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The relocation exer-
cise is part of a broader
strategy to restore or-
der and create a struc-
tured trading system in
Kampala City.

BY MONITORTEAM

henvoters in Kampala chose last
month to cast their lots with Mr
Ronald Balimwezo over Mr Eri-
as Lukwago, the incumbent, the
central government sensed an oppor-
tunity to make sweeping overhauls. For
three elective terms, dating backmznu
Mr Lukwago was an impl
who, according to government ofﬁual&,
prioritised politics over the development
ofUganda’s capital.

The power struggles the two parties

were involved in were, probably, most
pronounced in their contrasting takes on
street vending.
While Mr Lukwago continues to believe
that an inclusive growth approach does
not entirely frown upon street vendors,
technocrats at City Hall who are pursu-
ing a clean and smart city think other-
wise. For the better part of a decade, the
clash in visions resulted in a pamﬁ:]]y
topical cat-and-mouse drama.

In the gathering dusk of Friday momn-
ing, Kampala Capital City Authority
(KCCA)'s enforcement teams got hard
at work in Downtown Kampala. Make-

months in the Lord Mayor's parlour,
m:.ldorﬂyspﬂ.k about inclusion in an

i teams—baoth
literally and metaphorically—had set-
tled Markets have to be constructed inall
five divisions of Kampala to enable trad-
ersto relocate from the streets in a man-
nerthat will not render them homeless.

Mr Balimwezo, the Lord Mayor-elect,
not quite in a position to cause govern-
ment officials sleepless nights, was un-
stinting in his criticism of Mr John Ka-
banda, the Federation of Uganda Traders'
Assodiation (FUTA) president.

In Mr Balimwezo's book, Mr Kaban-
da stands accused of evicting the street
vendors without providing any alter-
natives. The Lord Mayor-elect reckons
that the much-maligned group of ven-
dors should be accommodated in plac-
es such as Namirembe Road for Persons
with Disabilities (PWDs) as well as Kaf-
umbe Mukasa, Eren, and Ssebaana roads.
He has also hinted at evening and Sun-
day markets as more than just astopgap
measure. ’
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- Scramble for market stalls
kicks in fo]lo_wmg _ewctlons

Some of the destroyed property of streat vendors after the Friday enforcement. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA

Mad rush

Thedirection is one that technocrats at
City Hall are not comfortable with. They
sense that there is a window to push
street vendors to the precipice to the
point of them accepting plans that will
birth a clean and smart city After all, Mr
Lukwago is deflated and Mr Balimwezo
is powerless. The street vendors, keen to
keep the lights on, have already started
exploring their options,if any.

Little wonder; by yesterday market mas-
ters across the capital reported a sharp
mmmthe number of street vendors
S gtosec 115 The roads and
pavemenu are nolonger available, and
thereisnooneto plead their case.

Following weeks of warnings and pub-
lic notices, KCCA enforcement teams,
backed by security personnel, have
moved to clear vendors from the central
business district (CBD), prompting many

AVAILAELESTALLSIN KAMPALA

ing stalls on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis.Our goal is to ensure that every genu-
inevendor gets aspace”

He also revealed that Busega Market
can accommodate more than the 500
stalls KCCA recorded, pointing to the roof
top that is still empty and it can be used
as afleamarket.

At Usafi Market, Market Mistress Hadi-
ja Nantesudmrelh:m.tommdm'sh:d

s out of the 1,000 avai-

MARKET NUMBER OF STALLS

UsafiMarket 1000

Busega Market 500

Makawa Market 100

Luzira Market_ [ 1 | I

WandegeyaMarket 250

City Abattoir Central 250
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KamwokyaCentel 200

MateteMarkst 20 1

TOTAL 2,520
(MUN)AROUND KAMPALA

MUN NUMBER OF STALLS

Mubono Municipality 1000

traders to rush to designated marketsin -+~ Entebbo Muni 400
search of space, Busega Market Master  nonsana Municipalty 200
Adam Waiswa said the registration desk — yyoipstict. 200
hasbeenbusy Kira Municipality 180
“We have so far registered more than 1980

200 vendors out of the 500 available =t _ 1980

the numk inc Mr Waiswa added that the market
Many traders whohad hesitated before 11 is working closely with KC-
arenow coming tosecure space afterthe  CA officials to ensure that allocation is
eviction exercise,"he said. transparent and orderly “We arg pllneat-

able spaxamny vendars,Ms Nante fur-
ther revealed, had abandoned the mar-
ket since there was an opportunity tosell
on streets. “We are expecting more than
1,000 vendorstoadd onthe2 000 that we
have,the market stalls are all for free”

Compliance

Mr Kabuye Kyofatogabye, the junior
Kampala and Metropolitan Affairs min-
ister, has urged traders to take advantage
of the available markets.

“We are not eliminating livelihoods; we
are organising them. Vendors should re-
port to the designated markets and reg-
ister: Stalls are avpilable and vulnerable
groups such as women, youth and PWDs
will be given priority™he said.

He emphasised that mtoringmdem
der is essential for improving samtancm,
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safetyin the city

“The streets are meant for moye;
not trading. By relocating
proper markets, we are e
both traders and customers,” he-

Despite the growing scramble
the chairperson of street v
Kenneth Kazibwe, told Suneda
that mary traders are reluct
because the available mar
full, poorty structured or not
located to attract customers.

“Wherever they are sending
are no spaces. Some rmar
space are in bad condition
Mr Kazibwea added that
are inaccessible, making it
buyers to reach traders, which f
dorstoreturnto the streets,
“These vendors had places .
used to operate from, but som
molished while others were b
ity tycoons who have now put
sive structures that vendors
ford to rent, like Park Yard and
Channel"he said.

Mr Kazibwe revealed that he
Iy operated from Mutaasa Ka
but failed to make sales for sio
despite servidng loans, promp
torelocate to the streets.

“We are tired of being used, esp
duringelection nrre.ThL number
dors increased during campaien
now itismerwhe]rmng‘he disclosed b=
fore calling for the construction of moé
em markets and warming up to evenir:
Sunday and public markets.

Asenforcement continues, several mar
kets have busy registration desks recomd-
ingdaily increases in applicants.

Mr Waiswa said the coming days wi
determine how quickly the availat
spaces are filled as more vendors
spondtothe eviction drive.

KCCA says the relocation eserci::
part of abroader strategy to restore
and create a structured trading sy
Kampala, with officials express -
fidence that the markets can accomyr -
date all compliant vendors.

“We have talked to all market
to ensure the registration of all
dors from the streets. All vendg
relocated,” Mr Daniel Muhurnuza N
abine, the KCCA head of public and -
porate affairs said.
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