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valuable than advice her customers.

“That is how I started growing, walking
Kampala,"Leniasays.
Regrettable experience

After 15 years of hard work, you would
expect an entrepreneur like Lenia to have
established clients, But this,she says,isthe
i ; experience she regrets most in her jour-

ney. At one point, she began supplying
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Alonebutnotdefeated
In 2009, Lenia suddenly became

ther of her children abandoned them.
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y 6.30am, Veronica Lenia working through the
is already up, with her raw night and walking all
grains (simsim, ground- day, has been worth
nuts, corn, and snacks like it. She has managed
daddies) ready to start roast- tosendall her children
ing. Hers is work that demands thupsiatiel
patience and energy because on One of them, her fourth-
some days, she stands over bomson,Maxwel}Allm Ar-
the fire until 10pm.On oth- i)o,mtly;urpnsedemy-
er days, especially when one by scoring 20 out of 20
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sleep before beginning §  time when his mother did
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For him, growing up in that environ-
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“Growing up in poverty and recognis-
ing my disadvantages pushed me to work
harder. It was hard work, coupled with
prayer, that helped me keep my grades
high”headds.

For her, those 20 points meant that at
least she did not have to worry about tui-
tion fees for him. For Aribo, the result was
Just the beginning of along-time dream.

Lenia had always known her children
were capable. Her second-born daugh-
ter excelled early, earning a bursary in
secondary school. But even that success
came with complications.Someone who
acted as a mediator between Lenia and
the school continued to collect school
fees from her without her knowledge,
even though the school had granted her

“Idid not know until two terms later, af-
ter I had been paying money to our medi-
ator, that I was not supposed to pay at all.
Ionly found out when her father went to
check on herat school,”she recalls.

The following year, she did not pay. Le-
nia went back to supporting her daughter
through A-Level.

Her first son is now volunteering at
Mulago Cancer Institute. Her other son
completed Senior Six but could not
proceed to university due to financial
constraints, He is hustling in Kampala,
since the business cannot generate
enough money for university tuition. The
rest of the children received scholarships
for university.

Thenextchallenge

But between aspiration and achieve-, .,
ment, Lenia is hopeful that Aribo may
get a government sponsorship, which will
help. But for now, worry still covers her
face.

The same concern extends to her young-

- er children, the second-last in Senior

Three and the last-born in Senior One,
who are currently in government schools.
“If they get support, they can do well.

“Theyjust need achance,’she says.

Amother'sdream
Lenia’s dream is for her children to be
okay in the future, even when she is not

fice on sleepless nights, long walks,and
hands hardened by work.
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But despite Lenia does not

 measure her life by what she haslost. She

measures it by what she has managed to

build.

“Thave educated my children.I can take
them to the hospital.I clothe them and’
tl?eyhaveamofovermetrhads,'saysle

nia.
But the work is precarious, and it has
caused lastingdamage.Shenowandthen

. experiences chest pain, due to the large
. basket she carries on the head for long

distances,and her knees are not as strong

- astheyused tobe,makingit difficult toget
. upwhenshehassatdown.

But she is still keeping on, advising sin-

- glemotherslike her to work hard and not

gIveup.

“That is the only wayBecause who s go-
ing to take care of your children if you do
not?”shesays.

And the next morning, before the sun

rises fully, Lenia will carry her already
packed snacks, the simsim mixed with
groundnuts, the simsim balls, daddies,
the hard corn and soy on her head
and head through her usual routes.
But due to thie problem with her legs,
she will sacrifice some of her profit to
grab aboda boda, and head back home

continue.

‘when stockis done. And the cycle will
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