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Flower exporters qet free

'Y Edwarg Kayiwa
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Also, Jambo Roses and Ugarose Flowers
fee;ct e)f(ipected to create 489 jobs over the
Ve years, and invest a i
$3.7m more, P,
With an investment of more than $60m
and a growth rate of 14 o, Uganda’s cut
flower industry now boasts 14 commercial
ower farms producing 35 varieties

past five vears.
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and Boenders after receiving their licences. Photo by Rlchard Sanya
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exported mainly to Europe.

The industry emerged from nearly zero
production 10 years ago to Africa’s third
largest exporter of cut flowers.

Ugarose Flowers chief executive officer
Stanley Tumusiime, said a number of
challenges such as poor infrastructure and
high tariffs still hold the flower industry
back.

“Ethiopia, a recent entrant in the flower
sector, now has over 1,000 hectares of
flower gardens compared to Uganda’s

250" hectares because the Ethiopian
government intervened with incentives to
attract investors. '

We pray that the Government improves
infrastructure, reduces the tariff and
establishes organised agriculture parks to
attract more investment,” he said.

He said most florists use generators for

- more than 40% of the time at a cost of

sh10 to sh30m a month. This, he said, is
worsened by the cost of diesel which has
increased by more than 30% in the recent
ast.
pThe state minister for investment, Evelyn
Anite, said government will provide
dedicated power lines to flower farmers
and build roads to ease access to markets,
“We want to create 150 million jobs
by 2040 and this is only the first step in
ensuring that we have enough investments
to achieve our dream,” she said.

Scanned with CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

