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BUSINESS & TENDERS

UK, UN organisations partner
to enhance solar energy access

gy l’.\r.id_qh Kulabak

fhe United Kingdom’s Department
prirtematonal Development (DFID)
pas MHered with the United Nations
capial l‘\“\‘h\pmcm Fund (UNCDF)
© PP the Uganda Solar Energy
ASNROn (USEA) to increase access
o dean solay energy in Uganda.

The J&eement signed on Tuesday
\"“““:‘} DEID and UNCDE support
olend solar industry-led advocacy
sm*’ O-ondination 1o facilitate
:"\“-}“\ll decess to clean, reliable and
{:‘-;‘E‘ ¢ eneray, espedially o poor

M vulnerable Ugandans,

“\"““ DFID support, the UNCDF
CeanSant programme  will - assist
A build on the work already
.:c_hh‘\l‘:i through the Uganda Energy
Al gnmpncl_ :

The CleanStart Programme secks to
nENINVIse renewable energy dealers.
It supports low-income  consumers
© wansion to - cleaner and more
¢haent energy.

The Uzandan Government and the
UK signed the Uganda Energy Africa
compact in 2016 to improve access
and INNOvVaton in the solar energy
market and facilitate energy access for
by 2030.

UNCDE  CleanStart — will  work
with USEA to review and reform
js governance and  management
gructures and build capacity in USEA
in pnwulc members with \»‘.'lllll‘f.’ldd(‘d
ervices, such as market intelligence,
ia'.; data customer research and
pusiness development training  for
clar companies and other industry
gakeholders
“These activities  are c\[.\vclvd 10
imate the industry’s capacity
1 hetter serve the many Ugandans
gt still do not have access 1o
o City s

vincent  Wierda,  the UNCDF
Start Programme manager, said
wy will use 1S expenience in
financing in Uganda, research

The British High Commissioner to Uganda, Peter West, launches DFID’s support to the Uganda Solar En

‘e}qy Assoclation, In partnership

with UNCDF on Tuesday. The increasing demand for electricity makes such off-grid technologles an Ideal solutlon for electricity access

and development  and  capaaty
building in data analysis to ensure
USEA puts the right structure and
tools in place to advance the off-grid
market for all

This partnership is expected to last
15 months, unul early 2019.

The head of DFID Uganda, Jennie
Barugh, said: I am proud that the
UK is at the forefront of this ener;
transformation that enables the le:
privileged to access clean energy to
improve their lives. A well-functioning
USEA will lead 1o an increase in the
number, performance and investment
in solar home system companies.

He added: “Combined with other
initiatives of the "on and off-grid small
scale renewable energy in Uganda’
project, this work will contnibute w

BETWEEN THE LINES:

[ The CleanStart Programme
seeks to incentivise renewable
energy dealers. It supports low-
income consumers to transition
to cleaner and more efficient
energy. CleanStart will work
with USEA to review and reform
its management structures and
build capacity in USEA.

improved clean energy access for over
200,000 households and businesses.”

The USEA interim chairman,
Emmy Kimbowa, said the private
sector needs co-ordination and joint

advocacy to facilitate growth and
increased access to off-grid energy
solutions.

“Uganda is a model country when
it comes to having a dynamic solar
market led by the private companies.
That is why we are excited about
the opportunity to rebuild USEA
into an industry that better serves
its. members and ultimately our
customers,” Kimbowa said.

The numbers

While Uganda targets to achieve a
national electrification rate of 30%
by 2020, there is only about 15%
access to grid electricity and just a
few access solar energy currently.
Over half of the rural population is
reported to be stll using kerosene

lamps to light their homes.

Electricity generation capacity in
Uganda currently stands at 870MW,
while peak requirements are
estimated at about 550MW, yet the
demand is said to be growing by 109%
annually.

Theincreasing demand forelectricity
makes off-grid technologies, such as
solar, an ideal solution to accelerate
access to electricity.

According to Wierda, achieving
energy access for all is crucial to
Uganda’s developing economy and
improving people’s livelihoods.

Lack of energy access is said (o
be stifling economic growth, with
power outages costing countries like
Uganda 1% to 2% of the annual
gross domestic product.
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