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groundnuts

mendation is: NPX kg /ha: 25 kg, of N - 50 kg of
-potassium, -

;: Da not apply potassium fertilisers when the
groundnuts have emerged. l?o}igu' sprays of mtri=
ents can be applied in case of diseases. .
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Groundnuts usually give an indication when to
harvest. In order to determine the correct har-
vest time, the development of the plant must be

d when
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Land pmp-.r;:u Farmers can know harvest indicators as pods
. Jaax on

insi & = black,
mature and the inside becomes brown Lo -
“'while immature pods retain a fresh white appear-
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with the current weather cha
ally, the planting date is diffic
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mbsgq(lleﬂi plant growth, o i
Timely planting dates shoy;
tage of periods of higher rainful) 4, Van-
ing end of the season drought effects e
parn:lers are advised tq sow gror;ndn
seeds in rows and one seeq per hel ith
the right spacing, e
For groundnut varieties whic}
right farmers should plant Serer:u%rg}? uthe

hose which
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spaced 45cm by 10cm,

These varieties include Serenu
LTand14R. Rstands for the red cro?g;ffngg
stands for white tan. The improved Sera-
nut varieties 5T and 6R mature early <
taking approximately 90 - 100days :
while Serenut 8R, 9T, IT angd 14R /
mature between 100 - 110 days, 3

It is important to dig the hole
6cm deep for efficient Eermina-
tion. Sce]ds ;.hat germinate slowly
as a result of deep planting take o,
emerge and a subst. i b
S o andard plant will be

Shallowplantingofseed,soﬂeqs
can only be considered when enogﬁnnfg},:-
ture is available and the climate i moist.

Generally, 150,000 plants per acre are rec-
ommended for dry land production and for
irrigated land 300,000 plants,

Farmers are expected to plant 80 kilo-
grammes of ground seed per hectare and
this app_l:es to small seeded plants but for
those with bigger seeds 100 kilogrammes
are planted per hectare,
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Farmers are expected to weed the far:

. . HlS
twice or three times dependi :
ey pending on the weed

The first weeding is done after tw ks
from planting and the next should 'b0 befo
‘the plants flower, -

i ing or spot spraying to prevent spreading

weeds, rhizomes, tubers or roots. This is
" particularly important for perennial weed
species.

It is important to clean all tillage equip-
ment before moving to the next field to
avoid disease spread.

Farmers are advised to use herbicides to
___ remove initial weed prior to planting to
. ensure a weed-free seedbed.

Early maturing small seeded
varieties require 300 - 500 mm
= while medium to late maturing
~ large seeded varieties need 1000
- 1200 mm rainfall,

Soil type

All soils other than very heavy ones are
suitable for growing groundnut, but the best
are deep, well drained sandy, sandy loam or
loamy sand soils. Groundnuts will not grow
well or fix nitrogen in acidic soils.

Fertili requirement
Groundnuts respond better to residual
fertility than to direct fertiliser applica-
tion. A soil test is the best way to determine
whether fertiliser or lime is required in
groundnut growing.
Liming is necessary only when the soil PH
. Is below 5.8. However if soil test results are
not available, the general fertiliser recom-

NUMBER OF PLANTS
RECOMMENDED PER ACRE

Hand weeding is recommended to avoid
damaging of flowers to cause abortion. It is
important for farmers to scout for pests and
diseases. Plants which are affected must be
removed. i o

Remove spotty infestations by hand hoe-

Jance. Ta ¢
Once farmers observe this by uprooting three

~to five plants at different spots of the field, they

can start harvesting. .
Farmers are advised to remove the soil on the

o pods and dry under sunshine on polythane pa-

ers for ahout 10'days. T
;. Prope; storage is encouraged to avoid inci-
dences of aflatoxin which is on the increase due
to negligent post handling practices. )

A farmer who follows the right agronomy w-u:
be in position ro harvest 1,000 kilogrammes pc

hectare.

CROP ROTATION

A well planned, crop rotation system can
ensure good yields of high quality. Incider to
reduce risk in the farming system, groundnuts
should be grown in rotation with other crops
such as maize, 2

To avoid buildup of pests and diseases,
groundnut should not be grown continuously
on the same land. A rotation of three years or
longer usually reduces disease burden.

PETS AND DISEASES

The common diseases of groundnuts are the
Rosette Virus and leaf spot which usually
destroys the leaves and stems causing yleld
loss of up to 70 per cent

Farmers can control it by spraying the whole
plant with insecticides, such as dimethoate for
two weeks measuring a mixture of Smis per
two litres of water.

Others are ground leaf rust and pests such as
rodents, mites, Aphids and leaf minors which
can be avoided through crop rotation.




