The others are paid through
funds contributed by parents under the
PTA ~he said.

President Museveni while meet-
ing youth leaders at Mbale Second-
ary School in 2024 and during his cam-
paigns blamed the high dropout of

| learners in government aided schools

in the country to extra charges im-
posed by the head teachers in conniv-
ance with Parent-Teachers Associations
(PTA).



