
Pests invade Sango Bay oil palm nursery 
By Dismus Buregyeya 

Domestic and Nile rats have 
invaded the Sango Bay oil palm 
nucleus nursery in Kakuuto 
sub-county, Kyotera district, 
causing substantial damage to 
over one million seedlings. 
Last year, clephants from 

neighbouring forest reserves 
along the Uganda-Tanzania 
border also raided the nursery, 
destroying close to 500 
seedlings. 
The rodents, originating from 

Programme  Affected Persons 
(PAPS) homes situated within 

e nursery area, have posed a 
persistent threat to the oil palm 
programme and its investors, 
who are now calling for the 
demolition of the PAPS houses 
as a permanent solution. 
Aron  Kyabba, the palm 

nursery manager, confirmed 
that the team is implementing 
scientific  control  measures, 
including ring-fencing and 
spraying, to reduce damage. 
“The rats raid and eat the 

nurseries and palm plants, 
damaging the stems. We need 
effective  control to reduce 
losses.  Ring-fencing  and 
spraying countermeasures 
are being applied,” Kyabba 
said during a field visit by 
the National Oil Pilm Project 
(NOPP) Steering Committee on 
March 4. 
Stakeholders, including 
JPP, agriculture ministry, 

Kyotera district ~authorities, 
security agencies, the 
programme co-operative trust, 
and out growers, have urged 
the Government to clear 
pending PAPS compensation. 
‘Their evacuation would allow 

programme investors to safely 
remove the rats and rodents 
sheltering in the homes. 

PROGRESS DESPITE THE PESTS 
Kyotera RDC Appollo Mugume 
noted that encroachment had 
delayed the programme by two 
years. 
Despite these challenges, the 

Sango Bay Oil Palm programme 
has established one of the 
world’s largest nucleus nursery 
beds, creating over 20,000 job 
opportuniies. 
The agriculture  ministry 

oversees 22,000  hectares™ 
allocated  for oil  palm 
investment by President Yoweri 
Museveni and the Cabinet. 
Muwesigwa said the project has 

already employed about 200 
casual labourers on the nursery 
bed and plans to create more 
jobs under seedling transplant 
and outgrower schemes. 
“We. are employing people, 

especially women and youth 
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i 
National Oil Palm Project steering committee with a 
project out-grower during a field tour in Kakuuto 

attached to the nursery project. 
Ultimately, the programme will 
provide 20,000 jobs,” he said, 
adding that the project spends 
over sh50m per month on 
labour. 
So far, the project has 

registered nearly 2,000 out- 
growers from 14 sub-counties 
in Kyotera and neighbouring 
Rakai district. 
Plans are also underway to 

establish two oil palm mills 
in the Greater Masaka region 
to complement the Kalangala 
BIDCO  project, requiring 
additional land. 
Government regained 

possession of the Sango Bay 
estate land through a re-entry 
process initiated in 2011 after 
previous investors abandoned 
partial developments, 
including pine and eucalyptus 

sugarcane fields. 
Local leaders and residents 

have welcomed the 
Government’s renewed  oil 
palm initiative. 
Agnes  Namusitwa, the 

Kyotera district council vice- 
chairperson, described  the 
programme as a blessing for 
job creation and local revenue 
generation. 
Bigada sub-county councillor 

Gertrude Nalule said she had 
prepared nine acres for the 
out-grower scheme. 
“For me, 1 have already 

prepared nine acres for the 
out-growers’ scheme. It's an 
opportunity I must utilise to 
become wealthy,” she said, 
urging  President Yoweri 
Museveni to support women 
through Savings and Credit 
Co-operatives in oil palm 

plantations and overgrown _ growing. 

Housing 
Finance 
Bank 

Grow Your Farm With the Large 
Scale Commercial Farmers 
Financing Scheme 
“This scheme in partnership with the Goverment of Uganda is 
made for commercial farmers cultivating over 50 acres of 
animal feeds, maize, beans, soybeans, or sorghum. 

‘Apply today and get up to UGX 5 Billion at 0% interest for your 

COMPENSATION 
Last month, Government released 
a partial sh10b to compensate 
Programme Affected Persons (PAPS), 
with at least 700 individuals listed 
to benefit. About 600 PAPS have 
received partial payment so far. 
Programme liaison manager Ignatius 
Mwesigwa emphasised the urgency of 
settling outstanding payments. 
Some PAPS still lack valid National 

ID cards, death certificates, or 
bank accounts, while others 
have relocated. Government had 
earmarked sh16.2b for PAPS 
compensation, managed jointly by 
the agriculture ministry and the lands 
ministry. Prime Minister Robinah 
Nabbanja, who visited the project, 
assured that all beneficiaries would 
eventually be compensated. 

STAUNCH' 
MACHINERY 
s L OABIDA et 

{O CALL 0709 500 500 

MazE THRESHER 

From U 

« Sweet. Classic. Sparkling 

ich flavor 

y moment 

Wine 

lebratewithBelia 

Q Kira Municipality 

L) 0778 864930 

Order Now 

=, 
omnsrcurren 

the Pearl of Africa 

. Relax. Celebrate. 

WALKING TRACTOR 
WITH TRAILER 

L 
DOUBLE & SINGLE 
MILKING MACHINE 

~ wateln Farms 
Limited 

rganized Farmer Aggregation Network 
- Agricuturol Waste Collection & Recovery Systems 
- Bio-Fertlzer Manufacturing (Avotein Bio-2one) 
+Biomass Energy Canversion (@riqueen) 
~ Domestic Market Distrbution s 
+ European Export Operations ‘ 

,,Ammumcmsemeuem iuting ) 
| ourbio-products atiomico 

L 

’ ‘Our intograted logisti 
| pltformensring it 
{ to local markets and export channes. 

o Ugoncky o 

‘Contact: +256 756 396445 
www avoteinfarms earth Jre— L


