Today, Uganda marks the World HIV
vaccine Awareness Day. For over 21 years
now, scientists have been researching for
an HIV vaccine, but with little success.
Hilary Bainemigisha asked Dr Francis
Kiweewa, the head of research at
Makerere University Walter Reed Project,
whether there is hope of an HIV vaccine
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Department of Defence,
Henry Jackson Foundation,
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GSK pharmaceutical
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Currently, there are two
to three large clinical trials
that are cither on going or
planning to enrol participants
in Sub-Saharan Afnca. These
are a result of lessons that have
been accumulated from several
smaller clinical trials, including
those that Ugandans have
particdpated in. This is the first

in progressively bringing
down the number of new HIV
infections.

The enormous resources
needed to sustain the current
strategics and the fact that no
major epidemic has ever been
climinated without a vaccine,
makes us strongly believe that

especially when it comes
to communicating our
messages.

itself so often and this makes
it difficult for researchers to
come up with exact HIV look-
a-likes. The rate at which it
mutates itself to create several
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