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11 years, Zero

regrets:

premio

The
that

endures all

Andrew Tumuhameho has driven his 2000 Toyota
Premio for more than a decade. Beyond nostalgia, he
shares what it takes to keep a car running smoothly,
why sharing it can be risky, and how simple habits

can extend its life.

BY ROLAND D NASASIRA

tis increasingly rare for a motorist |
to drive the same car for 10 years,
especially with new models and |
brands entering the market al-
most every year. Most car enthusi-
asts tend to upgrade, enticed by bet-
ter performance, comfort, or tech- |
nology. However, Andrew Tumu- |
hameho has passionately owned |
his 2000 model Toyota Premio since |
December 2014 and remains loyal |
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‘ toit, 11 years later.

*When I bought this car,I had no

intentions of replacing it. I have |
used it through thick and thin, |
and I have not found any reason to |

change il Most importantly, I enjoy
driving it with the confidence that
I can go anywhere in this country
without the worry of being strand-
ed because I cannot find a spare
part or a mechanic,” Tumuhameho
explains.

He purchased the 26-year-old Jap-
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Tumuhameho values his Premio at no less than
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Shs25m, reflecting both its mechanical reliability

ENGINEAND PERFOR-
MANCE

+ Tha anglne sizo of 1,800cc

rofers to the total voluma of
all four eylinders. Thia eize al-
|aws tha engine to produce
anough power for smooth
city and highway driving wit-
how being too heavy on fual, A
4-cylinder engine strikas a ba-
lanca batweon efficiency, per-
formance, and lower mainta-
nance costs. Running on po-
trol (gasoline) gives it smooth
nccelorntion and quieter ope-
ration compared to diesel en-
gines.

+130 hp (horsepower) In-
dicatas the engine's ave-

rall power, This is sufficient
for everyday driving, hand -
ling highways, overtaking, and
carrying afull car without
strain.

which detormines how quickly
the car can start moving and
how woll it handles weight.
This lovel of torqua is comfor-
table for city traffic and lon-
ger trips with passongors or
luggage.

»4-speed automatic trans-
mission

This transmisslon automa-
tically shifts gears withouta
clutch, making driving easier
intraffic. While modern cars
often havemore gears (6-8),
a4- automatic is re-
liable, simple to maintain, and
smooth for regular driving
conditions.
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anese saloon for Shat5m, a price he
argies woulld not biry a vehicle in as
good mechanical condition as his
Premio, which has covered 207,000
¥m and continues to perform relia-
bly, For him, the secret to longevity
lies in careful ownership and atten:
tion to detail.

One driver, ono mechanic

Tumuhameho credits much of his
car's durability to having both a
dedicated driver and a trusted me-
chanie,

*When my mechanic services the
car, he knows exactly what parts
have been replaced and what needs

attentlon. If any spare part Is re-

| quired, he knows where to find It.
Whenever I encounter amechanical
issue, he is the first person [ turn to,”
! he explains.
Sharing the car has been an edu-
. cational experience. On two occa-
| sions, friends returned it with dam-
age: once it had a damaged gearbox,
| and another time it had a ruptured
| transission system. Both incidents
| were costly to repair.
| *When I drive it myself, I learm how
| the car behaves under different can-
| ditions, how to navigate potholes
and road humps.If 1 park in a public
area, I leave my contact information
| with the security guard instead of
i leaving my keys behind. That is how
carcfully Itake care of it,” he adds.
l Since acquiring the Premio, Tumu-
hameho has replaced the shock ab-
| sorbers once, which cost Shs600,000
| for a set of four, and the steering
rack, which cost 5hs300,000.

Other expenses have mostly been |

| for routine maintenance, including

! filters, transmission fluid, gearbox

| oil, coolant, spark plugs, and wip-
| ers, which he estimates at about
| Shs220,000 for each minor service.

| brake pads, air cleaner, fuel and oil |

!+ has received over 11 years. i

B L

and the care it has received over 1 ysars. PHOTO/ABUBAKER

Sarvice Intarvala foroldarca,, {

Typleally, meehanics recomp,,
servicing a car every 5,000y,
metres. However,with alder vep,, -
such as Twmuhameho's Premi, i
advice changes.

As engines age, they require
frequent attentinn. For hiscap -
vicing might be necessary e,
3,000 to 4,000 kilometres, dey, f

| Ingon the condition of the ey,
At some point, major overhayly -

' be required, although he ha, r..:
reached that stage yet.

*The key is to visit YOur garig,
ularly Just because the engine y, *
and drives you from one placey,, |
other does not mean everythj,,
fine. Regular servicing helpy p !
vent minor mechanical issues .,

| as piston widening, from dlevely, !
into costly repairs,” he explainy, !

Driving habits matter

Tumuhameho strongly advi,,
| against sharing cars, Diferent oy,
ing habits can put a strain oma vey,
cle,impactingits longevity.
*The most important tip for ver,
| cle maintenance is to find a reliy
ble mechanic. Many fake mechaniq
may claim to understand various 1,
hicle technologles. Ofen, the €os! e .
service can scare ownerd aWIY. Cay, £

them to fromone Mech,,
| ;:En anoth!rﬁnn‘;lnd. find one y,, U
chanle who understands your , "
brand and build a reladonship ., ¥
them. When a mechanic carey ;!
car as if it were their awn‘?;'
| will be able to drive it for years ,,, !
outmajorissues,” he says. h

Hyglene and care
Exterior and interior clean;,

| play a significant role in a car, :I"'
| rability. Dirt,dust,and mud cap oot
| ually deteriorate the paint, s, "*
| times beyond repair. Tumy han

| ho recommends washing ‘htca;”! I
| least twice a week to presery, ,."

| finish. i)

| Ssimilarly, interior dct:ujjnZ it

. sential and should pe d'__"""
at least once eyer,
months. Thiy y) ‘

approach '
moves dust .,
debris, and p.,f‘
such as cockrs,,
es, which can da;,-;'_:
wiring components. P,
i cleaning also helps extend the |
. car seats,whether they are fab;;. *
i leather. s

! Resale value
| A we|l-maintained car ngy ,.
- ly performs better but alsg rer, .
- higher resale value, Tumu}
* ho values his Premio at no les; 1.
Shs2sm, reflecting bath its .
; chanical reliability and the ca;. .

. ry demonstrates that with parie-,.

© consistent maintenance, truste -

chanics, and careful driving, eve- .-

: older car can serve reliably fer

: thana decade.

i For car owners looking to exter
thelife of their vehicles, Tumuhsy..
ho's advice is simple; know your .,

- Nurture it, and treat it as more 1+

_m:lg a I:I:!.;ldé of transport. With ¢z

| cation, it can reward ithyey 1

 of dependable service Wi
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