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11 years, Zero 
regrets: The 

anese saloon for Sha1sm,a price he 
arguies would not buy a vehicle in as ENGINE AND PERFOR- 

MANCE ¥ good mechanical condition as hls 
8 . <o premio, which has covered 207,000 

+The anglne sizo0f1,800cc  km and continues to perform rella- 
rafors to the total volume of 
allfour cyfinders. This size al- 

bly.For him, the secret to longevity 
lies In careful ownership and atten- 

lows the engine to produce tiontodetail. 
‘onough power for smooth 
cilyandhighwaydrivingwit-  On driver, one mechanic 

Tumuhameho credits much of his hout being too heavy on el A 
car's durability to having both a A-cyfinder engine strikes a ba- 

Iancabotwoon officiency, por- | dedicated driver and a trusted me- 
4 formance,and lowor mainte- | chanic. 

nancacosts. Runningonpa-  *When my mechanic services the 
trol (gasoline) givestsmooth ' car, he knows exactly what parts 

| accoloration and quieterope-  have been replaced and what needs 
ration compared todieselen-  attentlon. If any spare part is re- 
gines. quired, he knows where to find it 

Whenever | encounter amechanical | 
+130 hp (horsepower) n- fssue, he s the first person 1 tum to | 
dicatas the ongine's ove- be explains. 

Sharing the car has been an edu- 
| cational experience. On two occa- 
| sions, friends returned it with dam 

age: once it had a damaged gearbor, 
| and another time it had a ruptured 
transmission system. Both incidents 
‘were costly to repair. 

| *When drive it myself 1 learn how 
| . | the carbehaves under different con- 

the carcanstartmovingand | ditions, how to navigate potholes 
| howwollithandleswelght. | and road humps.I [ parkina public | 
| Thislovaloftorquoiscomfor- | area, leave my contact information 

tabloforcltytraficandlon- | with the security guard instead of 

endures all 
Andrew Tumuhameho has driven his 2000 Toyota | 
Premio for more than a decade. Beyond nostalgia, he 
shares what it takes to keep a car running smoothly, 
why sharing it can be risky, and how simple habits 
canextendits life. 

‘which determines how quickly 

gortrips with passongorsor | leaving my keys behind. That is how 
luggage. carefully I take care of it,"he adds. 

BY ROLAND D NASASIRA toit 11yeanslater. | . ‘ Since acquiring the Premio, Tumu- "When I bought this car, | had no | - »4-speed automatic trans- hameho has replaced the shock ab- | 
tis increasingly rare fora motorist | intentions of replacing it. [ have | mission sorbers once, which cost $hs600,000 | 
todrive the same car for 10 years, | used it through thick and thin, |  Thistransmisslonautoma- | for a set of four, and the steering 
especially with new models and | and I have not found any reasonto | tically shifts gearswithouta | rack, which cost shs300,000. 
brands entering the market al- | change iL Most importantly. I enjoy | ~clutch, makingdriving casior. Other expenses have mostly been 

most every year.Most car enthusi. | drivingit with the confidence that |  intraffic. Whlemodemcars | for outine maintenance, including 
asts tend to upgrade, enticed by bet- | 1 can go anywhere in this country |  oftenhavemoragoars(6-8), | brake pads,air cleaner, fuel and oil 
ter performance, comfort, or tech- | without the worry of being strand- |  a4-speedautomaticisre- | ilters, transmission fluid, gearbox 

liable, simpletomaintain,and | oil, coolant, spark plugs, and wip- nology. However, Andrew Tumu- 
1 

ed because I cannot find a spare | 
hameho has passionately owned | part or a mechanic-Tumuhameho |~ smoothforrogulardriving | ers, which he estimates at about | 
his 2000 model Toyota Premiosince | explains. | conditions. | Shs220,000 for each minor service. | 

He purchased the 26-year-old Jap- | | | December 2014 and remains loyal | 
& 

| 

Ssa = 
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| ing on the condition of the e, 

SorvicoIntarvals foroldar e,y { 
“Typleally, mechanies recomniy,, | 
servicing a car every 5,000 y ! 

metres. However,with older vey,, 
such as Tumuhameho's Premio 
advice changes. ol 

‘As engines age, they requirn 
frequent attention. For his cay 
Vicing might be necessary o, 
3,000 to 4,000 kilometres, ey, 

At some point, major overhau,* 
be required, although he hay " 
reached that stage yet. 
“The Yey is to visit your garag, 

ularly Just because the engine 
and drives you from one place " 
other does not mean everyth, " 
fine. Regular servicing helpy ' 
vent minor mechanical isses, ., 
as piston widening,from develoy, 
into costly repairs,* he explains. "t 

Driving habits matter 
Tumuhameho strongly adviy, 

against sharing cars, Different dri) 
ing habits can put a strain on a ey, 
cle,impactingits longevity. 
*The most important tip for veh, 

cle maintenance is to find a reliy 

ble mechanic. Many fake mechaniq 
may aimto understand varis 
hidle technologies.Onen. the 7 ] 
service can scare away.cay, 
ing them tojump from ane echa, ) 
ic to another.Instead, Aind one 1, 
chanic who understands your ¢, 
‘brand and build a relations| 
them. When a mechanic care; 
your car as if it were their own, 
Vil be able to drive it for years ;71 
out major issues,” he says. h 

. 
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Hyglonoand care 
Exterior and interior cleany;, 

playa significant role in a car, 
TabilityDirt,dust,and mud can 
Ually deteriorate the paint 3" 
times beyond repair. Tumy 
Borecommends washing the c™* 
Jeast twice 2 week to presers, " 

0 | 

approach 
moves dust (. 

debris, and p.+ 
such as cockroy.\' 

es, which can dary 
‘wiring components.Rez, 

| cleaning also helps extend the |, 
car seats, whether they are fabr 

| leather. 

i BEEER o R | 
care it has received over 1l years. PHOTO/ABUBAKER 

‘Tumuhame i i - L:'l;gw‘uho values his Premio at no less than Shs25m, reflecting both its mechanical relabi ity and the 

| Resalevalue 
A we|l-maintained car ng| 

ly performs better but also r. 
higher resale value. Tumy 
ho values his Premio at no less 1 
Shs2sm, reflecting both it 
chanical reliability and the cz;, 
has received over 11 years. i 
ry demonstrates that with pa: 
consistent maintenance, truste 
chanics, and careful driving,eve 
older car can serve reliably fo 
thana decade. ! 
For car owners looking to extery | 
thelifeof their vehicles, Tumu! 
ho's advice is simple; know your . 
nurture it,and treat it as morer: 
Just a mode of transport. With ¢ 
cation, it can reward you with yex, 7 
ofdependable service. 
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