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lntenghts cost me - Obua

Government Chief Whip Hamson
Obua says “invisible hands” within the
NRM cost him his MP seat, but vows
to steer the caucus through the final
months of the 11th Parliament.

BY ARTHUR ARNOLD WADERO

fter losing the January 15
parliamentary election for Ajuri

County, the Government Chief
Whip, Mr Hamson Denis Obua,
spoke to the press at Parliament about
his defeat, internal party wrangles
and the future of the 11th Pardiament.

Excerpts:

What is your assessment of the

elections held last |

month? |

First, I congratulate all those who
were elected. The people of Uganda
have exercised their constitutional

right under Article 59 to choose their

leaders, and that decision must be

respected. i
Defeat is not final. 1 conceded and
made it clear that I'would notgoto ~ Committed.
court or seek arecount. Let the willof ~ Thereisanced |
- the people prevail for serious i
. - . mmunCammlmanhedGodand i introspection
the people for the opportunity toserve  ~withinthe
themn.] even organised a thanksgiving 1Al Asa
to appreciate their support over the | seniorleader
years. { inthe party,
I served as Member of Parliament & Ibclicveve
for Ajuri County and lobbied for a . mustassess
number of programmes and projects = oursclves
for Alebtong District.1leave withmy | honestly and
head high, knowing that 1did mybest = determine
in representing my constituents.  whetherwe
Atr.hesameume,lmnbacktofm i are moving
onmy responsibilities as Government | inthe right
Chief Whip and chairperson = direction. If
of the NRM Parliamentary = wo address

Caucus, . internal 3 j
This is a very critical | contradictions | _ame ; :
period in the budget  and infighting, P 3 1 \

cycle. Ministers theparly —
UTH U FOR . UGANDA are tabling their  willremain 5 ——
ministerial policy  strongand i
statements and continueto
Parliament must winelections,
process them in time. However, if 1
The 11th Parliament  weignore !
still has a constitutional = theseissues,
mandate until May 2026,  we may fuce
We must continue to execute = challengesin
our responsibilities of legislation,  the future.
representation and oversight untilthe  Formy part,
endofour term, ; Iremain
committed
Some MPs who lost their (osomving
seats appear demoralised, yet o NRIMin
Parliament still has work todo.  \jatever
Howdoesthis SMWHFW i capacity lam
When you enter a competition,you  entrusted
must expect eitherto winor lose. That  with. Politics
is the nature of politics. . hasitsupsand
However, as long as we are still  downs, but
members of the 11th Parliament, service tothe
we have a constitutional duty = country must
under Article 79 to carry out our = continue.
responsibilities. . withthem,”
This is not the first time Parliament = Hamson Obua.
has experienced high turnover. In
previous elections, we have seen |
significant attrition, yet members
regrouped and continued towork until -
the end of the term.
Asleader of the majority side inthe
House.lappeajloa.llmembe:sofme ;
a.mentaryCaum.lsmremajn | menOhuupankmgatParﬁamentrooonw.Helosuh. County
wnmurled : ‘ending 20 years in oﬁlcacrbnglntemal NRM fights as the m 0TO
el v AN boghd bk ; dalvi s S GRAN ﬂm
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