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Who will feed 34
million Ugandans?

'iable sector? Lack of capital for youth to engage in
ommercial agriculture, coupled by changing agricultural trends
ind unreliable weather conditions has discouraged youth from
»ining the sector despite it employing more than 80 per cent of
Jgandans. The government advises youth to adopt value-chain
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ke processing, follow the weather forecast if they are to reap
eturns, writes Paul Tajuba & Dan Wandera.

The programme targets the poor
and unemployed youth. Its initial
budget is estimated at Shs265 bil-
lion in the next five years.

Mr Ishak Mugema, 26, the dis-
trict youth councillor, also gives
similar reasons for not commer-

very morning, Mr Kenneth
EMusoke Kyeyune, walks to his
small video library in Wobulenzi
Town, Luweero District, to sell music
videos and movies.
As he heads to work, the 28-year-
old is uncertain of how much he will

carn at the end of the day, but he has e

held on to the business for the last

cially utilising his six acres of land.
According to Mugema, the situ-

things; deforestation, wetlaqd deg-
radation and burning of fossils that

Youth engage

Mr Okasai also says .
change has brought ;s

" riculture in \

four years. ation has been worsened by the  releases dangerous gases into the ';:fm Uganda. gg:frg‘l‘ﬁ;};:f}?améxéom;

At home in Tweyanze village, his  changing agricultural trends and atmosphere, which results into the Mr Kenneth facted fiot pepper ¢ “'nfr.
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alternative is to get a loan from the

bank.

“But the terms to access loans and
repayment interests are not friendly
to people investing in farming proj-

ects,” Kyeyune observes.

Despite the government rolling
out the Programme countrywide,
Kyeyune says it has not sufficiently
covered youth in the district.

WHATPEOPLE SAID...

pay labour.

The predicament that farmersin
Luweero face is a mirror of what is
happening elsewhere in the coun-
try with youth turning to short
term solution such casual labour
and boda boda riding to survive.

For instance, over the years,
gambling has become the mainstay
of many village and urban trading
centre starting z ~arlvas 8am.

This could be blamed on the lack
of long-term planning by govern-

rising temperatures in the country
could reduce by 85 per cent of the
available land used for growing Ro-
busta coffee. Coffee is one of Ugan-
da’s lead exports.

Climate change impacts

The country has already tested
these occurrences with the most
recent being the 2015/16 dry spell
that left crops scorched and dried
up streams and wetlands, which act
as sources of water for domesticand

transporting and marketinogcéﬁa;.,’
duce. fp.
“T would be WTOng to
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harvest losses,” Mr Okasaj says s
Healso observes that tomiti;,
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The improvement has been attrib-
uted to training staff and acquiring
mod_em weather technologies. Ac-
cording to Mr Charles Kadyama, the
Kibuku District chairperson, blames
some political leaders for the chal-
lenges youth face.

aaticultural sector cortinuns to play an irnportant role in
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Some leaders, Mr Kadyama says,
instead of standing firm against en-
vironment degradation, encourage
farmers to cultivate in fragile ecosys-
tems such as wetlands and forests.

He says scarcity of water, calls for
deliberate engagements through
which leaders can help people to

adopt self-sustenance measures.

“Many leaders look at politics as
employment... The role of a leader
is to guide and lead a community
which can sustain on its own. If
we shy away from telling people
the truth, then we are misleading
them,” Mr Kadyama says.
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10.9 per cent
wetland cover
of Uganda the
ministry has
demarcated
167.7
kilometres

of critical
wetlands and
restored at least
476 hectares.
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“Our wetlands are heing destroyed
hut some leaders encourage people
to eultivate thers for them (o gain po-
litieal capital,” Kadyama «ays citing
Limoto awetland in Kibula that was
destroyed during the 2016 general
election.

Dr Daniel Babikwa, the MNational
Environment Management Authority
(Nema) director of district support
eoorlination and public education,
says natural cover such as wetlands
and forests influence 40 per cent of
rainfall received in the area and any
destruction on them means little or
no rainfall.

The 60 per cent influence comes
from Central Pacific Ocean and In-
dian Ocean cooling or warming ef-
fects, Unfortunately, a 2017 Water
and Environment sector rovieys re-
port revealed that the country’s for-
est cover has dropped to 9 per cent,
representing a 3 per cent drop in just
two years,

In 2015, a similar review put the
country’s forest cover at 11 per cent.
The 2017 review and indicated that
thousands of hectares of Mabira for-
est, one of the biggest reserves in the
country, have been “degraded or un-
der stocked”.

Way forward

In a country where majority of
the population cannot afford smart
climate technologies such as fertilis-
ers, irrigations and rain harvest, Mr
George Mutagubya, the advocacy and
communication manager for Agricul-
tural Business Initiative (aBi), says
people need to equip themselves with
specific capacities to adopt green
growth measures and extend both
technical services and financing sup-

port.

The Clean Technology Fund was
established in 2015 to finance sus-
tainable agribusiness by responding
to climate change, promoting green
growth and climate smart agricul-
ture opportunities. The organisation
is willing to help Ugandans on how to
cope with the changes weather.

Inaddition to climate change, soils
have lost or are fast losing fertility, an
area Mr Mutagubya says needs to be
addressed too.

Uganda has a population .growth
rate of 3.3 per cent yet agncultgre
has been growing at 0.8 per cent SIng
2012. However, last year it registered
substantial growth margins of 3.2 per
cent.

“Our target is to raise it to 5.6 per
cent as stated in the National De-
velopment Plan 11,” Mr Christopher
Kibanzanga, the agriculture State
minister says, adding: “The sector
continues to playanimportant role in
food security and nutrition, employ-
ment, wealth creation, manufactur-
ing industry and export trade.”

Mr Francis Opolot, the Ministry
of Water and Environment acting
assistant commissioner in charge
of climate change department, says
government will continue building ir-
rigation schemes across the country
to support the agriculture and carry
out mass sensistisation of climate
change and ensure that other minis-
tries and departments mainstream
the same in their budget planning.
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