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The beauty of

Murchison Falls

Uganda Wildiife
Autharity officials,
Joumnalists and police
officers at the top

of Murchison Falls.
Government Is to bulld
abridge at this spot
to ease transport with
the alm of promoting
tourism in Murchison
Falls National Park.
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Land mines, bombs disrupt
 farming in northern Uganda

Casualties. Many people have been
injured while others have been killed by
unexploded ordnance (UXOs) such as land
mines, grenades, mortar and artillery shells.

BY CISSY MAKUMBI
ATOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY
editorial@ug nationmedia com

GULU, One morning in 2010, Esther
Lakari, a resident of Panyul Village in
Agago Sub-county, Lamwo District,
set off to her farm to harvest food for
her family, She had no idea that trag-
edy awaited her.

Lakari says she was walking to her
garden when she had a blast and be-
came unconscious. She later woke up
at Kitgum Hospital to find her right
leg amputated. She had steppedona
land mine that maimed her leg.

Lakari, a mother of five, was later

; abandoned by her husband and is
] now struggling to raise her children
onher own. R A T ]

Lakari’s case is not isolated in
northern region which was ravaged
by a two-decade Lord's Resistance
Army (LRA) insurgency.

Many other people have been in-
jured while others have been killed
by unexploded ordnance (UX0s) such
as land mines, grenades, mortar and
artillery shells.

These grim leftovers from the war
between government forces and LRA
rebels continue to ravage residents of
northern Uganda several years after
the LRA were defeated and fled to
neighbouring DR Congo and Central
African Republic.

Because of fear of being harmed by
unexploded ordnance, many people
have abandoned their gardens,

Residents and northern Uganda
leaders have called upon the govern-
ment to expeditiously remove unex-
ploded ordnance from the affected
areas to enable former internally dis-

placed people settle downandengage - -+~ - the needs of people in areas where
in agriculture.
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LRA

The Lord's
Resistance Army
was formed In“m|
Uganda more

two decades ago,
and claimedto be
fighting to install a
government based
on the Biblical 10
Commandments.
It operated mostly
Inthe north,
where hundreds
of thousands

of people were

_~displaced by the
conflict.

the issue of unexploded ordnance is
hindering recovery of the region
where agriculture is the main eco-
nomic activity.

They say cultivation of food crops
is also being hindered, causing food
shortage.

“Last year, 1 hired a big plot for

cultivation but we have halted all |
the activities for fear of being hit by

the land mines,” says Susan Amono,

a resident of Koro Sub-county in | PADER: Alory has s

Omoro District.

Ms Amono says she can start cul-
tivating the land only after govern-
ment has checked and declared it
safe.

Kitgum Municipality MP Beatrice
Anywar says: “There is need to have
people’s land free from the UX0s, so
that they can make use of it to carry
on meaningful activities.”

In 2009, the government con-
ducted a baseline survey to assess

briefly
New project launched

GULU: A total of 10,000 pupds and s
dents from 20 schools within Achol Sub-
region are et 1o benefit from a $22,.000
project lsunched to empower and tram
youth as ead agents for peace bulding
and sustanable development. The proect
wil be mplemented by Liganda National
Commission for UNESCO [UNATCOM)
in partrership with Liganda E pscopal
Cenference with funds from UNESCOThe
project was launched on Fridzy in Gulu
District. [t will target pupils and students
in Lamwo and Amuru districts. It s zmed
at ensuring Inclusive social development,
fostenng dialogue and prometing peace.
[Julus Ocungi ]

Lorry kills 24 head of cattle

heard of catte killing 24. The incident
happened on the Kitgum-Gulu highway
in Juka Village, Angagura Sub-county, in
Pader District at the weekend. Witnesses

| said the cattle were knocked dead by a

speeding truck loaded with gravel. Resi-
dents rushed to the scene and shared the
meat of the dead cattle. Aswa Regional
pelice commander Bosco Otim said
preliminary investigation indicates that
the truck had a mechanical breakcown
prompting its breaking system to fail He
blamed the herdsman for meving with too
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Land mines, bombs disrupt |
farming innorthern Uganda
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LRA rebels operated and iden-
tifving service 2aps in northern |
Uganda,

Disahiltry-related Services and
potential prg
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fected district Were mapped byt
there j5 Imsustainahla support to
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