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Passion frults at the presidential demonstration farm

in Kawumu In Luwero

at Kawumu, they followed
him, after hearing he helps
farmers.

The Kintus have a pig farm
that also drew the attention of
the President, i the

ing Luwero into a food basket

principles of the National
Resistance Movement,
which is socio-economic
transformation.

He said to achieve socio-

quality and good hygiene in
their pigsty.

- "Why | emphasise
modern farming'’
Museveni said his emphasis
on commercialisation of
agriculture is one of the four

people should get out of the
traditional ways, where they
produce food only for home
consumption.

Museveni said 52 years
ago, he began pointing out
10 the Banyankole the need
10 change from traditional

f
“One of the local chiefs who
opposed my idea asked me
10 look at his ingers and

whether they were the same.
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Out of the need to empower
Kawumu, during
A

also donated sh10m 1 a
farmers’ model SACCOS

with 138 members. Like

the demonstration farms he
set up. he inspired the local
farmers to start the SACCOS
1o help themselves in case of
emergencies that need cash.

The SACCOS started last
year, with each membert
paying sh15.000 as
membership fees. Members
are also allo 10 save as
low as sh1,000 after paying
membership.

Moses Werikhe, a field
officer at Kawumu village,
said when farmers sell their
produce, they are encouraged
10 save pan of their income
with the SACCOS such that if
their animals are sick, they can
go for financial help.

For the model farmers
that Museveni visited, there
was clear evidence that his
agncultural programmes are
impacting the lives of the ocal
farmers.

Lydia Balemezi, the special
presidential assistant in charge
of projects, said they were doing
alot to ensure that farmers
embrace commerdial farming.

R

he said.

He added that other people
d the Bahima could not
change from their traditional
ways of living and that they
needed to be left the way they
were.

“{ started with them from
1967 to the time when Amin
came and went to fight him.”

Museveni said between1989
and 1995, he went back
and discovered that all the
villages can get out of the

poverty. “Poverty is ignorance

since some people were not
listening to me, | came t0

Kawumu to show them that 1

can use four acres of land and

generate a lot of money.” he
added.

Citing the Bible, Museveni
said: “When a nation has no
vision, it perishes.” He also
noted that the problem of low
productivity of food in Africa
is being asleep.

“There is no way, for
example, why Ugandans with
all this fertle soils should not
have enough food and Israel,
which grows crops in the
desert, has plenty that it can

even export.”
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