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AS Museveni swears
in, it is all about
his legacy now

eW months after the
January 2026 General
Election, a few unusy.
al things are beginning
tohappen that point to a radi.
calshift for the 2026-2031 pres-
idential term. indeed, there are
indications that President yu.
seveni is set to consolidate his
legacy as President for what
will be 45 years by the time this
new mandate ends.
One of those pointersis what
afew weeks ago.
Government took a decision
that there must be trade order
across the country
This meant that all business-
esthat weren't in gazetted ar-
eas were to be demolished,
and traders that were trad-
ing on the roadsides were to be
chased

As arésu]t,wa are seeing all il-
legilmsmessesbeingdm]-
ished across the country What-
ever cries the business owners
are making are beingignored,
unlike before,

President Mu-
seveni’s 40-year
legacyisdee-
ply rooted in the
consolidation

of peace,and

steady economic

expansion. g

Obed Katureehe
Politics

Allindications point to the
fact that we are going to have
ruthless pragmatism in
next five years. Consolidating a
legacywhether in politics, busi-
ness, or history,often requires
ruthless pragmatism, defined
as a cold, calculating focus on
results. This approach demands
the ability to make difficult of:
ten harsh decisions to secure
long-term goals and ensure sta-

thoritarianism or controversial
leaders, this approach is nec-
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essary for ensuring that a eg-
acy endures rather than disi.
tegrates

AsPresident Museveni rolls
into his seventh term of office,

the country’s transformation in

Security,economic growth, and
infrastructure development
stands out as a defining legacy
ofhis presidency

Uganda’s economy has expe-
rienced remarkable expansion
over the past 40 years.Froma
modest GDP of §3.8bin 1986,
the economy has grown to ap-
proximately $69.3b today—re-
en by macroeconomic stability,
Iiberalisation policies, and stra-
tegic investments,

Recent data from the Minis-
try of Finance highlights con-
tinued progress. Merchandise
Exports rose to §1.45b (Shss.43
trillion) in January 2026, up
From $1.395b (Shss. 22 trillion)
i December 2025.

Infrastructire revolution and
development have been cen-
tral to Uganda’s transformation
story However, a major mile-
stone in regional infrastructure
was recently achieved with the
ground breaking of the Kisu-
mu-Malaba-Kampala Standard
Gauge Railway (SGR) Extension
(Phase II). This was jointly pre-
sided over by President Musey-
eni and his Kenyan counterpart
Williamn Ruto in Kisumu,

The SGR project is expected
to transform regional trade by
enhancing connectivity to the
Port of Mombasa, East Africa’s
primary trade gateway.

0nl and gas i a new economic
frontier. Uganda is on the cusp
of a historic milestone in its oil
and gas sector, with critical in-
frastructure in place and the
pipeline project underway the
country is on track to achieve
first oil in 2026.

This is a critical resource
which President Museveni has
cautiously navigated for more
than 30 years. This is because
he did not want to be ripped off
by the oil giants that are usu-
allyinvolved in the upstream
grade of the oil business. 0il
revenues are expected to play
a transformative role in Ugan-
da's economy President Musev-
eni has indicated that proceeds
from the sector will be strate-
gically invested in defence, in-

education,and
healthcare as key pillars for sus-
tainable
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