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It 15 witlely halinyat] that one
of nunll hirh are natuall,
high In ovomueoid proteln ant
binth vitaming A and C, helr
;-. noutralising killer diseasss
such ac cancer, hypertensinn
arthritis and diabetes among
others, wiites LOMINDA
AFEDRARU.

uall farming is not so common

in Uganda like the rearing of

other poultry birds such as
chicken, turkey and ducks.

But a number of farmers mainly In
Kampala City surroundings are now
venturing into quail farming becanse
of its high income,

One such a farmer is Joyce Obitiru
Amandrua, a resident of Mbuya
Ginawataka, a Kampala suburb, who
is rearing the birds alongside her
salon business,

Backgronnd

Obitiru used 1o hear people talk
about Kenvan farmers rearing the
birds and that the business was
booming,

Inspired by a captivating success
story aired on a local TV station
two years ago, Obitiru decided it
was high time she ventured into the
enterprise,

The story emphasised the
nutritional benefits of the quail meat
and its egps,

While farmers pocket in millions
profits from egg sales, it is widely
b_eheyed the eggs, which are naturally
high N ovomucoid protein and both
Vitamins A and ¢, reportedly help in
neutralising killer diseases such as
cancer, hypertension, arthritis and
diabetes among others,

“lgot excited and I decided to seek

| information as to where I could get
stock of the birds, My major target
Was to ensure my family members
consume the eggs which contain
vitamin, iron, zinc, iodine, salt,
Proteinand many more for prevention
of chronic sicknesses. T was further
alming at establishing a lucrative
business embarking on sale of the
€ggs,” she says,

lt~ Wwas not until March 2017 when
Obitiru consulted a leading breeder
of the quail birds in Seeta, Mukono
that her dream of rearing the birds
took off.

She purchased 200 young birds
each at Shs5, 000, though a mature
one is sold between Shsl5, 000 and
Shs20, 000.

She narrates that it is less costly
to rear the birds because they are
small and canbe kept in a demarcated
cage.

She is keeping the birds in a single
phased cage in the family house
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NUMBER OF QUAIL BIRDS
THAT OBITIRU STARTED HER
POULTRY BUSINESS WITH.
T?.D-AY THE NUMBER HAS

Farmer finds gold

mine in quail eggs
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Joyce Obitiru wears a smile as sho collects her eggs. PHOTOS LOMNDA AFEDRARU.
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garage,

The birds matured within six
to soven weoks and the female
ones started laying eanps
thervafter on daily basis.

AL the moment, she has 160
birds beecanse others died
dllr{ng 'hl‘ course of ﬂrﬂWl"{!

nme flew away.
."‘S(Il;‘ ':-‘nllr-ctc a mnxlml'ur
of AN eggs per day wlu:':
she pncl(mze’; in :mv': eac
sing 18 eggs.
mS?:E\r:‘ farmers package tj::
eggs in trays cnmvrl:in;! l,;“.’
oaps, othersintrayscontaining

2 and 30 eggs.
l?nmtim sells a tray gl’ﬂ::
eggs between Shsl0, 00 'the
Shsl8, 000 depending on s
marketing strategy and ?t‘hin
of her customers are 'w o
the surrounding suburbs.
getsasmysinaweek. 4 o

She says she use i
concentrate tonkimearw:;-'kn
business a ‘h'ero
Trading Centre ~where
:t::lpetﬁion was so high, :2:
she has since relocated to ;
house because she has to take
care of the birds at the same
mS“e‘iling the eggs §s making
her get addiltionaldlsncome to

family needs.
c?ﬁsfoargood };’)ractice to kgep
both male and female birds
together in the_sgme cage.

However, Obitiru says it 1s
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not econnmiea| for .,
into hatchery busip,, °* 1,
fernale quail lay (D
a time thereforn or

to hatch only tye

viable business,
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At the moma

is faced with 'h:".- Ohiy,,
of marketing oa7s };"”a._h'
daughter Cynthia Drape he,
student at Makern,,, ;”‘t"’ :
School (MUBS), 5 he} 5in!
marketing. Ding 1

“When I'm at homa
in feeding and cqj,,.,. [ by
eggs which I paej }"“P’, 1Y
I have openeq - Ty,
group called ,;,,.P""’”",fl,,
which I use tg advapy;. i),
product and I'm ¢, 1% 1y,
number of folloysar, MR
them get excitaq . 73t
health benefits by, 71t 1y,
is to draw thajr at(:']"a’%'
into purchasing the -ﬂ"!ign
Dranimvanotes, — *%z;.,
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