2:‘ NEW VISION, Friday, May 18, 2018

wh,. " &

P m
|

President
Yowerl *
Museveni
harvests
mushrooms
at his
presidential
demonstration
farm at
Kawumu

in Luwero
district
recently

By Joshua Kate

fone was to go by the
promises made by the
Natonal Resistance
Movement (NRM)
Government in tis 2016
mantesto, fams in Uganda
would be as beaunful as the
biblical Garden of Fden. It has been
two yeans since these promises, that
spans 2016-2021, were made and
while some have been tulfilled, a lot
more sull needs to be done.

State of the agriculture sector
According to the 2014 National
Household Census, 68% of Uganda's
working population is engaged in
agriculture-related activities.

With a working population of
around 16.4 million people, this
means that at least 12 million people
are directly engaged in agriculture.
This shows how important the sector
is to the country.

In 2016, the agriculture sector was
growing at less than 2.9%. According
1o the agnculture ministry statstics,
itis now growing at around 3%.
The 2017/18 national budget Teport
indicated that the agncultural sector
contribution to the economy stood at
around 23%.

Production of staple foods like
maize increased from around 2.4
million tonnes in 2013 to around 4.2

million tonnes in 2016. Production of *

cash crops such as coflee, tea, fruits
and flowers has also risen in the last
few years.

On the fight against hunger,
Uganda has maintained her
position as the regional food basket.
According to the 2016 World hunger
Index, Uganda’s hunger index
iropped to 14 points from 19 in
!011, making the country the less
kely to suffer from hunger and
zmine across the east and central
frican region.
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In 2017, however, the hunger index : growth of the sector.

rose to 23%, largely due to disease
outbreaks and little rains in some
areas.

“There were not enough rains
through two seasons of 2016 and
this affected production,” says
Vincent Ssempijja, the Minister of
Agriculture Animal Industry and
Fisheries.

In addition, in the last two years,

however, there have been several
disease outbreaks and a long
< drought has had an impact on the

In late 2017, the poultry sector

: was affected by rumours about an

: outbreak of bird flu, which led to

& some countries suspending poultry

: imports from Uganda. Then in

¢ March 2017, there was an atack of

< the fall armyworm against maize and

other crops in the country, the is still

destroying crops even today.
According 1o projections, these

may reduce agriculture growth and

: production as the NRM strives to

¢ achieve its promises.
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The Government campaign to get all Ugandans into farming has picked up momentum countrywid

se four-acre model as
!arli of the national strategy
for commerciallsation of

ulture
iqr(‘:zntlnue with distribution of
improved seeds and breeding
materlals under Operation

ith Creation
:e;rovlde 18 million hand
hoes to support aqucullural
production among smallholder

rmers

1-a Roll out the single spine
extension services system to
districts by ensuring that every
sub-county has veterinary,
agricultural and fisherles
officers
M Increase export of key
commodities, for example,

e
romises

;I;Ihl;g 2016 manifesto, President

Yoweri Museveni promised to

improve many aspects of the

agriculture sector.

“Over the next five years, our
commitment is to transform
subsistence agriculture to market-
oriented or commerdial agniculture.
The NRM will do this by increasing
investments in several areas as
contained in the five-year ag\cullure
development plan,” the manifesto
stated.

Agriculture: Has the Nk

NRM promises at a glance
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‘The promises include Tevamn:
the irrigation scctor, creaip, o Ping
agriculture funding faciliry 5,1
farmers and enhancing va]um
additon. Other promisoy aee”
improving extension seryi,
improving the road nc(wt;fkm,a"d
enable farmers move progy, ]
markets easily. e o

Indeced, there have been gop,
achievements, but overall, (pers
alot more that needs to be dme s
One of the achievements js jyg, "
for the first time in many ycanl
direct allocation to the ﬂgrlcuu.',?,:e

sector topped sh823b in (he 201617 3

budget. "
Proposals from the 2018/1

for agriculture indicate thag 3.2,';"”
be an increase to sh863b, whicl, wa .
around 3% of the budget. Accorg;
to the sector budget policy pnpc,m
the increasc is intended 10 miijggre
emerging threats like diseases and
walter for irrigation,
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Extenslon services

According to the strategy, the
extension services run from the
national extensions directorate,
through the districts up 1o the sub-
county levels. The national level
should have a total of 47 stafl, who
Include a director, commissioners,
assistant commissioners and support
stafl.

As per the end 0f 2017, 26% of the
national directorate was constituted,
with another round of recruitment in
the coming financial year 2018/19 1o
bring the total to 50%.

Each district should have of 13
stafl. At the moment, there are 116
districts in the country, which brings
the total number of staff to around

1,508. These include production
and marketing officers, cxtension
co-ordinators, as well as principal
veterinary, crop and fisheries
officers.

Others are senior veterinary,
crops and fisheries officers, animal
production officers, entomologists
and vermin control officers.

Meanwhile, 30% of positions at the
districts were filled in the 2016/17
financial year. Another 30% of the
positions was filled in the 2017/18
financial year, bringing the total to
60% in 2018. The plan is to have

100% by 2020.

At the sub-county level, a total
ol 9,548 stafl are targeted. These
include i i

Milk
production
Is still low
In Uganda,
but the
Government
has put

In place
mechanisms
to Increase
it, for
example,
training
farmers In
how to feed
cattle

+ the director of agriculture extension

at the agriculture ministry, this is
still far below the internationally

Y
and fisherics officers plus their
assistants and an entomologist. Of
these, at least 36% were recruited,
with another recruitment exercise
coming in the next three years to
make 100% by 2020.

With around 3,700 extension
workers already recruited, out of a
targeted 11,111 (according to figures
in the extension policy by 2020), the
ratio of extension workers to farming
houscholds is 1:2,472.

According to Beatrice Byarugaba,

1:500. Butif all the
11,111 workers are recruited in
three years time, the ratio will drop
to 1:800.

“We are sure these will be able
cffectively carry on the tasks,”
Byarugaba says.

To bring the figure to the 1:500,
about 17,000 workers should be
recruited.

According to Madina Guloba, there
are an estimated 8.9 million farming
households at the moment. Thi:
means that each extension worker

is taking care of 2,472 homes. If
he is to visit at least five homes per

days 1o visit each of them. Centainly,
extremes like the ravaging fall
armyworm cannot wait A[‘“' that long.

THROUGH THE FOUR-ACRE MODEL,
THE GOVERNMENT HOPES TO
FIGHT POVERTY AT HOUSEHOLD
LEVEL COUNTRYWIDE
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The
i qovernment

nopes to
incresse cotfee
production

to six million
bags by 2020
30 23 to boost

Increasing
revenus and
housenold
Incomes

improper for the Government to
continue distributing farm inputs
without guiding people,” she says.

Four-acre plan

The manifesto emphasises the
four-acre per family plan, which
will be implemented through the

Operation Wealth Creation/NAAL
done yesterday,” says Nebbi MP . programme.
Jacquiline Aol- : “It will involve supporting each
She, like most MPs, says if there  :  family to have four acres of basic
were enough people to guide : cnterprise, that will be supported

with farm inputs,” the manifesto
says.

farmers, the current effects of
drought and diseases would be low.
H

extension workers must have been

Sandra Santa, the

er
MP for Oyam district, agrees. “It is Continues on pags
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NRM MANIFI

How NRM has fared in agricul

From page 31

The enterprises indude poultry,
plggery, zer graznng and aops.

According to Gen. Salim Saleh, the
overall co-ordinator of OWC, ifwell
implemented, the system will help
fight poverty.

Implementing this promise is going

hand-in-hand with the distribution
of farm inputs under the OWC
programme. In the last one year,
atleast 300 million seedlings of
ffee, tea and coona have been
given out to farmers under the OWC
programme
\s for coflee, the target is to
produce at least 20 million bags by
the end of 2020
\ecording to Lnmanuel
Ivamulemye, the Uganda Co
Development Authorty (UCH
exaaime director, coffee production
bag boco asing ally foam 2.3
o L 0 2013, wuround -
Wnstion Dags in 2016, 1t rise
to aroumd 4.6 million in 2017, The
target in the manifesto to have
sin million bags by 2020 is sull
achievable. All the seadlings being
oven out are expected 1o start
vielding coflee by 2019. Certainly,
there will be a drastic nse in
producton by 2020.
Other inputs pven out in support
of the four-acre programme indude
sceds and dairy cattle.
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n

Financing credit
Agriculural loans remain elusive for
small (armers.

In the manifesto, the NRM
promised to set up an Agriculture
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Some of the tractors among other ag
districts during a ceremony at Kololo

T He says only farmers like him who
+ have secunty can access the loan.

3 "The Government should make

: access 1o the loan simple for

% farmers,” he says.
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Nokaseke,” farmer Fdward Nelugy
says. =ils affects my profit
margin.”

At the moment, there are
around 1,300 heavy duty tractors
across the country, compared
to an estimated need of around
6,000.

Ideally, according to agricnlturists,
L. sub-county must have at least
four to five tractors. With 1,400
sub-counties, this means that the
country should have at least 7,000
tractors.

In March 2017, Presldent
Musevenl handed over a total
of about 50 tractors to various
farmers across the Western reglon,
mainly to enhance livestock pasture
development. The tractors cost over
shob.

Larly this year, another batch of
around 50 tractors was handed 10
farmers In southwestern Uganda In
order to help them grow grass for
catde.

“We realise that the only way to
develop the agriculture sector Is
to use tractors. | implore you to go
out and look after them well,” the

President sald as he handed over
the tractors.

In total, the 2017/18 budget

had planned a hand over of 175

tractors.

“We shall hand them over to
sclected groups across the country
in order to improve production,”
Ssempijja said while appearing
before the Parliament Budget
Committee in April 2017.

The plan Is also to star
distribining tractors that ean o
beyond ploughing, for example
harvesiers,

Meanwhile, distributlion of the 18
milllon hoes las already started
across the conntry,

“Wo still need hoes because
tractors cannat be everywhere.
Even In countries with the highest
concentration of (ractars, you can
still see hand hoes,” Ssempl))a says,

Irrigation

We have not had rain for the last
one year,” laments Fred Rukundo,
acattle keeper In Kiruhira, which
Is part of the catile corridor.

Rukundo’s over 100 catile have
l;ccll depending on water from
dams constructed » > G =
e ed across the cattle

But the dams are also drylng up,
sometimes because they are not ]
de-silting. The rains are getting
more and morc erratic, because of
changing weather patterns,

In 2016, there were less rains
between May and August and
much less rains from October to
December,

“Yes, we have got new dams
constructed, but the distance
from one 10 the other s still
long. We need more of them 1o
reduce the distance: says Henry
Mijumbi, a calle keeper in Kasoz,
Nakasongola district. :

He says sometimes he moves his
cows 1o as far as Bulyamuscenyi
in Ngoma, about 20 miles away, In
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search of water,

In the 2016/17 budget. lumils
were set aslde for enhancing Garm
level Ietpation across (he country
In thee manifesto, the Government
protmdsed to rehahilizae four
medium scale frrigatlon schemes
— Dol In Butaleja, Mubtku In
Kasese, Olweny In Lira/Dokolo and
Agora In Kltgim — with a wital area
of 6,535 hectares,

In addition, Atera in Apac, Ongom
In Lira, Odina ln Sorotl, Labori in
Serere and Kilge In Kamull districts.
shall be rehabllitated.

They also promised 1o establish
four new medium size irrigation
schemes, cach with 2.000 hectares
for promation of frrigation,
expansion of Kibimba Irrlgation
scheme to support out-growers
and Pearl rice irrigation scheme in
ongero swamp in Bugir/lzanea
districts.

‘The irrigation schemes would
also help expand Doho irrigation
scheme in Butaleja and develop
Namatala swamp in Mbale/
Budaka districts and construct 23
communal valley tanks across the
country each with total reservoir
capacity of 2.2 million cubic metres
10 serve 450,000 heads of cattle.

The valley tanks shall be
constructed in districts within the
cattle corridor — Nakasongola.
Luwero, Nakascke, Kibaale,
Kamwenge, Kyenjojo,Masindi.
Kiruhura, Kyegegwa, Sembabule,
Pallisa, Kotido, Buyende and
Moroto. The work is ongoing.

" UGANDA ALLIED HEALTH EXAMINAT

The Government has promised to establish irrigation schemes to

fight drought that Is affecting both plants and animals
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300 COWS A DAY

In Auenst 2016, the first meat
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