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Alt”Ii‘tlmg women save Shs200
Weekly to maintain boreholes
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About 98 per cent of the discases

‘}"ﬁ“ﬂ‘!ﬁ?d at health centres during

wid D]!;;mi% were watler, sanitation

el kiene (WASH) q related.
iarrhoea and typhoid were
common illnesses.

Rem‘:"wewr' with continued

sensitisation, the situation is

different today for the community
of more than 43,000 pcople.

At least 18 local hand pump
mechanics have been trained and
deployed in each parish to repair
the wells.

Currently, a preventive
maintenance module is being
tested, where the pump mechanics
visit each water source per month
and do minor repairs for f[ree
while major ones arc done ol an
affordable cost.

This measure is timely duc 1o
the growing pressure on waler
resources  from population,
climate change, pollution and
other challenges.

_ In northern Uganda, drought
is cxacerbating the large and
growing gap between the country’s
water use and th- available water
supply,

_ The parish chief of Abukamola
in Omoro Sub-county, Mr Tonny
Isaac Aliro, says 26 villages in his
parish lack access to clean water.

“To date, some ol these villages
arestill struggling loaccess waler,”
he says.

The Omoro LC3 councillor, Mr
Bosco Omenge, says the worsi
affected villages are Baropiro,
Oyere, Oumu A and Oumu B.

The LC3 chairperson, Mr
Robert Okullo, says the situation
has improved after several
development pertners such has
Divine Waters Uganda and Ryans
Well Foundation constructed
boreholes in the sub-county.

For 64-year-old Jenti Akullo, a
vesident of Yikwii, the assistance

80%

Coverage. [ 51 imated walut covelanc
im alebtong Cistuc]

comas as n reliel.

“We used 1o trek long distances
in scarch of water because we
¢did not have any source within
our area,” she says, adding that
borehole constructed in the area
by Ryans Well Foundation in 2015
created unity among the people.

Ms  Akullo appeals (o the
government to provide them with
agricultural inputs such as hoes
and oxen.

Ms Geto Ocekikot,
resident, says: “1 had waist pain
and 1 could no! trek long distances
1o feteh water but the borehole
construclted in our village has
relieved us.”

WATER SITUATION

Accessibility: Uganda is one

of the 45 developing countnas
{acing chionic undet -funding for
waler, sanilation and hygiene
services. In Uganda, 31 per cenl
of households do not have access
1o clean water and 19 per cent dlo
nol have access to sanitation
Global goals: The 17 global
goals set by United Nations

on sustainable development

aim to tackle axlieme povarly
inerualities and climate

change. including the watel and
sanitation cisis which kills hali
amillion children each year from
preventable diaihoval diseascs
However, majority have failed

1o meet their own national

Restictod access. A borahole InOmora Sub-county, Alebtong District, I3 fencod to
another protect it from animals. froTo SrbiL ot eH

Mr Mariin Olike, the Yikwii
Village chairperson, says residents
who do not contribute money to
the borehole maintenance are

commitmen! taigets with B3 per
cent and /0 per cent oi Ccountties
falling sigmificantly sehind the
nends requied to maai then

The inclusion of Global Genl 8.
which comnuts N memba

water samtation and bwaiene Lo
ovaryone everywheie by O30
1€ o victay o more thae (o
million peoole i Uganda teday
who cannoet eastly access olaan
woter tor domestc use and six
million people wathout access to
a secure, private toilet facihity

Source: WaterAld Uganda

blocked from accessing the water
point. However, the district vice
chairperson, Mr Angela Okello,
savs nobody should be denied
access to water because they
cannot contribute the money.

Mr Edwin Odur, the Divine Walers
Uganda's programme manager,
savs they have constructed 11
boreholes in Abukamola Parish
since 2013.

«We have worked together with
them (the community), they have
supported our intervention and
they have received all that we dicl
for them,” Mt Odur says.

“My request now is for them 10
sustain it so that they | boreholes]
are used for generations because
those investments are huge and we

believe that we have transformed
their lives. We expect them o
countinue using the facilities for
over 50 yvears,” he adds.

According to Mr Odur, the NGO
conducted a research last year
and found that only 10 per cent
of WASH related infeclions were
registered in health centres in the
sub-county.
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