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Are we making the
best use of land?

e think about a futpre
i?ih a bigger population to
feed we must think about

the best way to use the ?gl’lCUl‘
tural resources at our disposal.
Land is one of the agricultural
resources whose use needs reor-
ganization to ensure that farmers
really own the land on which they
work and that they have sufflment
amount of it to carry out gainful
agricultural production. Popula-
tion pressure has forced many
farmers to work on small plots
without land tenure registration
documents, They live and work
under constant fear of eviction

by landlords and they are slow _to
invest heavily in long term paying
economic activities such as coffee
growing, Many of them merely
hire the land for some months or
years on terms that in most cases
limit the investments they can
make on the land. Some people
Just own parcels on which they
practically do nothing and live far
away in large towns ag absentee
landlords waiting to sel] the land
when need arises. Some other
farmers own numerous small gar-
dens scattered over a wide area
andlose alot of time traveling
from one piece of land to another
to do the cultivation and supervi-
sion.

Iiand fragmentation or subdi-
Vvision is bad for agricultural
development in the sense that
the farmer’s attention is divided
between the numeroug holdings
which may require different agro-
nomical practices instead of one
solid work plan on a single large
farm.

Inhis book “The Struggle for Land
in Buganda” Samuel Lwanga Ly-
nyiigo has argued that While we
think that large-scale farms will
deliver an agricultural reyoly-
tion and spyr development they
may actually lead to massive
unemployment and poverty. Hig
observation is that 5 lot of land
would be made available to large
scale farmers who are expected to
offer employment to the masses,

hese days however farmg canbe
much me

chanised ang may need
just a handful of skilled workers.
Investors are after profits and not
€ employment of peasants,
Machines do not get tired, the
donot bury relatives, they do not
fgll sick and their output is many

times more than that of human
labour”
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