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The relocation exer- 
ciseis part of a broader 
strategy to restore or- 
derand create a struc- 
tured trading system in 
Kampala City. 

BY MONITOR TEAM 

henvotersin Kampalachaselast 
‘month to ast their lots with Mr 
Ronald Balimiwezo over Mr Er- 
asLukwago,the incumbent, the 

central government sensed an oppor- 
tunity to make sweeping overhauls. For 
three electiveterms,dating back to 2011, 
‘MrLukwago was an implacable enemy 
who,according to government officils, 
prcissipolicsoverthedevsopment 
ofUgandascapital. 
‘The power struggles the two parties 
were involved in were, probably, most 
mummedm contrastingtakeson 

Whflewhlh\mwmnlimmmhdkm 
thatan inclusive growth approach does 
not entirely frown upon street vendors, 
technocrats at ity Hall who are pursu. 
inga clean and smart city think other- 
wise For the better part ofa decade,the 
clash in visions resulted in a painfully 
topicalcatandimouse drama. 
In the gathering dusk of Friday morn- 
ing, Kmpala Capital City Authority 
(KCCA)s enforcement teams got hard 
at work in Downtown Kampala. Make- 

by 
literally and metaphorically—had set- 
tled Markets haveto be constructedinall 
five divisions of Kampala to enable trad- 
erstorelocate from the treetsina man- 
‘nerthat willnot render them homeless. 
Mr Balimwezo, the Lord Mayor-elect, 

notquite ina position to cause govern: 
‘ment officials sleepless nights,was un- 
stinting in his criticism of Mr John Ka- 
banda the Federation of Uganda Traders' 
Assodiation (FUTA) president. 
In Mr Balimwezo's book, Mr Kaban- 

dastandsaccused of evicting the street 
vendors without providing any alter- 
natives. The Lord Mayor-elect reckons 
that the much-maligned group of ven- 
dors should be accommodated in plac- 
s such as Namirembe Road for Persons 
with Disabilities (PWDs) as well as Kaf- 
‘umbebfukass,Eren, and Ssebaanaroads. 
Hehasalso hinted at evening and Sun- 
day markets as more than just a topgap 

Scramble for market stalls 
kicks i in fo]lowmg ev1ct10ns 

Somo ofthe destroyed property of street vendors after the Friday anforcement. PHOTO/IBRAHIN KAVUMA 
Madrush 
‘The directionis one thattechnocrats at 

City Hallare not comfortable with. They 
sense that there is a window to push 
street vendors to the precipice to the 
‘point ofthem accepting plans that will 
birtha clean and smart ity After all, Mr 
Lukwagois deflated and Mr Balimwezo 
s powerless.The treet vendors, keento 

ters across the capital reported a sharp 
increasein thenumber ofstreet vendors 
scramblingtosecure talls The roadsand 
pavements are no longer available,and 
thereisnoonetoplead theircase. 
Following weeks of warnings and pub- 

lic notices, KCCA enforcement teams, 
backed by security personnel, have 
‘moved to lear vendors from the central 
businessdistrict (CBD) promptiig many 
traders torushto designated markets in 
search of space. Busega Market Master 
Adam Waiswa said the registration desk 
hasbeen busy. 
“We have 5o far registered more than 

200 vendors out of the 500 available 
stalls,and the number keeps increasing. 
Many traders who had hesitated before 
arenow comingtosecure spaceafter the 
eviction exercise hesaid. 

AVAILABLESTALLSINKAMPALA/ 
MARKET NUMBER OF STALLS. 
UsafiMarket 
BuseiaMarkel 
Nakawa Market 100 
Luzioa My 
WandegoyaMarket___260 
Cily Abattoir Central___250. 
New Ntinda N 
KamuohyaCentral 200 
Natato Market_ 20 Gk 
ToTAL 2,520 

ACEINMUNICIPALITIES 
(MUN)'AROUND KAMPALA 
MuN NUMBER OF STALLS 
Mukono Municipalily 1,000 

ntebibo Municipally 400 
Nansana Municipalty 200 
MpigiDistrict____ 200 
Kim Muricipalty 180 
ToTAL 1980 
Mr Waiswa added that the market 

‘management is working closely with KC- 
CA officials to ensure that allocation is 
transparent and orderty-We ape ot 

ingstallson  first.come, firstserved ba- 
i Our goal s to ensure that every genu- 
inevendor getsaspace™ 
He also revealed that Busega Market 

can accommodate more than the 500 
StallsKCCA recorded,pointingo the oof 
topthatis tll empty andit can be used 
asaflea 
AtUsafl Market Market Mistress Had- 

jaNantesaidmorethan 400vendorshad 
egistered for tall out of the 1,000 avaik 
able spaces Many vendors, Ms Nante fur- 
ther revealed,had abandoned the mar- 
Ketsince there was an opportunity tosell 
on streets “We are expecting more than 
1,000vendorstoaddonthe2.000thatwe 
have,the marketstalls areall for ree” 
Compliance 
Mr Kabuye Kyofatogabye, the junior 
Kampala and Metropolitan Affirs min- 
ter has urged traders to take advantage 
oftheavailablemarkets. 
“We arenot eliminating livelihoods; we 

areorganising them. Vendors should re- 
portto the designated markets and reg- 
BteeStalls are avible and vilnersble 
groups such.as women, youth and PWDs 
wllbegiven priorityhesaid. 
He emphasised that restoring trade or- 

safetyinthecity. 
“The streets are meant for e, 
not trading. By relocatin: 
proper markets, we are s 
both traders and customers” heg 
Despite the growing scramble f 

the chairperson of street verd 
Kenneth Kazibrwe, told Sund 
that many traders are reluctant 
because the available marke 
full poorlystructured or not 
located toattract custorn 
“Wherever they are sending 

are no spaces. Some mark 
spacearein bad condition. 

usedto operate from, but sorr 
molished whill others were b 
ciytycoons whohave now pr 
sivestructures that vendor 
fordtorent lke Park Yard and N 
Channelhesaid. 
MrKazibwe revealed that 

Iy operated from Mutaasa P 
but failed to make sales for six 1 
despiteservicing loans, promp: 
torelocate to thestreets. 
“We are tred of being used, esp 

duringelection tme The number c: 
dors increased during campaigns a:: 
nowitisoverwhelming"he disclosed b« 
fore calling for the construction of 
emmarkets and warming up toevenis.: 
Sunday and public markets. 
Asenforcement continues,several mar- 

kets have busy egistration desks record 
ingdaily increases in applicants. 
Nir Waiswa said the coming days vi 

determine how quickly the availat 
spaces are filled 2s more vendors 
spondtotheeviction drive. 
KCCA says the relocation exerci: 
partofabroader strategy toTestorecr: 
and createastructured trading sy 
Kampala, with offcials expressin 
fidence that the markets can acccr 
dateall compliant vendors. 
“We have talked to all market 

abine, the KCCA head of public and - ‘porateaffairs,said. 
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