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Time to open up 
trade in East Africa 

fler the reestablishment of the East African ¢ N and signing of the treaty in 1999, the people of the. region were once more excited that a moral formal flow of goods and services among the regional bloc members willtart. Mut despite several protocols and commitments, the various non l-nlr barriers (NTBS) have tendered the community power- lesa, HOWEVER,a new commitiment (o break offall barriers to trade between Usanda and Tanzania has been signeq and given a dead- line. With the Fast Afvican Lommunity setting a firm deadline of Iune 30,2026 for the reny, oval of all non-tariff barriers (NTHs), Uganda and Tanzania faceadefining test Vot far too long, trade hetees constrained by bireatiracy, 

Community 

Dar es Salaaim signal renewed determination e trade between Ugandy A Tanzania s deeply imbalanced In 2025 zlone, Tanzania exported goods Insue Worth about Shs 1o trillion to Uganda, The lasue Wil Uganida manage just Sha 1.1 o Tk Inexports to Tanzania Our view: Such animbalanceis a eflection of stryc- ural ineficiencies and obstacles that dis. T Jure Provortionately affect Ugandan exporters. Aeadine shol, Disputes over import. charges on products tharofore, Hike sugar, milk, teel, and electric poles, e ot alongside delays at border points and i s anothor consistent rey BUlalory requirements, con diplomatic tinue to choke what should be a thriving o g o way rade elationship o e Non-tarif barriers are fess visibie, often fUnct abitraryand harder o predict, or traders, OFUgancy fibecially small and medium enterprises, Fanzn gl mmmnla(eintommerm.munwne Ations will ot lays, and lost opporteg i That explains o monsrod de thrives much more by Lalles el 
nogoliations e, eroding revenues for 

The s that both Uganda and tan. aniaare ey pillars of the Ea’:my o M‘kanflnmm\mi(v,a bloe found- edon the rinciples of fiee my and capital. et, o Persister 
\Ovement of goods, services, labour, "16e Of NTBs undermines these very indations, 

{ood enough, recent 1), ality with boy 
ingbarriers, 

| 
Why informal tra 
than formal trad both countries 

ateraltalks have acknowledged this re. 0 countries committing o elninate sl outstand- Removing N1 s about unlocking shareq Drosperity A smooth- et flow of goods would I over COuts,boost competitiveness, and ex. 

ordinary trader. facturer sel e 
B exporting maize, the mann ling seel prog. uets, the small business MOVINg goods across the Mutukula bor. o These arethe real engines of regional trade,ape, stand to bmvflllmmhwmlhlmer—nwmv\nmlmt - ‘The hune deadline should, therefore, be treated ag Another, Tomatic milestone and the sucress Of Uganda‘Tanzaniy u'n:*.: lations will not be measured by t alks and negotiations, g 1k hat move e gods hat xoss o A businesses that are growing, Once that has been i  the testofthe egional menbers shoul ikl and opemyp . markets for seamless rade. 
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democratic institution...we don't argue 
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