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Time to open up
trade in East Africa

fler the reestablishiment of the
and signing of the treaty in 109
were once more excited that a
anid services among the region

Bt despite several protocols and
non-anif barviers (NTRS) haye rend
leas, HOWEVEE, 4 new commitinent fo
Between Uganda and Tanzania has
line, With the East African Community setting a firm deadline
af Junie 30, 2006 for the removal of all non tariff barriers (NTRs),
Ugandaand Tanzania face 4 defining test.

For far too long, trade betweey
comstrained by biireateracy, regulatory friction, and acministra.
tive hottleriecks that undermine the very spirit of regional inte.
gration. The latest bilatera) IBAREMents hetween Kampala and
Dar e Salaam signal reneweq determination.

The trade between Uganda and Tanzania is deeply imbalanced.

I 2025 glone, Tanzania exported gm:is

worth about 8hs1p trillion to Uganda,
The lssue: while Uganda managed just Shs 1.1 trillion

[iade inexports i Tanzania.
Ouir view: Suchanimbalance s 4 reflection of struc-

- tural ineffciencies and obstacles that dlis.

Lher e proportionately affect Ugandan exporters.
deadline should Disputes oyver import charges on products
theralipe like sugar, milk, steel, and electric poles, {
b Lot alongside delays ¢ border points and in-
ananolher consistent regulatory requirements, con-
dAiplormeti tinue to choke what should be a thriving
e one iyl tWo-way tade relationship,
T Nqn-laul'fl:arrierx are less visible, often
of Ukl arhitraryand harder to predict.For traders,

RN capecially small and Mmedium enterprises,

Fanzani b they tratslate into highey costs, longer de-
lays, and lost Opportunities, That ex plains
s why informal trade thrives much more I
by Lalkes el than formal trade, eroding revenyes for
hegobis et ith conntries,

The 15 that both Uganda and Tan !
ania are key pillars of {1y Emﬁ-ic i i

an Community,a bloe found-
el on the prineiples of free movement of goods, services, labour,
and capital, vet, 0 persistence of NTRs undermines these very
fovmdations,

Good enough, recent bilateral talks
ality, with bty countries committin
ng barviers,

East African Community
9,the people of the region
moral formal flow of goods
Al bloc members will start.

commitments, the various
ered the community power-
break off all barriers to trade
been signed and given adead-

the two neighboirs has been

Aabiones will ol
|

have acknowledged this e
g loeliminate all outstand-

ucers on both sides, 1t would alsn comple-

ment ongoing infrastrctre investments—fgpy transport cop-

OF8 fo energy projects—thag are designed to Nom-

it ties, More importantly, it would empower the ordinary trader.

farmer exporting maize, the manufacturey selling step) prod-

vets, the simall business MOVINg goods across the Mutukula boy.

e These are the real engines of regional trade, and they stang o
Benefit most from a barvier fipe envitonment,

The June deadline should, thetefore, be treated as another dip.
lomatic milestone and the sueeess ofUgandaTanzania trade pe.
lations will not be measured by talks and Negotiations, by
frucks that move faster, goods that cross borders seamlessly ang
businesses that are growing. Once that has been achieved, e
vest of the regional members should pick aleafa.n:lmupm
markets for seamiless trade.
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