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The beauty of 

Murchison Falls 
Uganda Widife 
Authority offcias, 
Journalists and polce 
officers at the top 
of Murchison Falls. 
Government s to bulld 
abridge at this spot 
toease transport with 

I theaimof promoting 
tourismin Murchison 
Falls National Park. 
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Land mines, bombs disrupt 

Casualties. Many people have been 
injured while others have been killed by 
unexploded ordnance (UXOs) such as land 
mines, grenades, mortar and artillery shells. 

BY CISSY MAKUME 
ATOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY 

edtonai@ug navorvmedi com 

GULU. Onemorning in 2010, Esther 
Lakari, aresident of Panyul Village in 
Agago Sub-county, Lamwo District, 
set offto her farm to harvest food for 
her family. She had no idea that trag- 
edyawaited her. 

Lakari says she was walking to her 
garden when she had a blast and be- 
‘came unconscious. She later woke up 
at Kitgum Hospital to find her right 
legamputated. She had steppedona 
land mine that maimed her leg. 

Lakari, a mother of five, was later 
] abandoned by her husband and is 
- now struggling to raise her children 

g onherown. o 

Lakaris case is not isolated in 
northern region which was ravaged 
by a two-decade Lord's Resistance 
Army (LRA) insurgency. 
Many other people have been in- 

jured while others have been killed 
by unexploded ordnance (UX0s) such 
as land mines, grenades, mortar and 
artillery shells. 

These grimleftovers from the war 
between government forces and LRA 
rebelscontinue toravage residents of 
northern Uganda several years aiter 
the LRA were defeated and fled to 
neighbouring DR Congo and Central 
African Republic. 
Becauseof fear of being harmed by 

unexploded ordnance, many people 
have abandoned their gardens. 

Residents and northern Uganda 
leaders have called upon the govern- 
ment (o expeditiously remove unex- 
ploded ordnance from the affected 
areas toenable former internally dis- 
placed peoplesettle downandengage - 
in agriculture. 
+They say failuretgurgentlyresolve: 

farming in northern Uganda 
the ssue of unexploded ordnance is 
hindering recovery of the region 
where agriculture s the main eco- 
nomicactivity. 

‘They say cultivation of food crops 
is also being hindered, causing food 
shortage. 

“Last year, I hired a big plot for 
cultivation but we have hated all 
the activities for fear of being hit by 
the land mines,” says Susan Amono, 
a resident of Koro Sub-county in 
‘Omoro District. 
Ms Amono says she can start cul- 

tivating the land only after govern- 
ment has checked and declared it 
safe. 
Kitgum Municipality MP Beatrice 

Anywar says: “There is need to have 
people’s land free from the UXOs, s0 
that they can make use of it to carry 
onmeaningful activities." 

In 2009, the government con- 
ducted a baseline survey to assess 
the needs of people in areas where 
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New project launched 

GULU: A total of 10,000 pupls st 
dents from 20 sehools within Achok Sub- 
‘egon areset to ereft fiom 2 $22000 
sroject unched o rmoower and ran 
Jouth 2 ead agents ot pecce buking 
and sustanatie development The proect 
wil e mlemented by LsandaNatordd 
‘Comimissn for UNESCO [LNATCOM) 
in artnership with Lgenda Epecopal 
Conference wih funds fiom UNESCOThe: 
project was unched on Frzy inGuks 
Dttt wil eiget pupis and stuents 
i Lamwo and Amun dstrcts fts amed 
atensurng nchushe soce development. 
fostering dalogue ard promoting peace: 
[Juls Oeungl ) 

i Loy kills 24 head of cattie 

PADER: Albryhasrammedintoa 
| heardof catte king 24, The incident 
| happened on the Kitgum-Gulu highwoy 
‘ in Juka Vilage, Arcpgura Sub-county, 
Pader Distict a the weekend Witesses 
said the cattle were knccked dead by a 
speding tuck loaded with gravel Resi- 
dents rushed o the scene and shaed the 
meatof the dead . Aswa Regoral 

| police commander Bosco Otm sad 
prelminary imestgation ndicates that 
the truck had a mechanical breakdown 
prompting s brezking ystem o fi He: 
blamed the herdsmen for moving with too 
manyanimels o the eed ks Oorg] 
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Land mines, bombs disrupt 
farminginnorthern Uganda 

My right limb off 

ESTHER LauR), RESIDENT oF ppyyy, ViLLAGE 

CAPT LAwReNce 
ORAGA, Upp 47y DIVISION pupy RELATIONS 0FFigeg 
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LRA rebels operated and iden- tifying service 2aps in northern Ugznda, 
Disability-related services ang potential providers in mipe-af. ricts were mapped byt nsustainable support to 

fected dist 
there s y 
vietims, 

‘Mational charity Drovided support 

hey have sin 
theregion, Local e 

They say more financia) he, anc other ag;; tance are needeqd to Tehabilitae those maimed by unexplodeq Ordnance, Mr Vincent Ocaya, 5 Cultura] ader in pager Town, says gov- ermment shoyy take Where internationg) Baisations st and continye ed\mafingpeople about land mines and other unexplodeq Ordnance, “They (UXos) e inmany cage discovereq by children Who mjs- take them for toys since they do 

e Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) Division Public Telations officer, Capt Lawrence ) Says the Yesponsibility o Clearing the affecteq areas of yy. €Xplodeq o 

- We pledge our; SUpDort ang ye always available o <all” Capy says, 

‘epartment In Guly haye de- Stroyed dogen of Uxo, 
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