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‘What next for 
Students who fail 
to meel pass mark? 
Ultimately, examination results represent only one 
measure of ability, langely the capacity to express 
and apply knowledge in written form. However, 
with determination, proper guidance, and support 

from family and educators, students can still build 

successful and fulfilling futures. 

BY GEOFFREY OVET OKWERA 
oseph Kilama does not qualify to pro- 
ceed to the Advanced Level of educa- 

tion, having fallen short of the mini 
‘mum requirements needed for ad- 

‘mission. He alo failed the special pro- 
jectsthat accompany the written exam- 
‘inations, both of which form part of the 
oveall assessment for progression tothe 
‘advanced level of secondary education. 
Sincethen,Kilama has been disappoint- 

ed with himself for not making it o the 
nextlevelandithinks hs future s leak. 
However, Kilama and other students 

should not despair becatse there s still 
‘hope as not all s lost under the compe- 

| tence based curricalum (CBC). In this 
new curriculum, learners are recom- 
‘mended, to pursue practical hands on 
Skils at the technical institutions of 
learning, Education experts believe that 
1o student can be completely without 
‘any areas of expertise in terms of practi- 
aalskils 
Tochnicalinstitutions 

develop further. 
“The recent results released for both, 

Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE) 
and the Uganda Certficate of Education 
(UCE) have seen a number of learners 

| across the country fll short of the min- 
imum grades required to proceed to the 

| nextlevelof their academicjourney. 
For many students and parents, the re- 

1| easeofthe examination resuls rought 
| a mixture of joy and disappointment. 

|| While some learners celebrated out- 
|| standing academic achievements,oth- 

| ershaditocometoterms with results that 
| ‘ fell below expectations. However, falling. 
| shortof the minimum pass mark should 
|| not be seen as the end of the road be- cause, there s il ight at the end of the 

tunnel 
Stephen Mukasa, an educationist in 

Kampala, observes that academic per- 
formance at one stage,does ot define a 
learner' entire future. Education s not.a 
one-sizefitall jouney; itis diverse and 
flxible, offering multiple pathways to 

| success. 
| Mukasa saysstudents whormay nokpro- 
|| gress through the traditional academic 
| route can explore alternatives such as; 

vocational training, technicalin- 
| stitutions,skills 

develop- 

resitting 
examina: 
tions with-bet- 
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progross! 
the next phasa of formal educa- 
tion stillhava viablo Ho 
notes that such students can on- 
rollinvocationaland technical 
institutions to acquiro practical, 
hands-onskills,sinco avery lear- 
nor possessos unique strengths 
and talents. 

Viorstago;”says Mukisa 
AReridentifying the specific po* 
tential ofeach student, there s 
need to explorevariouscertifi- * 
cato courses that align with their 
talentsandnterosts, suchas; 
hairdressing, cateringand hos 
tality, welding, carpentry and joi 
nery, mechanical works,electri- 
calinstallation,civil engineering, - 
amongothers. 

e preparation. Many successfulindivic- 
uals have built fulflling careers through 
non-raditional routes tht align more 
closlyvith their talentsand interests. 
“What matters most s reslience, guid- 
‘ance,and the wilingnessto keep moving 
forward. Withthe right support frompar- 
ents,teachers, and communitis, every 
learner can find a pathway that leads 
to growth, opportunity and achieve- 
‘ment;says Mukasa. 
Competence Basod 
Curriculum 
Under the new second- 

ary school curriculum, 
the Competence 
Based Curric- 
ulum (CBC), 
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who do 
notat- 
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‘He says the deeper truth 

of this matter is almost 

philomphicfl]: as an 

examination measures 

performance at a 
mom;nlinfime,r_mt 
the total capacity 
of a human being. 

“Intelligence is not 

a single event. It & 
unfolds Whenyoung 
people grasp that, 
the narrtive shits ’ 

amstill 
And that 
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Onenchanreiterates. 

‘He adds that failure should not be de- 
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inations; rather the emphasi should be 

onstayingcommitted to skills acqu
isition, 

"Athough practical learning guarantees 
success, it is not only in passing examina- 

tions,rather in building a meaningful and 

sustainable veliood. 
According to Onenchan. educati

on 

should beviewed holistically without nec 
‘sarly putting attention to cxamination 
resultsalone. 
"While academic excellnce s importar, 

‘ands-on skill,innovation. and person 
21 development are equally valuable in 
‘hapingasuccesfuluture.Heencouroges 
students who may have fallen short in ex- 

Sinationsnottolose hope.utnstend 
xplore alternative pavays uch s o- 
ational training, entrepreneurship, and 

tion. 

‘Onenchian stresses that vihen lexrners 
continuously equip themselves vith rel 
vant skllsand knowledze.they position 
themselves forbroader opportunitis and 
longtermachieverent beyond the lss- 
mom. 
s also important or parents avany 

guardians to provide amotional uppor 
Suring this time, Encouragernent. rth 
e than blame,can significantly boost o 
Jeammersconfidenceand resilience. 

Ultimately examination results repre. 
sentonly one measure of abilty larzely 
the capacity to express and apply knov| 
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