U JUIpLLLD ave
been arrested over the murders.
Wanyanawas the fifth woman to fall

POV TU DU NG T vapinia.,
This was followed by murder of
19-year-old pregnant woman Gorrett

vy e Lus that we are entorcing. For
us to put security measures, we first
sensitise the residents,” Mr Ninsiima

arrest them because you have tound
them moving after 10pm,” said Mr Mi-
chael Kakembo, a resident.

bacluka last Thursday evening, asked
him to escort him for a business deal

Medics treat Hepatitis B patients with Aids drugs

BY LILIAN NAMAGEMBE
Inamagembe@ug.nationmedia com

KAMPALA. Due to the shortage of
Hepatitis B drugs in government
hospitals countrywide, the patients
infected with the disease are now be-
ing treated withanti-retroviral drugs
(ARVs), which are meant for treat-
ment of HIV/Aids.

The patients have complained that
ARV drugs have caused them severe
side effects.

Today, Uganda joins the rest of the
world today to commemorate the

Hepatitis Day on the theme: “Elimi-

nate Hepatitis.”

The antiretroviral drugs being -
given to Hepatitis B patients are-
those that have ingredients of Teno-

fovir, the drug supposed to treat a vi-

8 KEY ISSUES AT HAND

patients] at the outpatient depart-
ment,” Mr Obote said without com-
mitting himself whether they use the
right drugs or the detested Tenofovir.
He referred Daily Monitorto the hos-
pital executive director Dr Charles
Kiggundu for further information.

When contacted, Dr Kiggundu was
surprised that he was being asked
about shortage of Hepatitis B drugs,
saying the hospital had never been ’
supplied with the medicines. He fur-
ther referred Daily Monitorto Minis-
try of Health.

“Where have they been [the drugs].
At Kiruddu?” Dr Kiggundu asked in
surprise.

However, Dr Jackson Amone, the
commissioner for clinical services
at the ministry, had earlier assured
Daily Monitor that the Hepatitis
B drugs were available at Kiruddu
Hospital and 39 other districts in the
northern region.

“We are aware that some patients

are being wrongfully prescribed ARVs
by untrained clinical officers, but we
have started training them district
by district before we start rolling out
the treatment of Hepatitis B to other
regions,” Dr Amone said.

Dr Amone however admitted that
clinical officers in those districts
where they have not started supply-
ing the drugs are prescribing ARVs
to Hepatitis B patients due to lack of
aclear system torefer those patients,
who qualify to start treatment, to the
relevant hospitals.

A different account was also given
by the National Medical Stores (NMS)
who said they supply Hepatitis B
drugs to all government hospitals

. Treatment cost. [narecent
- interview with Daily Monitor,

* Cipla Quality Chemicals- R
- Industries which manufactures

ral infection that attacks the liver.
Mr Kenneth Kabagambe, the exec-
utive director of the National Organi-
sation for People Living with Hepati-
tis B, said yesterday that government Jthe Hepatitis B drugs locally,
h;’s"‘taisa.re ad’.’““.’sf;“ng acocktail - | indicated that the cost for a one-
of Tenofavir, whichincludes otheran- {4y doge of Hepatitis B drugs
tiretroviral (ARVs) drugs, other than | Shs35,000. -
the monotherapy Tenofovir, which | is Shs :
only treats Hepatitis B. g | Prevalence. The Natlonal Sero*
“Majority of our patients are cur-- 1 Survey 2005 estimates that
rently taking combination of Teno- * 3.5 million Ugandans are living -
fovir (ARVs). Only those who canaf-  yith chronic Hepatitis B which
£°"?}.q‘e “ghttlfl‘ﬂ dmgs}fmm private s 5156 said to account for 80 -
tﬁz;“,‘;sﬁ‘;m, e o fi‘:ﬁ; ~per cent of liver cases' reg|sterqd
public health facilities butl;ﬁe doc- . atUganda Cancer Institute: |~ -
tors are told to tell the patients that - ‘Acéordingto'the M‘D'St’y of

Treatment. A patient takes ARVs. inTerneT pHoTO

ing yésterday where they called upon
the government to start prioritising .
Hepatitis B treatment the same way

When contacted, Mr Nelson
Obote, the communications officer
- of Kiruddu Hospital, first said they

they are there,” Mr Kabagambe told
Daily Monitor in a telephone inter-
view.

" The same charges were made by

the patients at an earlier press brief-, .

“Health,; Uganda is a highly .
endemlc country witha 10 per
.cent national prevalence of -
‘Hepatitis B infection.

they have done  with vaccination in
order to bring hope to those carrying
the disease.

Mulago National Referral Hospital’s
Hepatitis B clinic has been shifted to
Kirudu Hospital also in Kampala.

had never received Hepatitis B drugs
but upon inquiring from the hospital
pharmacist about the type of drugs
they use to treat Hepatitis B patients,
Mr Obote gave a different account.
“We actually treat [Hepatitis B

countrywide. This contrasts with the
first statement by the Ministry of
Health thatitis only Kiruddu Hospital
and government hospitals in the 39
districts of northern Uganda where
Hepatitis B prevalence is high.
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