een
ruins her

and rushed to the bedroom.
] won't believe the people yoy;
Al hasinvited! Wehave tostop streaming!®

By ARNOLD MUGABE

friend Sisi to ~egstant.she wanted t0

domore school,

to
mdedabo:llb".d’mmm,pp and gavelt bold
instructi

the party, Let me take a quick shower andI
will be right back”

T Sneash dissppeared into the bedroom, orth i
Sisiremahedmthesiiﬁngmom,cammm]l- : scribers.”Sisireplied

Ing. o s
Moments later, she saw Muzamiru, :

Sheenah's boda boda rider, walking through

the gate. He wore a red jacket and black trou- : Iy
sers, He was usually shy and humble, bare- :
ly making eye contact. But this time, he con-
fidently sat down on the sofa. Sisi's heart :
skipped. She didn't ask questions immediate- :
lyBut shealso didn’t want toimagine that the
! sage, in Luganda, asking him to be her Val-

Alhad invited him as Sheenal’s guest.

Before she could process t, anotherguest ar- :
rived, Anita, Sheenal's laundry lady. Anita’s ;
nails were freshly manicured. Clearty she had :
_— : patterns and communication frequency? It
Kanyankole, the milkman also arrived and takea week o explain.

sat in the sofa, The moment Sisi saw Kan-

yankole step through the gate, her heart
pumped. The AL had not selected “best

friends.” It had selected frequent contacts
, Panicking, Sisi propped the phone on its |

Ked her ;

: ah as :
U 1 Valentine's ms"'l‘i:l“as she tested ! ed. Tellthe chat tostay tuned and watch this

i chap

a’ Al .

life

«gheenah, you

“No, sisi. KeeP streaming,” Sheenah objec.

E ke
her Al et Google tull AS T space because £ Party £ e tng sart
sheendh

»Helpless, Sisi_mturned to the sitting room
5 time to witness another entrance. The

: justin
%M-mlcwdﬂ‘tmmgﬁg
: et

&3 he announced cheerfull puling 0ol
atis from a black kaveera.*But 1 hay=

bmughtmydeli{:ioushkomandamomjs
{ gettingaRolex”
: " sisi nearly fainted.Stil, she kept streaming,

When Sheenah heard the Rolex guy an-

. | mouncing his arival from the bedroon, he

realised what was up.Scared she jumped and

: grabbed her phone.“Abort task! Abort task
! shecommandedinto the app.

The Al responded calmly: “Sorry, Sheenah. 1

: amcurrently tracking the vendors, and guests
i and they areapproaching your location.”

;" sheenah felt her knees weaken. “Stop the
: streamand delete the entire TikTok app.”she
: told Sisiwhohad come to the door.

«1t’s not worth it. You will lose all your sub-

Sheenah took a deep breath.
“Fine;*she said.“We will say it was aprank”
As soon as Muzamiru saw Sheenah, he slow-
stood up.Holding a single plastic flower.
“Mulkwano Sheenah, webale kumpa omuk-
sa okubeera Valentino wohe said softly

(My dear Sheenah, thank you for giving me
the chance to be your Valentine.)

The Al had sent Muzamiru a personal mes-

entine. Sheenah didn’t know how to explain

to Muzamiru that an advanced Al system
had accidentally selected him based on data

So instead, she accepted the flower. The

¢ livestream exploded. And just as she tried
i to gather herself, three online food ven-
; dors pulled up at the gate, carrying boxes of
: snacks,drinks, and a large heart-shaped cake.

Sheenah knew she was officially a meme.
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