
m i 1€ World seems too busy 
' priceless democracy 

hat dogoulnow  theinternational o™ 
ahoutlectionsin _today! Fuope hasbeen LR 
Uganda?Fortwo o tseastern flanksinee 2 

" decades,thepat:  ruary2022,and 
! M hasnever changed. Flec:  ical and budgetary’ 
10n day arrives theincum-  of Ukrainesupport 
Nt Wins, the Opposition cries ~ formed Europ 

i, and then comes themost ~ cy from princip! 
reliable third act - pilgrim- ional 
age tothe West. Delegations. The EU'ssymbolic 
Pressconferences in Europe. ~ ward Uganda. 
Strongly worded statements.  tentioned,ex 
Threats of sanctions. And then, ~ exhausted 
almost without il life quiet- ~ phere. Resol 
lygoeson. topass but v/ 
After January 15, thescript  tions? Sanctions 

u_nrnldedwiihhnfiliarpm Sensus 
cision. Robert kyagulanyiad-  -thesamen 
dressed the Furopean parlia- ~~ rently arguing 
ment virtually appealing for m 
sanctions,visa bans, and asset ‘ - 
fienuugaimfl]g;fidnnotfl- dleBastand North Afrca.For. 
cials-a performance Uganda's ~ get ot the new conseque 
political watchers have seene- ~ of thewar inlran- s 
‘hearsed before. When Western dif- 
“The EU Parliament du- find themselves naVigaLTEL - 
yoblgedwithareoluion.  feltosiionsonone BEERE HildeVautmans chairofthe  itarian crisis while simultZng 
Parliaments Africa delegation, ~ ously raising concerns 2 
solemnly promised totkeepan democratic governance &6 
eyeon Uganda”Kampalawas  where,the nconsisteney' -5 
unmoved. not gounnoticed.O 
WhileUgandastiesith  Ugandan officals ke many 

‘Western institutions have al- amsmeclnbalsmfl:,ms 
‘ways been modesttsvulner-  havequietlyobserved this ap 
abilitytoexternal pressurein  betweenstated values an by 
2026slowerthanithasever  ibleconduct,and it nevita! 
‘een. Usually where both ties shup:vl:c‘r‘wmm“am“" 2 
and vulnerability are high,ex-  isTece i 
temal pressureviorks Where  The post-Cold War dream of 

exporting democracy is over. 
Today's global orderis colder 
‘more calculating, and entirely 
unsentimental. 
Ugandabrings considera- 
bleweight to this transaction 
-peacekeeping,security CO0P- 
eration, Great Lakes stability 

change must ol pipeline: p&?umn;‘ aref: 
policy that open- 

come from Ty admires That portioliowill 
within. always outranka clean elec- 

tion certificate. This 1snot to 

i dismiss international engage- 
‘ment entirely. 
‘The EU's resolution, however 

symbolic,till enriches Ugan- 
das democratic record lends 
civil society actors ameasure of 
legitimacyand reminds inves- 
tors that governance remains a 
live conversation. 
Yetin this transactional cli- 

‘mate,foreign partners will pri- 
eitheris weak,resolutionsare  oritisewhat Uganda delivers 
brushedoffthe way abufflo  strategically The ambition of 
brushes offflies Theworld that - converting those partnerships 
oncepointed fingersat Kam-  intomeaningful democratic 
palaisnowstrugglingtopoint  conditionalityis,for nowasec- 
beyond s own reflection. ondary concern at best. 
‘Theselfappointed guardi- My simple verdict: When ex- 

ansofliberal democracyhave  ternal pressure weakens, dem- 
spent the past year disman- ocratic change must come 
tlingtheirown oreignpol-  from within,Uganda's oppo- 
ey America sitionmuststop appealingto 
slashed UN humanitariancon-  a distracted world and start 
tributions from $17billionto  building institutions, cross-cut- 
sabillionovernight.Mostaf  ting coalitions,and sustained 
fected countries were African.  political bargaining that out- 
‘Well Congress later approved  last election cycles, 
$50billion in aid, but the de- When crises are simultane- 
mocracy-promotionmachin-  ous,self-preservation precedes 
erywas already gone.Imagine  solidarity- every time. 
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