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* forejoini
- her maiden speech, Aber cut a
n;»xeconallatory tone, observing
while the election was bit-
ter,xtwast:metomoveforward
- and deliver services to the peo-
. pleofGtﬂucny

After being sworn in, she
promxsed to ﬁght against cor-
. ruption and insecurity Among
_ the challenges Aber now faces,

are solid waste management, in-
- security,low revenue collection
and corruption.

Gulu City generates 130 tonnes
of solid waste daily, but only 47
percent is collected and dis-
posed of properly.

At the Gulu Main Market locat-

ed in the Laroo-Pece Division, -
Aber has an uphill task in gar- -
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el 12km each day to dump waste
at the Pabwo dumpingsite.

The construction of a Shs7.5
billion waste plant is nearing

- completion.
The new mayor will have to
double her efforts in revenue
~ collection. ;
Annually the city division pro- -
jectsto collect Shs2 billioninlo- =
cal revenue. Out the Shs2 billion, |

nearly 40 percent of the revenue
goes towards waste manage-
ment.

Eachyax;thecityspendsnear—

ly Shs300 million on managing :

solid waste generated by resi-
dentsin the central business dis-
trict.

Aber has since promised to en-

lnuthencwmaYorof Pow Laroo Division of Gulu City.PHOTO BY JAMES OWICH

\t awailts Gulu's

woman mavor

-bagemanagemmt'lhefwhty

generates nearly 10 percent of
. wasteinthecity.
garbage trucks. The trucks trav- -

sure that revenue is safeguard- = 500 metres from Gulu Universi-
- ed.“Our revenue officers will be  ty Police Post.
- introubleiftheytouchlocalrev- =~ The mayor has since promised
enue,’she said. ~ to work with security agencies
She also pledged to spend torestoreorderin thecity.
three of the five days working ~ She has already held meetings
- in the office, while the remain- ~ the police and the UPDF lead-
. ingtwodays willbespentinthe  ers to address insecurity in Gu-
field, monitoring government ~ luCity.
programmes. ' Inthe last two months, the city
Aber comes at a time when = has witnessed a sharp rise in
there is deteriorating secu- homicide cases and
- rity in the city and its gun-related vio-
suburbs. lence.
One of the victims Since the year
was Chris Nyeko, a began, at least
- laboratory techni- 10 people have
E;:ianaltachedéogltll-l SPENT ON WASTE ll_;eenm\ardmd
- lu University omicide cas-
. Centre IV. Two days MANAGEMENT es have been at-
after she was swornin, tributed to shoot-
- Nyeko was killed by un- ing and domestic vi-
. known assailants. i olence,among others.
- Nyeko'sbodywasfoundinthe  Aber also faces a challenge of

middle of Laroo Road, located ' poorly maintained roads, espe-
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ciallyin the annexed areas.

Lt Gen Charles Otema Awany,
the commander of the Reserve
Force, urged Aber to ensure that
roads are in good condition.

“Local investors want to in-
vest in areas where roads arein
good condition. There is pow-
er and water. Please ensure that
sure that roads are in good con-
dition,”he said.

In Gulu City, fewer than 20,000
people are connected to the na-
tional grid. Meanwhile, only
13,000 have access to clean wa-
ter.

Nearly 80 percent of the road
project was funded by the World
Bank and the Japanese govern-
ment through its development
agency,JICA.

Among the roads earm
for upgrade are Bro Elio, Oki-
di Dakamoi, Phillip Ojok, Mama
Cave, Bishop Wani, Alex Ojera,
Peter Abe, Princess, Louis Otika,
Lower Churchill Drive and Ben
Ocan.

In the last four years, the total
road length in the city increased
from 249.2 ki to 482.3 km. This

 follows the elevation of Gu-
- Iufrom a municipality to a city
- by an Act of Parliament in July
- 2020.
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