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' Pregnancy should
Otend q girfs education

ach Year milliong of
ggandan children
Start 'mary One, yet
before - :ver Gq Percent leaye
Schr)o]_ m eting Primary

1 Capital, futyre pro.
fessionals ey
leadem, tmpmneurs,and

Each additiony) Year of edu-

Clety, the Drivate
S€ctor, an oyy,.

This initiative brings togeth-
er European Unign member
states and partners around a
shared commitment to equity,
inclusion,and human capita]
development i Uganda.

The programme TeCognis-
es that girls are pushed out of
school by intersecting chal-
lenges including p .
harmful gender Norms, ear-
ly Mmarriage, Pregnancy,ex-
Ploitation; and weak protec-
tion systems,Jts cash plus ap-
broach combineg financial
support with mentorship life
skills, sexual ang reproductive
health referrals, and commu-
nity €ngagement,

Importantly, early imple-
mentation is already deliy-
ering results, We have seen
schools participating in the

duced dropout among sup-
ported girls,

Insome cases, nearly all ben-
eficiaries have Teturned for
subsequent schoo] terms,
demonstrating strong conti-
nuity once financial barriers
areaddressed. Girls angd their
families consistently report
that without this support;
they would not be abje toaf-
ford school fees or essential
learning materia)s. These ear-

outcomes show that When

ancial support i combined
with mentorship ang Services,
Vulnerable girls are far more
likely tostay in school.

However;no single pro-
Sramme can solve this chaj.
lenge alone,

Sustained progress Tequires

collective acﬁon.Govermnent,

development partners, ciy-
ilsociety the private sector,
and communities must work
together to address theroot
Causes of teenage Pregnancy
and schoo] dropout.

and supportive of pregnant
and young mothers,
bt Ugandass Youthful popula-
Cation Significantly incregges tionis one ofits greatest as-
agirfs €arning potential apq sets.Butthisdemogmphic div-
her ability to contribute to hep idend can only be realiseq if
family and the €conomy Keep- the country invests i jtg girls,
mgglﬂsmschoolmustth&re €nsuring they cap delay child-
fol_'::v Temain a natigng) pri- birth,complete theiredyca.
ority, ion,anq articipate i
DThri)ughmttz gmdgr for economicp and sgsml%lflel?m
Evelopment Ugan, a Pro- ancy shoylq
gramme, the Government not deﬁail;r;gr;}s mctim.v‘silth
onganda,supportedbythe theright policies,parmer~
Pean Union under the ships,and investments,Ugan-
broaderTeamEumpe hitia: g, Can ensure at every gy
tivefor social Inclusion,and Dot only starts school but stays
implementeg With Unicef inschoo] and thriyeg,
and parmers,isadglmssing Ugandas future lies in jtg
the structural barriers that classmoms.herygirldeserves
push girls out of school, her placeinthem
This article is co authored by Amp Jan Sadek, the Head of
European Union in Uganda, anq Dr Robin Nandy, the UNICEF
Representative to
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