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editorial@ug nation

(‘(‘:0(?‘9:0: M'l?l'(‘ than 200 employ-
(‘(; gro ]l‘\lS( Seed processing
Jompany in Tororo District have
ly:nqcn rendered jobless after the
(‘](‘)2]1?;;:\’ of Agriculture directed its
_ Mr Moses Erongu, the senior Ag-
1'|culvtuml Inspector National Seed
Certification Services at the Minis-
try, said they closed the rnmpaﬁv
over non compliance. ’
. “We issued the directive after
it came to our knowledge that the
company was packing and cleaning
seg@s for planting purposes yet the
ImmsU‘_v had not tested them to cer-
tify their purity,” Mr Erongu saidon
Tuesday.

Issue
He said the company failed to
comply with the Seed and Plant Act
of Parliament gt stresses that la-
beling and packing of seeds shall be
supervised by government through
its structure of national seed certi-
fication services.
Mr Erongu explained that moveis
aimed at fighting counterfeit inputs
that have flooded the market, which
he said are responsible for poor pro-
duction.
the company has
has been the source

community members
whoareon yacation,”

“For the one month
been in operation it
of income to many
especially students
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Mr John Grace gsewanyana, the
head of the cYoP sector enforcement
unit in the ministry 0 jculture,
said they have already opene a
genera] inquiries file where the pro-
prietors will be charged of promot-

ing counterfeit.

“The results from the samples of
seeds that have been taken for test-
ing at the national seed laboratory'
will guide us on what to he done,

he said. ) '
He added that they will also inves:
tigate whether the company sough
je;rmission T od and Agrici
tural Organisation |FAO] to use its

logo.

Opposed ] o,
However, the wor' gxsatthecun
pany have P -otested it closuref. e
Mr Thomas omalla, one of ! e
workers, said: “Closing the compql}x
will forc many us on streets a%lal:
unless & emmentpr Hseb't(‘)vql

nalt native mear f “volf(t 4
Mr Emmamel ori, i
roprie 'S company
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