| Dafly Momftor
28 | THURSDAY, NOVEMAED 38 2017

———t e~

Special report

Saurce of employment . The cu'tivation of cocos i

Bundibugryn dietrict dates back fa this year

Bundibugyo
farmers consider
“abandoning
cocoagrowing

Contemplation. Farmers in Bundibuyo District, who had
abandoned cultivation of other crops and opted to grow
cocoa, are contemplating abandoning the crop because it
cannot be grown in the same garden with other crops, writes

Misairi Thembo Kahungu

been known as the most important
cash crops in'Uganda.

These crops attracted foreign exchange to
the country through exports.

However, another crop that was being
grown at a small scale was cocoa. The cash
crop became attractive at the turn of the
century when more farmers started plant-
ing it.

Cocoa is mostly grown in Mukono, Ka-
muli, Jinja, Masindi, Mpigi and Bundibugyo
districts,

By 2001, most of the farmers in Bundibu-
gyo District on the slopes of the Rwenzori
Mountains in western Uganda had picked
interest in growing the crop. The cultivation
of cocoa in the area however dates back to
1990.

Cocoa was seen as a relief to most of the
farmers whose coffee, a long-standing in-
come-generating crop, had started drying
up after being attacked by coffee wilt. The
vields started dropping because the planta-
tions dried up gradually.

For a long time, coffee and cotton had

Cocoa was quickly planted on large acres
in Kasitu, Bukonzo and Sindira, among other
hilly sub-counties.

The Bakonzo farmers who were still
growing coffee could not cope with the
pest attacks and adopted cocoa growing
like their Bamba neigbours who were grow-
ing cocoa on the lower lands of Ntandi and
Bubukwanga sub-counties near Semuliki
National Park.

Some of the Bamba farmers who opted
to do retail business in Bundibugyo Town
sold their cocoa plantations to the Bakonzo,
who had gone to the lower lands to look for
potential cultivation areas.

Between 2001 and 2007, cocoa growing
became the biggest economic activity in
Bundibugyo to the extent that most people
swapped their farmlands for the crop at the
expense of the food crops.

Economic growth

Asaresult of the cocoa boom, Bundibugyo
Town witnessed a boost in business initia-
tives as people used the proceeds from the

Earning a
living.

People extract
cocoa beans
from podsin
Bundibugyo
District

recently.
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cash crop to set up businesses.

According to the district commercial of-
ficer, Mr Justus Mumbere Musaki, most of
the retail businesses, restaurants, beauty
salons and hotels are a result of the produc-
tion of cocoa in the area.

“It is true our people started operating
many businesses in Bundibugyo Town us-
ing the money they earned from the sale
of cocoa. The developments in our town
are majorly accredited to cocoa because
almost every home cultivated it,” Mr Mum-
bere said.

He said people got “relieved” from the
burden of coffee that had become nonpro-
ductive and grabbed the new opportunity
handed to them by cocoa.

Farmers want out

Many farmers in the district have aban-
doned growing food crops to concentrate
on cultivation of cocoa, causing food inse-
curity in the district.

One such farmer is Mr James Murugutu,
a resident of Bunyangule in Sindira Sub-
county, who in 2002 stopped cultivating
coffee and other crops and embarked on
cocoa farming.

His decision was partly due to fear of los-
ing his coffee to the wilt disease that had
attacked many farmer in his village but also,
he did not want to miss out as his village
mates reaped big from cocoa.

“WhenIsaw that coffee had started dry- .

ing up and there was no immediate solu-

Ceoa 4 caitidared 1o be o rfeh souree of
ariding avd avancide which may impart
2 alen contain A high lavel of flyveraids
fn whieh may have banaficial afferts on

Hope still alive. Currenty. 2 tonne
of coca costs $2.000 (zbout Shs7.3
million) on the int: nal markat

tion, I cut down one and a half acres of my
coffee to plant cocoa. I also wanted to earn
more money from cocoa like my friends,”
Mr Murugutu told Daily Monitorrecently.

-Mr Murugutu is-now considering cut—
ting down his entire cocoa plantation - a
venture from which he managed to build

. a permanent house and educated his chil-

dren. The decision to cut down the planta-
tion is not based on disease attack like it
was in the case of his coffee but food se-
curity worries.

“Buying food from the market is becom-
ing expensive for me. I have nowhere to
grow foods like cassava, banana, sweet
potatoes and beans because I used all the
land to grow cocoa. It is becoming hard
for me to feed the family. So I want to cut
dowq some good portion of cocoa to begin
growing food since all the income ends in
the market,” he said.

Mr Murugutu is not alone. There are
many other farmers who share the same
worries with him because cocoa is astand-
al.one crop that does not-allow intercrop-
ping. i
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of three cassav,
\' 1eC cassava tubers costs She2,000,
Mr Semn Kiyibambn, a cocon farmer

R amba, a cocon farmer In

unyangwire Parfsh, §i .

J arlsh, Sindirn Sub-eounty
sald he is consldering /
ting sldering returning to culti-
f'\nn:‘rm\ﬂ;;'; H"s'.uv"rnmvm can provide
¢ 5 With disepse-resistant variants
of the erop, Lt
mtl’ho Glfw-yr-:\r old farmer said In a good
season, a farmer n-:lrn’;‘.‘&h'.l million from
an aere of cocon, adding that he conld
earn the same amount from an acre of cof-
fee, which can be grown alongside food
crops,

"'Gnvnrnmnnl should quickly eommis- “1
sion a study In our community hetween
coconand coffee to find out what conld do
better. It Is the responsihility of the gov-
ernment to find for us disease-resistant
coffee scedlings that we can resort to in-
stead of insisting on cocoa which is only

At work. benefiting buyers,” he said.
a"‘""’l' In A cocoa disease control expert in the
s:"’“' ) area, Mr Abdul Bagonzo, said the crop is
Bu:;lb"u"m“" also facing an attack from diseases that
District are causing the cocoa trees to dry up.
tends hls “This disease that makes trees dry has
cocoa garden started raiding plantations. We have, how-
recently. ever, trained farmers on prevention but if
i ™m0 g gliseasercsistnnt coffee variety is sup- B/
plied, our farmers will be happy to leave
cocoa,” Mr Bagonza said.
What cocoa buyers say?
Meanwhile, cocoa buyers are appealing
to farmers not to ditch the crop because it i
- is one of the leading exports for the coun-
FACTS try.
ABOUT 000 Y\ Wilfred Aliganyira, the Esco Uganda
Recent cocoa growlng trends In Uganda Limited manager, Bundibugyo branch,
Year Area planted Output said the farmers are only changing their
2015/2016 28,000 hectares 24,840 metric tonnes mind because of the recent poor yields
2016/2017 34,000 hectare 27,000 metric tonnes that resulted from bad we::;}llﬁr. .
World cocoa prices trends In recent years “All that d,’e famers are ng about1s
Year PriceIn USD(to:ne) Price In Shs about the climatic changes. The dry spell
201072011 3,05 7,178,000 early this yearhgisaffected theseason and
201172012 2.396 8,625,600 definitely the yields are going to be low.
2012/2013 2,359 8.492,400- But when the seasons have been good, the
2013/2014 3,009 10,832,400 farmers have not raised any complaints
. eans that for the 50 yea becauseall their cocoais bought,” said Mr
e mfe the cocoa plantatiy rsrecom- - Hetold Daily Monitor that hei Aliganyira.
pendes or e tion tolastbe-  hire some land fro e is forced to matooke, sweet potatoes and cassava is Mr Aliganyira, whose company buys
27 replanted, a farmer cannot grow  into cocoa busi m those who did not go  brought from Kabarole District. half of the 2,400 metric tonnes produced
ner CTOPS alongsideit. S Cassav:ltag to cultivate food crops “T go to the markets in Kabarole twice a in Bundibugyo, said despite a projected
ol coffee was not like cocoa because we o feed his family. week to buy the foodstuff and bring it here drop in production by five per cent i
.4 to grow it with banana plants, beans  High food pric in the market. The challenge is that people year, the prices will remain stable because
"fd other €rops that would provide con- Buﬂdibp = come expecting to buy food cheaply but be- the product from this part of the country
57 food to our homes. Butatthemoment where tl ugyois one of the townsin Uganda ~ cause of the transport fares that keep in- is “one of the best in the world market”.
S ending all the proceeds from cocoa smﬁ!- e the cost of living is high. The food ~ creasing, the prices of food also go high,” Currently, the farm gate price of cocoain
197 jing food and for a long time I have i soldin Bundibugyomarket andintrad-  Ms Basemera said. : Bundibugyo is Shs6,500 per kilogramzie
of " eveloped my home,” lamented another r’;%ge_mres and along the Fort Portal-Lamia A bunch of matookein Bundibugyo Town whichis almost the same price with coffee
5‘/ -r Mr Yofesi Maate Kirimbasi, an elder A is mostly grown elsewhere. costs between Shs30,000 and Shs50,000. that goes for Shs5,500-6,200 currently.
.‘&B nendera County. foogc‘?rdém to Ms Gertrude Basemera, a A basin of sweet pot:atoes costs bet\'Neen'
in ender in Bundibugyo Town, all the ~Shs25,000 and Shs30,000 whereasa bundle Government speaks out >,
: The technical officer for cocoa under ths
Support for Tea/Cocoa Seedling P;log;g u‘s-

HISTORY OF COCOA IN UGANDA ' | :
| the Ministry of AgTl e, Anim >
e - - . isheri Joseph Kimera, tol
w uced in Uganda by the British colonial - Masindi, Mpigi and Luweero. : gzﬂ a; Id‘,, I;‘:};‘e,?fﬁ'aﬁ‘; i:iSm%omm X thz
«take conscious step; befgr ;

wlers in 1901 and wes first planted i i S
gardens. P in Entebbe Botanical By 1978, a total of 14,000 hectares had been planted by fawriTcehrjsn;Obecause the country does 1°
5 % s s Sl
Commercial exports of the commodity started in 1917. o 9'.000 SpalndegRuers G have improved coffee Seedling? o, for
However growing of the crop was abandoned in 1924 due Due to political and economic upheavalsin the late 1970s Mr Kimera said the o dY pr rationsof
10 2 drastic drop in international prices for cocoa coupled and early 1980s, most of the cocoa fields were abandoned Bundibugyoisthe °vfmg$o§ucdon levels
; | disease attacks on the crop. - and some farmers cut down the cocoa plants and resorted cocoa, adding tt]-‘atttr;spthat are 25 years P
oA to other quick maturing crops. d:cép %mduany 2 o
€ reintroGL { et ve. .
1 country. In 1972, There was, however, renewed interest in the crop between an“Tz;]eore is need for Massive I eplace-
g ajority of the plantations in

Project was establis by e s
ject was established to promote 1987 and 1997 due to the economic liberalisation policy . . . mentof the MO
e s »-»._A\«Bundibugyg.pismctmteadofthe farm-

crop ar ove i } ek ; :
Lk nd improve its quality to which led to a remarkable improvement in cocoa mar ing.: . c
% . Figsjumpingtocoffee”MrKimera said. :
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fully penetrate theworld  There was intensified planting of cocoa between 2001and - .
5014 under the Strategic Interventions Pregramme. ______ .. . He added that what coco3, coffee and
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