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Lamwo leaders block Chinese company

Issue. They say the construction
company has failed to fulfil its
commitment

BY JULIUS OCUNGI

editorial@ug nationmedia com

LAMWO. Local leaders in Agoro
Sub-county, Lamwo District have
blocked Chinese road giant Chongq-
ing International Construction Com-
pany (CICO) from excavating rocks
in the area over failure to upgrade
roads.

The leaders accuse CICO, which
is undertaking the construction of
Acholibur-Musingo Road, of failing
to upgrade a 20km murrum road
stretching from Madi-Opei Sub-
county to the quarry site in Tegot kw-
era and Anyul in Agoro sub-county.

Mr Denis Onyon, the Agoro Sub-
county LC3 chairperson, said for the
last three years since CICO started
quarrying aggregates for construc-
tion of Acholibur-Musingo road,
many roads in the areas have been
degraded by heavy trucks.

He said they had reached an agree-
ment with the company to have the
20km road upgraded to first class
tarmac but nothing has been done.
~ Mr Onyon said they have resolved
to stop the Chinese company from
excavating rocks until they show
commitment of the agreement.

“We have reached a resolution in
our council meeting to stop the com-
pany from any further quarrying in
the area until they show us commit-
ment. Our roads have been degraded
because of their activity and we can’t
accept them to continue,” Mr Onyon
told Daily Monitor in an interview
Tuesday. B

Quarrying. A woman collects stones at a quarry. Leaders in Agoro Sub-county, Lamwo District have blocked a Chinese
company from excavating rocks in the area. PHOTOBY RACHEL MABALA

He also noted that heavy rock
blasting in the area also damaged
of several buildings but the CICO has
not compensated the affected resi-
dents.

When contacted, the CICO public
relations officer, Mr Asumani Muger-
ere, said the leaders cannot block
them because they have a five-year
agreement permitting them to util-
ise the quarry site.

He denied knowledge of any agree-
ment with local leaders to upgrade
the said road.

“What we do is give back to the

community where we operate
through cooperate social responsi-
bility. In this case we haven’t decided
yet on what to do,” Mr Mugerere
said.

He also revealed that they won’t
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be affected by the threats since t¥
have already excavated enough
gregates to complete the road.

Other incidents

Early this month, 36 resid
of Kitgum District who are pa
those -affected by the upgra
of the Acholibur-Musingo roa
dragged to court CICO, Ugand.
tional Roads Authority, Katu
and Company Consulting surv
and valuers over delayed cor
sation and undervaluing of
properties.
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