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Know your
child’s teachers

Stories are often told of how
some naughty students when
=ent home from sehoo! 1o bring
thelr parente hire etrangere

And because teachers do not
know who the actua! parents of
the said student are, they end
up falling for the trick thereby
not achieving the objective of
the suspension. Such scenarios
would not happen If parents and
teachers were always in close
contact

Parents should therefore,
stop the laissez-faire attitude of
leaving teachers to take much
of the responsibility of learners,
Of course some will say they are
busy but if you cannot find time
for your child who will? Read
about how it is important that you
Interact with your child's teach er
frequently in our story today.

You will also meet the two
Students who beat 100 others
to the debate championship and
how their experience has changed
their lives on page 21 as well as
Dr Mesharch Katusiimeh who is
determined to bring the troubles
of Ankole Western University to
anend.

Have a good week.
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Teachers arm the second parents for students Ax g parent, intaracting with your
Chikd's teachers witl give you 8 chance 19 know your child's new developments and .:1‘
sbilitias This way, the teac) Vb abla ty Wfor extra help whers peed arizes In P, -
sdivion nteraeting with teachers wil haly s parent ynderstand thaie child mor as q
o cNidmea pretend in the preteres of thaiy PArents © G

Parent, teacher
relationships crucial
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Parents should be vigilant
when it comes to their chil-
dren’s well-being at school.
And to achieve this, they
must be in close contact with
teachers and interact with
them from time-to-time.
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BY SARAH AANYU
saanyu@ug.nationmedia.com

enever Lordrich Kananura’s
parents visited him at St
Peters Primary School, Nsam-

bya, they made it a point to go to the
headmaster’s office and inquire about
his progress.

However, this would not go down well
with Kananura, a Primary Seven pupil,
who says his results would always be
way too below his parent’s expecta-
tions. But the interaction would eventu-
ally help Kananura because his parents
heeded his teachers’ advice and started
him on private coaching which saw his
results improve greatly,

“When my mother spoke to the class
teacher, he made sure that he checked
my notes every week and also gave me
papers for revision that helped me im-
prove my class performance,” says Ka-
nanura.

John Katongole, a head teacher at St
Peter’s Senior Secondary School, Naa-

Teacher Jane Akello of
Buganda Road Primary
School teaches puplls.
Parents should Interact
with their children's
teachers to assess thelr
progress among other
things.
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TEACHER
BENEFITS

Research shows that
parental Involvement
can free teachers
to focus more on
the task of teaching
children. Also, by
having more contact
with parents, teach-
ers learn more about
students' needs and
home environment,
which is Information
they can apply to-
ward better meeting
those needs, Parents
who are involved tend
to have a more posi-
tive view of teachers,
whichresultsin
'iimproved teacher
morale.

lya, says the relationship between teach-
ersand parents should be good becauseit
is the teachers who take care of the chil-
dren in the parent’s absence. :

“Sometimesa teacher mayknowachild
more than the parent because most of the
children’s days are spent at school,” says
Katongole.

Oreates comfort for pupils
Rose Katengeke, a teacher at Pearl Africa
School, Kabalagala and mother of five,

Benefits to parents

* Parents benefit by getting ideas
from school on how to help and sup-
" port their.children, and.by learning
more about the school's academic
programmes and how they work.

says teachers are lumnrv;,,,, I
children's llves. She sayg heca, Rty
busy schedule, she enrn))q Hep S0
in boarding schools wiyuy, " hip:
primary Three. Y o

“For me to know morp ;,,“”” "
dren and also beable tg ”"vnl.,,""/.,
Mwnys make sure that [ gey to, 1,
teachers and even take gy, 00
e that [ can constantly gy,
forany updatesabout my e,
Katengeke.

she says when parents; }
harmonise, Y]I(?.f‘llllrl 015 o, "._.“)“
at school knowing they pg, a Oy
parent they can talk to. e,
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Ohecln dinciplizia
Katongole says teachers shoy),
teract with parents only v,
dent has committed an offep.,, .
some parents do not even ap )—nnn.
summunedl’or}lxenrchll(!mn.__"_.rp: g
ary issues but instead send 5 rope ity
tative. Ry B,
Joshua Akorikin, a Senjor For
dent at Naalya Secondary Sch,,fr' s,
vises parents to look out for Sign,.‘ | 3y
why their child keeps them a'r/r.{/' a3y,
the teachers. He says most timn.f," %
indisciplined students who (¢ Hoe Ithy
their parents to meet teacherg h..,."“r.'
they will get to know abouyt lhg},.""ﬁrn
conduct atschqol. bag
“It is better if the teacher disey
the child in their'presem:e' becay, Q 5o
is when the real information aboy has
child will be revealed leaving o h.
for denial. And in case the tchh‘?gm
exaggerating, the child, too, wi) " is
chance to defend themselves » Akg nl':, a
n

says.
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Performance
Katengeke says children’s perform,
must be combined effort betwee
entsand teachers because itis a 1,
who knows the chxlq's WOrst done A
jects thus encouraging their Paren; :;
get them special help.- o

Katongole encourages parents ey
scholars who see no need to m, ) ay
with teachers because they che) up
their children’s academic progresg da?x?
forgetting that there are some main s v
eas being ignored such as disdpline ;;
school. ¢

“Sometimes when the parentg i
for visitation at school,. they ming m:
jofly about giving their childrep, eati
ables and ignore reading the circyly
which advise them to meet up witp s
teachers and review the student’s
formance and behaviour,” he adds,

Whatever the reasonsaparent hag i
not interacting with their child’s e,
they should know that relationsmp £
important because it helps check Pupil’s
behaviour thus keeping them in line With
the objective of going to school.
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« They also become more confident
about the value of their school in-
volvement. . . -

* Parents develop a greater apprecia-
tion for the important role they play in
their children’s education.
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